
[image: cover-image]


[image: Image]

Monterey & Carmel

STUART THORNTON

[image: image]


[image: image]



How to use this ebook:

•  Every chapter begins with a table of contents to help guide you through the content.

•  Tap on blue headings or text to link to correlated content.

•  Within content, tap on blue headings to go back to nearest table of contents.

•  Double-tap on maps or images to zoom in.

•  All entries in the Index and Map Index are linked to specific content for quick navigation.
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Wine Time

Monterey Bay is California in microcosm. Here, you can experience the best the Golden State has to offer—without the big-city crowds and complications.

The best days in Monterey are spent in the water. Dive into a kelp forest. Explore the scenic coastline on a kayak or stand-up paddleboard. Scout for migrating whales passing near the shores. Onshore, Monterey’s historic adobes showcase California’s rich history, while the Monterey Bay Aquarium shows off the rich resources of the bay including playful sea otters and mysterious creatures of the deep.

The idyllic village of Carmel possesses seaside charm. From white-sand beaches to luxurious hotels, it promises a refined, high-class vacation bursting with art galleries and tasting rooms. Nearby Pebble Beach offers world-class golfing and stunning scenery.

Carmel Valley is old California ranch country refashioned as an up-and-coming winemaking region, while Salinas, birthplace of famed writer John Steinbeck, and its adjacent valley is one of the most productive agricultural regions in the country.

Not far away, excursions range from quirky beach town Santa Cruz to opulent Hearst Castle. Big Sur is the region’s most dramatic stretch of coastline, and the perfect geography for an unforgettable road trip. It’s also well worth getting out of the car for a hike through the redwoods or along one of its wild beaches.

Monterey Bay is not just a collision of land and sea, but also a juxtaposition of jarring colors and symbiotic ecosystems. From world-class wines and fine foods to a wonderland of marine life, Monterey encapsulates the California dream.
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California coast near Big Sur



10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Seeing the marine habitats and sea creatures at the Monterey Bay Aquarium.
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2 Going on a whale-watching boat tour to spy humpbacks, blue whales, and gray whales as they migrate through Monterey Bay.
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3 Hiking through the redwoods at Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park in the Santa Cruz Mountains, or Big Sur’s Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park or Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park.
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4 Kayaking or stand-up paddleboarding the coast along Monterey Bay.
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5 Wine-tasting in Carmel-by-the-Sea, Carmel Valley, or the Monterey Wine Trail near Salinas.
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6 Surfing Santa Cruz at superb surf breaks like Steamer Lane and Cowells Beach.
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7 Seeing the spires, canyons, and caves of Pinnacles National Park.




[image: image]

8 Driving the postcard-perfect Big Sur Coast Highway.
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9 Catching thrills on the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, the throwback amusement park set right on the beach that delights summer-lovers with its wooden roller coaster, rides, and arcades.
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10 Exploring the opulence of another era at Hearst Castle.



Planning Your Trip

WHERE TO GO

Monterey

Visit the Monterey Bay Aquarium to learn about the area’s fascinating marine life, and then head out on a kayak, on a stand-up paddleboard, or on a whale-watching trip to view sea otters, harbor seals, and migrating whales. Afterward, explore downtown Monterey and dig deep into the scenic town’s rich history at the adobe buildings of Monterey State Historic Park. Take in the silence in San Carlos Cathedral, which was built as a place of worship for the Spanish military in 1794.
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Carmel

Wander around in the art galleries of Carmel-by-the-Sea, and then stroll along Ocean Avenue to the scenic sands of Carmel Beach. If you are a wine lover, be sure to hit the wineries downtown or head out to Carmel Valley to taste some of the area’s best varietals. Or go for a hike in one of Carmel’s beautiful regional parks.

Salinas Valley

Stroll around Oldtown Salinas before a visit to the National Steinbeck Center, a museum devoted to famed writer and Salinas native John Steinbeck. Follow that with lunch at The Steinbeck House, where the writer was born. Head south down Salinas Valley to spend some time in Pinnacles National Park and gawk at the amazing rock formations.

Santa Cruz

Have some throwback fun on the Giant Dipper roller coaster at the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, then grab a board and surf one of Santa Cruz’s many waves. Be sure to experience the town’s vibrant downtown with a walk along Pacific Avenue, stopping for lunch in one of its many restaurants. Drive into the Santa Cruz Mountains for the coast redwoods at Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park, or see a colony of elephant seals at Año Nuevo State Park.

Big Sur

Some of the most beautiful coastline in the world is along this section of the Pacific Coast Highway. Make sure your camera or phone has lots of room for photos of Pfeiffer Beach and McWay Falls. Slip on your hiking boots for a longer day hike at Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park or Andrew Molera State Park. Since Big Sur is a particularly volatile region prone to fires, floods, and mudslides, check trail conditions and closures on the California State Parks website (www.parks.ca.gov [URL inactive]) before making hiking plans.

Cambria, San Simeon, and Morro Bay

Tour grandiose Hearst Castle in San Simeon. Take time to visit the area’s unique natural features, such as Cambria’s Moonstone Beach or Montaña de Oro State Park, outside of Morro Bay.
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Morro Rock in Morro Bay



KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

When to Go

The Monterey region’s best feature is its all-season appeal. In summer, expect significant crowds at popular attractions, wineries, beaches, and campgrounds. In fall, the area is a bit less crowded, but the weather is still warm. It’s also when some of the best surfing waves occur along the coast. Note that late summer-early fall is also wildfire season, during which access to affected areas and air quality can be severely impacted. Winter is the rainy season, although the days between storms are often clear with mild temperatures. The crowds are lightest at this time, except on holiday weekends. During spring, the land is green and colored with wildflowers. The winds can really kick up in the afternoon along the coast.

Summer fog is likely along the coast. Bring layered clothing. Also bring sunscreen; that coastal fog doesn’t stop UV rays.

Reservations

It is essential to make advance reservations for lodging and camping in Big Sur, Monterey, Carmel, and Santa Cruz, especially during summer. It’s best to reserve a spot in a Hearst Castle tour before arriving. Expect the Monterey Bay Aquarium to have significant crowds during the summer (visit 2pm-6pm Tues.-Thurs. when there are fewer people). Finally, an advance reservation is the only way you’ll be able to play on Pebble Beach’s famed golf courses.
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the Monterey Bay Aquarium from the bay



Transportation

If you’re road-tripping through the region, visit the California Department of Transportation website (www.dot.ca.gov) for current road conditions. It is especially important to know about road conditions in Big Sur and the Santa Cruz Mountains given frequent road closures due to the mudslides and rockslides that often occur in these two regions.
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BEST OF Monterey and Carmel

A long weekend escape to Monterey and nearby Carmel-by-the-Sea can include recreation and sightseeing along one of California’s most scenic coastlines, along with time exploring some of early California’s notable historic adobe building and cultural sites. It’s also worth making time to truly relax in the region.

Friday

After arriving in Monterey, check into your hotel. For bay views and an upscale perch at the start of Cannery Row, stay at the Monterey Plaza Hotel & Spa. Want to be able to walk to downtown Monterey’s restaurants and bars? Consider Casa Munras Hotel & Spa.

Celebrate your arrival with a beer followed by a casual meal at Alvarado Street Brewery. Or, head over to Sovino Wine Bar & Merchant for a glass of a local wine and then have a sushi dinner at Sushi Kuma. Head back to your room and get a good night’s sleep for the next day of exploring the area.

Saturday

Wake up with a coffee and a baked good at Alta Bakery & Cafe, where you can walk about the historic garden of the Cooper-Molera Adobe. Afterward, walk down Alvarado Street until it runs into Custom House Plaza.

Walk past the plaza to Monterey Harbor then take a left on the Monterey Bay Coastal Recreation Trail, a paved coastside path that has great views of the water and marine life including harbor seals and sea otters. Detour off the trail two and a half blocks up to Lighthouse Avenue for a lunch of island-inspired food and a tiki drink at Hula’s Island Grill & Tiki Room, then wander into nearby Cannery Row.

Afternoons can be the best time to visit the Monterey Bay Aquarium, where it’s worth spending some time staring at the artfully illuminated jellyfish and the playful sea otters.

For dinner, stay in Cannery Row for a dinner at The Sardine Factory, where it’s recommended you ask for a tour of the wine cellar built into the rocks below the observatory dining room and lounge. Still feeling frisky? Enjoy a nightcap at The Crown & Anchor.

Sunday

Make the short drive to Carmel-by-the-Sea for brunch at Stationaery—the rotating potato pancake special is a winner. Walk off the calories by flipping off your shoes and making your way down on the soft white sand of Carmel Beach.
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Carmel Beach



If you want more exercise, make the drive a few miles south to Point Lobos State Natural Reserve, where twisted cypress trees hug the coastline while surf crashes below. Or opt for a mellower afternoon by strolling Carmel’s Ocean Avenue and perusing the shops and galleries along the street. If you have a sweet tooth, duck into the Cottage of Sweets for something dipped in chocolate.

Before heading back to Monterey, enjoy a dinner of California-influenced French fare at La Bicyclette and a post-dinner cocktail at the wooden-walled Bud’s Bar inside La Playa. Make sure you have a dime or two in case of “Dime Time,” a 10-minute-long happy hour when drinks are only 10 cents.

Monday

Make your way to Monterey Bay Kayaks on Cannery Row before departing. Head out on a kayak or stand-up paddleboard to explore the bay. Right offshore from the Monterey Bay Kayaks’s location, it’s possible to view sea otters floating in the kelp forest.

Grab a coffee and a peanut butter ball from Captain + Stoker for the drive home.

[image: image]

Santa Cruz Weekend Escape

Friday

Get to Santa Cruz in time to check in to your hotel room and enjoy a meal downtown. Both the Santa Cruz Dream Inn and West Cliff Inn are situated along scenic West Cliff Drive with views of the bay.

Head downtown for a beer and an empanada at the Lúpulo Craft Beer House or opt for Mexican food and a margarita at El Palomar before heading back to your hotel room.

Saturday

Wake up with a morning stroll down West Cliff Drive, stopping at the Steamer Lane Supply for a breakfast quesadilla and a coffee. Continue on the cliffside street for a view of the surfing action at Steamer Lane and a stop inside the tiny Santa Cruz Surfing Museum.

For lunch, downtown is the place for an Italian sandwich at Zoccoli’s. May I recommend the hot breaded-chicken pesto sandwich?

Fully fortified, it is time to enjoy Santa Cruz’s most popular attraction: the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, California’s oldest amusement park. Start off easy with a ride on the historic Looff Carousel—extra points if you ride on an outside horse and grab a ring to throw into the clown’s mouth. Build up your courage to ride on the Giant Dipper, a historic wooden roller coaster with a 65-ft (20-m) drop.

Celebrate the special occasion of visiting Santa Cruz with a romantic dinner at the Shadowbrook Restaurant in nearby Capitola. Enjoy the ride down to the restaurant in its historic funicular. Or for something more casual, opt for a homestyle Italian dinner at Lillian’s Italian Kitchen in Santa Cruz’s Seabright neighborhood.

See what bands are playing at the Rio Theatre, right across the street from Lillian’s, or at downtown’s legendary music venue The Catalyst if you still have energy.

Sunday

Start the morning downtown with a walk around Pacific Avenue and a stop at Mad Yolks for a soft scrambled egg sandwich and a coffee. Stop into long-running Bookshop Santa Cruz, an iconic independent bookstore that has been around since 1966.

Drive 20 minutes up Highway 9 to Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park and take a walk on the Redwood Grove Loop Trail. Be sure to check out the historic Fremont Tree, where explorer and politician John C. Fremont spent an evening.

Get ready for the drive back home with a salad or sandwich at downtown’s Pretty Good Advice. Make sure to order the delicious hand-cut fries with dipping sauces as well!
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Big Sur: A California Road Trip

Friday

Drive 45 minutes south of Carmel on Highway 1 to arrive in the Big Sur Valley, where the majority of businesses are located along the Big Sur coast. If camping, pitch a tent at Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park, the largest campground in the area.

For a roof over your head, opt for the rustic but charming accommodations at Deetjen’s Big Sur Inn, where reading your room’s guestbook is a surprisingly gratifying way to spend the evening.

Drive to the Big Sur Deli to purchase wine or beer and a picnic dinner for watching the sun set at nearby Pfeiffer Beach.

Saturday

Get fueled up for a morning of hiking with a breakfast and coffee at Deetjen’s. They are known for their eggs Benedicts.

Then spend the morning in Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park. Start by walking the 0.7-mi (1.1-km) Nature Trail to get the lay of the land, then hike the 2-mi (3-km) Valley View Trail to the overlook for some striking views. Head back to the valley for lunch and maybe a craft beer at the Big Sur Taphouse.

Next, head south to Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park for a short 1-mi (1.6-km) round-trip hike to Partington Cove, or a longer 4.5-mi (7.2-km) round-trip hike through redwoods to coastal views on the Ewoldsen Trail.
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Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park



Consider heading to the Big Sur River Inn for a late-afternoon cocktail. Ask for it in a plastic cup so you can bring it to the wooden chairs situated right in the river behind the restaurant and bar. Stay for dinner at the River Inn or walk a few feet to Solstice for some accessible fine dining.

Find out if there’s a film screening or concert at the Henry Miller Memorial Library, half a mile south of Nepenthe on Highway 1. Otherwise head to Fernwood Tavern, where there is always a band playing on a Saturday night.

Sunday

Start making your way back north to Ripplewood Café for a hearty breakfast—don’t skip the grilled potato gratin. Head to Andrew Molera State Park for one last hike. If you are sore from hiking the day before, do the easy 2-mi (3-km) Creamery Meadow Trail to the beach. While there, relax as you watch the Big Sur River spill into the sea.

Want something more substantial? Do the Ridge Trail and Panorama Trail Loop—also known as the Eight-Mile Loop—for views of the coastline, including nearby Point Sur Light Station rising from the shore like a seaside castle.

Head home with fond memories and sore legs.


Play in the Bay

Monterey Bay features coastline directly in the impact zone of ocean swells, as well as tranquil, protected areas uncommon to most of the California coast. These conditions make the region suitable for lots of different water-based recreation.

SURFING

Santa Cruz is the surf capital of this region. Steamer Lane has surfers from around the world drooling with anticipation, while many beginners have caught their first waves at Cowells Beach. Pleasure Point is another great place for long, peeling waves.

In Monterey County, Carmel Beach and Asilomar State Beach are consistent beach breaks worth checking out.

KAYAKING AND STAND-UP PADDLEBOARDING

Monterey is one of the best places along the California coast to kayak or stand-up paddleboard. The relatively protected waters from Monterey’s Municipal Wharf to the Monterey Bay Aquarium make for a great paddle. If the swell or winds kick up, duck into Monterey Harbor for protection.

Although known for its golf courses, Pebble Beach also has Stillwater Cove, a superb paddling spot. Moss Landing’s Elkhorn Slough provides a place to see otters and seals without being exposed to ocean swells.

One of the highlights of Morro Bay is getting out in the bay on a kayak or stand-up paddleboard, where you might spot some local wildlife like sea otters.

SCUBA DIVING AND SNORKELING

The best way to see the multitude of sea life, kelp forests, and reefs off the Monterey shoreline is to put on some snorkeling or scuba gear and get underwater. People come from all over California to dive in Monterey. Breakwater Cove is a popular, easy-to-access spot where lots of people have completed their certification dives. Nearby, Pacific Grove’s Lovers Point Park has a protected cove and kelp forest for snorkelers and scuba divers.

Carmel’s Monastery Beach is for advanced divers and features a steep drop-off into a deep underwater canyon. Point Lobos State Natural Reserve has underwater attractions in addition to terrestrial sights. Make reservations in advance to dive the park’s Whaler’s Cove and the deeper Bluefish Cove.




Catch of the Day

The Monterey Bay region is known for its seafood and abounds with superb seafood restaurants.

MONTEREY

• The Sandbar & Grill has some of Monterey’s best golden-fried calamari. Its location hanging over Monterey Harbor means you may be able to watch sea otters do the backstroke during your meal.

• Prefer your seafood raw? Sushi Kuma serves fresh fish in artfully prepared rolls.

• Get a taste of local Sicilian recipes like squid pasta at Monterey’s Fish House.

PACIFIC GROVE

• One of Monterey Peninsula’s most popular seafood restaurants is Passionfish, which is known for its commitment to sustainable seafood and its staff’s extensive knowledge of coastal cuisine.

• Wild Fish showcases locally sourced seafood from all over the California coast.

MOSS LANDING

• Sea Harvest is perched on Elkhorn Slough and is a casual spot to sample the area’s seafood.

CARMEL

• A hole-in-the-wall sushi restaurant in Carmel, Akaoni does some of the area’s freshest and tastiest rolls and nigiri.

• Slightly larger than Akaoni, Toro Sushi has fresh sushi and a range of sakes.

CAMBRIA, SAN SIMEON, AND MORRO BAY

• The Sea Chest Oyster Bar, in a cottage across from Moonstone Beach, wows seafood lovers with everything from calamari strips to cioppino.

• Right on Morro Bay’s Embarcadero, Tognazzini’s Dockside Restaurant is the place for fresh barbecued oysters in garlic butter.
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Best Beaches

The Monterey Bay region has an impressive range of beaches, from sweeping expanses of sand to pocket beaches crammed between towering headlands. Many of these beaches provide access to the area’s myriad ocean-based recreation opportunities, from sea kayaking and surfing to scuba diving and snorkeling.

Monterey

Monterey State Beach

BEST FOR LONG STROLLS, KAYAKING, SUP

This large strand of beach begins just north of the Monterey Harbor and stretches to the neighboring city of Seaside. Head out for a long walk or paddle out from the wharf in a kayak or stand-up paddleboard.

San Carlos Beach Park

BEST FOR SCUBA DIVING, PICNICKING

This sliver of sand is located right in Monterey, south of Monterey Harbor. It’s a superb place to picnic and take in the curving bay or don scuba equipment and head offshore to one of the area’s most popular dive spots.

Lovers Point Park

BEST FOR FAMILIES, SNORKELING, WADING

The small, protected beach here allows a spot for kids to dip their feet into the cool Pacific, while the waters offshore feature a kelp forest that provides snorkelers and beginning divers with an introduction to the region’s underwater features.

Asilomar State Beach

BEST FOR STROLLING

Take a walk south toward Pebble Beach on this scenic, mile-long beach. Return on the wooden boardwalk above the sand.

Moss Landing State Beach

BEST FOR FISHING, BIRDING

A long stretch of beach with frequently powerful waves offshore, this state beach draws both anglers and birders for its substantial wildlife.

Carmel

Carmel Beach

BEST FOR SCENERY, SUNSETS, DOG LOVERS

With its pale sand and contrasting blue-green ocean water, Carmel Beach is a jewel of Monterey Bay. It’s also one of the state’s friendliest beaches for dogs.
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Carmel Beach



Santa Cruz

Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk

BEST FOR FAMILIES, MILD THRILL SEEKERS

The Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk makes families happy with its rides, games, and entertainment. The Boardwalk’s Giant Dipper roller coaster has been thrilling folks since 1924.

Cowells Beach

BEST FOR BEGINNING SURFING

Santa Cruz’s Cowells Beach has slow, rolling waves perfect for beginners. Even though it gets crowded, the surfers here are usually friendly.

Seacliff State Beach

BEST FOR SHIPWRECK LOVERS, FISHING

How many beaches in California have their own hulking shipwreck right offshore?

Davenport Landing Beach

BEST FOR BEACHCOMBING, KITESURFING

The northern coast of Santa Cruz County has a handful of scenic, rugged beaches. Davenport Landing Beach is one of the best and easiest to access. The beach has two rocky headlands on either end.

Año Nuevo State Park

BEST FOR WILDLIFE, SCENERY

At Año Nuevo, gigantic elephant seals turn the beach into a battleground. You can also catch a glimpse of an eerie, abandoned light station right offshore.

Big Sur

Andrew Molera State Park

BEST FOR SCENERY, VIEWS

See the Big Sur River spilling into the sea and a beach decorated with driftwood huts.
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Andrew Molera State Park’s beach



Pfeiffer Beach

BEST FOR PHOTO OPS, SUNSETS

Make sure that your camera (or phone) has fully charged batteries for a trip to Big Sur’s windswept Pfeiffer Beach, with picture-perfect rock formations offshore.
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rock formations at Pfeiffer Beach



Sand Dollar Beach

BEST FOR PICNICS, LONG WALKS

Protected by cliffs on windy days, crescent-shaped Sand Dollar Beach is a great spot for a picnic or a long walk.

Cambria, San Simeon, and Morro Bay

Moonstone Beach

BEST FOR BEACHCOMBING

Hunt for the eponymous moonstones on this Cambria beach. Its impressive driftwood structures are also worthy discoveries.

Cayucos State Beach

BEST FOR SUNBATHING, LOUNGING

The primary attraction of Cayucos is this protected beach and its pier, perfect for a day of lazing in the sun.

Spooner’s Cove

BEST FOR SCENERY, PICNICS

Soak up the natural beauty of Spooner’s Cove, in Montaña de Oro State Park. A scenic arch decorates the bluffs on the south end of the cove.

Morro Rock Beach

BEST FOR PHOTO OPS, SURFING

Take a photo in front of 576-ft-high (176-m-high) Morro Rock. The beach to its south is popular with surfers of all skill levels.


Best Hikes

The Monterey and Carmel region contains outstanding hiking trails for all levels of hikers. Options include everything from an easy leg-stretching hike to a strenuous multiday backpacking adventure.

EASY HIKES

• One of Monterey’s best hikes is also its easiest. The Monterey Bay Coastal Recreation Trail (18 mi/29 km total) follows a former railroad track to Pacific Grove. The 2-mi (3-km) walk one-way from Fisherman’s Wharf to Lovers Point Park is highly recommended.

• The Skyline Trail (0.8 mi/1.2 km round-trip) in Jack’s Peak County Park offers a view of Monterey from the peninsula’s highest point.

• Point Lobos State Natural Reserve has plenty of easy hikes that pay impressive dividends with stunning scenery, abundant wildlife, and unique natural features. The Cypress Grove Trail (0.8 mi/1.3 km round-trip) is one of the best, with its twisty cypress trees and vantage points of the sea.

• Most visitors to Big Sur want to view the 80-ft (24-m) waterfall that drops precipitously into the ocean. It can be seen from the Overlook Trail to McWay Falls (0.6 mi/1 km round-trip) in Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park.

• Andrew Molera State Park occupies a big parcel of Big Sur’s spectacular coastline. At the end of the Creamery Meadow Trail (2 mi/3 km round-trip) hikers are rewarded with a wild beach where the Big Sur River spills into the sea.

MODERATE HIKES

• For a view of the Carmel coast from above, take Palo Corona Regional Park’s Inspiration Point Hike (2.2 mi/3.5 km loop) to a bench where the shoreline spreads out below. Be sure to first secure a permit to hike in the park.

• Pinnacles National Park has rock formations that seem to be nature’s take on castles and towers. The Juniper Canyon Loop (4.3 mi/6.9 km round-trip) travels up to some fine examples, especially on the steep and narrow portion of the trail.

• Also in Pinnacles National Park, the Moses Spring-Rim Trail Loop (2.2 mi/3.5 km round-trip) takes in both Bear Gulch Cave—a cavern with a stream running through it—and Bear Gulch Reservoir, which was built by the Civilian Conservation Corps.

• Take the Ridge Trail and Panorama Trail Loop (8 mi/13 km round-trip), also known as Eight-Mile Loop, in Andrew Molera State Park for views of the Big Sur coast.

• In Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park is the Partington Cove Trail (1 mi/1.6 km round-trip), which ventures out from the highway, over a bridge, and through a tunnel to a rocky cove.

• Combining some of Big Sur’s largest redwoods along with coastal views, the Ewoldsen Trail (4.5 mi/7.2 km round-trip) showcases what makes Big Sur so beloved.
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Wine Time

Monterey

After a day of sightseeing, stay in the seaside city and sample its tasting rooms. A Taste of Monterey pours wine from more than 95 local wineries in a stunning Cannery Row location with views of the bay. Also in Monterey, Sovino Wine Bar & Merchant has a great selection of wines, fun events, and a great location near Custom House Plaza.

Carmel

Tasting rooms are popping up all over downtown Carmel-by-the-Sea. One of the best is the Scheid Vineyards Carmel-by-the-Sea Tasting Room, a social spot where you can sample wines, including the popular claret. Caraccioli Cellars Tasting Room pours smooth brut and brut rosé that are a perfect fit for the sleek, upscale tasting room.

Make a day of exploring the many wineries of Carmel Valley. I. Brand & Family Winery serves three different labels (at three different price points) in a hip tasting room where vinyl records soundtrack your visit. Keep drinking into the evening hours at The Wine House. Its great outdoor area has fire pits and games, including a bocce ball court.

Salinas Valley

The Monterey Wine Trail has a string of wineries known for their valley views, fine chardonnays, and exemplary pinot noirs. Odonata Winery has an outdoor porch for wine sampling.

Cambria, San Simeon, and Morro Bay

The Central Coast has a few worthy tasting rooms. The San Simeon-based Hearst Ranch Winery pours wines down the hill from Hearst Castle.

Morro Bay’s Stax Wine Bar & Bistro is a fine place to taste local varietals while gazing out at imposing Morro Rock.
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