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Foreword by Harley Peyton

It is often better to be lucky than good, and I was very lucky to have an acquaintance who suggested that maybe I’d like to see a screening of the TV pilot he wrote and produced with David Lynch. Like many who saw Twin Peaks at the Director’s Guild that night, I stepped into the lobby stunned by what I had seen, and quite suddenly, like a door had been opened, inspired by all the things I had no idea a TV show could do. In the stupefied aftermath, I found Mark Frost in the crowd, and after telling him how I felt about his work, I added that while I hadn’t written a lot of television, I’d do pretty much anything to get a shot at writing a future episode of his series.

Mark was kind enough to give me that chance. And I stepped into the world that he and David made, was able to meet all those extraordinary characters, was able, in my own modest way, to add a little bit of myself to the world and the characters I met. And that’s about giving yourself a present, every day, like it’s Christmas. And that’s about the way pancake syrup collides with ham. (And yes, it’s about a damn fine cup of coffee.) And before I knew it, I had joined the relatively insane enterprise that would shape and dominate my life for the next eighteen months.

That’s about writing scripts, that’s about working on set, that’s about having lunch with Mark every day to talk more about our lives than the show he was creating. It’s about the sudden and explosive Twin Peaks mania, pre-internet thank god, that took hold. And that’s a feeling I’ll never forget. Like riding a tiger who is riding a wave and tumbling, wave and tiger, toward shore.

But good things, even impossibly singular things, come to an end. And this one came to an end more quickly than any of us factored. In the aftermath, I moved on to other TV shows, other movies. But Twin Peaks always felt like a kind of baptism, the thing that came before all the other things. It was the first subject people asked me about when they discovered I had been there at the time. It taught me an inestimable amount about entering worlds created by others. It taught me how to create my own worlds too. But despite that, despite how important it was, those eighteen months, those days and nights, faded over the years. And the experience was transmuted more into memory.

But then, one afternoon, Mark called because he wanted me to hear the news from him and not a tweet. The thing we hoped for then was finally going to happen. A third season of Twin Peaks. But this time I was just another dedicated fan, eagerly waiting for what happened next, and not entirely sure how Mark and David could possibly land this particular plane.

But, oh, they did. And season three stands as the best TV show of the century to my eyes, and a perfect extension of the television show I called home. That was not only unexpected, it was a kind of miracle. And in its way, a fitting capstone to the series as a whole. I’d already said goodbye to Twin Peaks once. But now, after this third season, watching Cooper try so hard to change the past toward a circumstance that fit his humanity, listening to Carrie—who is really Laura—screaming with horror at what the world has done, I said goodbye a second time.

During Covid, my family and I moved out of Los Angeles and back to where I’ve always belonged. First, in a rental on Bainbridge Island. Then, having crossed the bridge toward more affordable land, in a little house deep in the Suquamish Woods. It made sense, then, that after all this time it was finally time for me to visit the annual Twin Peaks festival in Snoqualmie. I met Scott Meslow there—we’d already had several phone conversations—and we found ourselves immersed in the happily diverse and wonderfully eccentric family that has grown up around this television show. I genuinely treasured my time there, I’m determined to come back next year too, and not only because I now live approximately forty-five minutes from the Double R Diner’s front door.

Not long after the festival, Scott surprised me by asking if I would write a forward to this book. And it’s worth noting that in all the years since the eighteen months that changed my life, I’ve never actually read a book about Twin Peaks. The time, the place, the people who built it. And I think in part that’s because I wanted to keep the past where it belonged. But also because I wanted to protect my own memories, my own experience, from the predations of opinion, perspective, and subjective history.

Hey. We do what we can to protect the things we love.

But now I’ve finally read a book about all that and I can say without hesitation that I’m delighted that A Place Both Wonderful and Strange is the book I read. And just to be clear, it’s a moderately bold act to boast an Extraordinary and Untold History below that title. And to be honest, as I turned to the first page, there was a small voice inside me murmuring “Untold, really? We’ll see about that.” But by the time I arrived at the last page, I realized it was not a boast but rather a promise kept.

A Place Both Wonderful and Strange is many things. First, it’s the history the show deserves, starting with the original Lynch/Frost collaboration, the fits and starts, the stories that were never told. And the way all of that ultimately become part of Twin Peak’s DNA. And after that, firmly locating the reader inside the way it all happened, the book takes us, took me, from that start to its eventual finish. And that’s about the first two seasons, it’s about Fire Walk with Me and it’s about The Return too. The level of detail in the latter is as it should be, meticulous and revealing. And yes, it is factually correct to call it as it is called below the title. An extraordinary and untold history.

But that’s not all! (I’m selling now, but I’m also pleased that you’re reading this because it means you bought the book.). There is deeply felt analysis here, and that’s a tricky venture when it comes to Twin Peaks. Because it is all too easy to dive into a pond so deep you never return to the surface. But Meslow—hi Scott!—manages to go deep and find his way back. And that’s about the stories we told, it’s about the characters and how they moved through them. In this way, the analysis is a perfect complement to the history. And speaking as someone who was there at the time, I enjoyed every word of it.

In the end, Twin Peaks has always contained more meaning than any show could possibly harbor. That’s a by-product, of course. It’s not something you can plan. But it makes Twin Peaks a great way to spend an hour (okay, nearly an hour) but also a text open to endless examination. That’s the trick, isn’t it? To welcome the viewer to a place that is familiar and deeply strange at the same time. To introduce them to characters they will never forget. I was lucky, I was there. And reading this book reminded me of how it felt at the time, how those feelings evolved over the years since. But most of all, A Place Both Wonderful and Strange is a kind of sentimental education. Beginning, middle, and end. And as close to the whole story, the history of Twin Peaks, as is possible.

I’m grateful for all of that. And while the reader will have their own connections, their own memories, I believe they, you, will be grateful too.

Time to turn the page. Time to read.

—Harley Peyton

August 2025
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