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How to use this ebook:

•  Every chapter begins with a table of contents to help guide you through the content.

•  Tap on blue headings or text to link to correlated content.

•  Within content, tap on blue headings to go back to nearest table of contents.

•  Double-tap on maps or images to zoom in.

•  All entries in the Index and Map Index are linked to specific content for quick navigation.
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Listen and Sway in Music City

When it comes to creative energy, nowhere compares to Music City. People come here with big dreams, big talent, and big ideas. Even before Johnny Cash picked up a guitar or Elvis first stepped foot in RCA Studio B, this was a city that attracted mavericks and iconoclasts. And whether you have a banjo in the airplane overhead bin or you can’t tell a harmony from a melody, it doesn’t matter. Because Nashville isn’t just about the music. People here are willing to try new things and do things differently. You’ll experience that energy even on a short visit.

Creativity of all kinds flows in the veins of folks who call this place home. Nashville is filled with hyphenates (think: chef-singer-songwriter or artist-fashion-designer-hula-hoop-maker). It fosters an entrepreneurial energy that results in funky music clubs for dancing, quirky boutiques for shopping, and one-of-a-kind roadside eateries for … well, eating.

And the “anything can happen” attitude isn’t limited just to residents. You don’t have to be here more than a day or two to encounter truly talented musicians singing on the sidewalk on Lower Broadway or taste the creative genius emerging from the kitchens of the city’s restaurants—both upscale and down home. Whether you’re in town for the weekend or for good, take advantage of that optimism, offered with a dash of Southern hospitality. Move to the quirky, and always interesting, Nashville beat.
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10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Listening to live music, from bluegrass at the Station Inn, to country at the Grand Ole Opry or Western swing at Robert's Western World.
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2 Honoring Civil Rights legacies at the Civil Rights Room at the Nashville Public Library (pictured).
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3 Shopping for locally-themed gifts made by the folks who live here.
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4 Raising a glass at top-notch whiskey distilleries.
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5 Paying tribute to the history of enslaved people by touring the historic Moore-Morris History and Culture Center in Franklin or hiking to the top of Fort Negley (pictured), which was built by Black laborers.
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6 Eating hot chicken at Hattie B’s Hot Chicken, Prince’s Hot Chicken Shack, or Bolton’s Spicy Chicken & Fish.
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7 Swaying to the roots of African American music at the National Museum of African American Music (pictured) and at Fisk University, home to the Fisk Jubilee Singers since 1866.
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8 Learning about the struggle and the victory of the Women’s Suffrage Movement at Centennial Park, the Tennessee State Museum, and the Hermitage Hotel (pictured).
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9 Enjoying the outdoors on the Greenway multi-use path and exploring lakes and rivers on a stand-up paddleboard.
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10 Going behind the scenes on a tour of Nashville’s iconic Hatch Show Print, and taking home your very own letterpress concert poster.



Planning Your Trip

Nashville Neighborhoods

Each of Nashville’s neighborhoods has a distinctive vibe. Here’s a quick primer to finding the places you’ll want to hang, along with some advice on how to get there.

Downtown and SoBro

Lower Broadway (a.k.a. the Honky Tonk Highway) runs through the middle of downtown. Both sides of the street are dotted with bars, more bars, restaurants, and hotels. Historic Second Avenue runs north of Broadway. In addition to bus service and limited train service from the Music City Star, there are plenty of scooters and bikes you can rent downtown to help you get around.

Germantown and Capitol View

This leafy neighborhood is home to folks who love historic buildings and like to be able to walk to dinner or their favorite watering hole. This compact area is packed with attractions, including the farmers market, state museum, a state park, and the baseball stadium.
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the carillon bells in spring in Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park



Midtown

This large area where West End Avenue and Broadway meet is home to Vanderbilt University, and some hotels, restaurants, and bars. The area itself is walkable and buses run frequently from downtown to Midtown and from Midtown out west to Belle Meade. Music Row, where the record labels are headquartered, is near here.
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historic plaque in front of a recording studio on Music Row



12 South

A compact, pedestrian-friendly neighborhood with streets packed with nationally known boutiques, coffeeshops, and perhaps the city’s best concentration of murals. 12 South is south of downtown and near Belmont University. The area can be accessed by buses from downtown or Midtown.

East Nashville

Perhaps Nashville’s funkiest neighborhood, East Nashville is filled with lots of independently owned bars, restaurants, and micro shops. The Five Points area is walkable from downtown and easily accessible by bus. But farther north in East Nashville and Inglewood are a little bit harder to navigate without a bike or a car.

Music Valley

One of the city’s most tourist-oriented neighborhoods, Music Valley is home to the Grand Ole Opry and family-friendly restaurants. You’ll find hip, upcoming restaurants and shops in Donelson, just a short drive from the Opry House.

South Nashville

South Nashville is made up of small, diverse neighborhoods. Most notably, Wedgewood-Houston, a compact, very walkable area with plenty of bars and restaurants. Waking here from downtown isn’t far (about 1 mi/2 km), but the landscape is industrial. A bus may be more pleasant.

Greater Nashville

Take a drive into the suburbs where you can wander through galleries, gardens, and leafy streets lined with restaurants and shops. Greater Nashville is home to the Natchez Trace Parkway, a historic 444-mi-long (715-km-long) scenic route.
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Natchez Trace Parkway



When to Go

There’s no wrong time to head to Music City; it just depends on your personal preference.

Spring and Fall

Spring and fall are generally mild, filled with pleasant days and crisp nights. Wildflowers bloom in the greenways, and streets are lined with flowering dogwoods and cherry trees in spring, while leaves turn orange and red in autumn. Weekends are filled with fun events. Nashville has become one of the country’s biggest bachelorette party destinations; the lead-ups to June and October wedding seasons are particularly popular.
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Tennessee State Capitol with spring blooms



Summer

Summer is high tourist season. Free and ticketed concerts alike are booked on indoor and outdoor stages most weekends, and Lower Broadway is filled with folks enjoying the honky-tonks, long summer days, and high-energy atmosphere. The downside of summer is that it will be hot and humid—even at night. If you are a high-energy, festival-going kind of traveler, come in the summer and pack accordingly. Remember to bring a sweater for overly air-conditioned hotels and restaurants.

Winter

Winter in Nashville is mild compared to cities farther north where snow and slush clog the streets. While Music City will get a light dusting of snow, generally winter means grabbing a coat and hat, not a shovel and gloves. However, when it does snow, streets outside of the main downtown core may close down. Winter days may seem particularly short due to Nashville’s proximity to the eastern edge of the time zone. Christmastime at Gaylord Opryland Resort is magical for travelers with families, featuring thousands of lights, holiday displays, and annual stage performances.


[image: image]

horse-drawn tour of The Hermitage



Before You Go

Entry Requirements

All citizens of a foreign country need a valid passport to enter the United States. Some also require visas. Nationals of 38 countries may be able to use the Visa Waiver Program, operated by Customs and Border Protection. For more information about the Visa Waiver Program, contact the Customs and Border Protection Agency (www.travel.state.gov). As of May 2025, US citizens will need a REAL ID or passport to travel by plane anywhere in the nation.

What to Pack

A cell phone with GPS, Wi-Fi, and a good roaming plan (if you’re based outside the United States) should cover your basic needs. Prepare by downloading maps and apps ahead of time, particularly if you are likely to get off the interstate and out of the range of cell phone signals on excursions away from the city. Download a playlist’s worth of Nashville-appropriate tunes: classic country, bluegrass, blues, and Western swing albums to get you in the mood. Cowboy boots and an embroidered jacket aren’t required, but they’re certainly always appropriate. Grab a hat and some stylin’ sunglasses for all the photos you’ll take. Don’t forget to save space in your luggage for shopping the city’s best local makers.


Biking Music City

Nashville is no Portland; you won’t see a bicycle rack at every storefront. But the city has a growing bike culture, and it is easy to pedal your way across the city to see its highlights.

The first step is to bring your own bike, rent one, or borrow one. Check out a bike from Nashville GreenBikes (www.greenfleetbikes.com). Once you have your two wheels, it is easy to connect to more than 90 mi (145 km) of greenways and 133 mi (214 km) of on-road bike lanes and shared-use bike routes (bike tours are also available). B-Cycle (https://nashville.bcycle.com) offers 24-hour usage for $23 (or $35 for the entire month), with more than 30 stations across town. B-Cycle offers ride-assist bikes.

The Music City Bikeway (www.nashville.gov/bikeways [URL inactive]) offers a 26-mi (42-km) route that covers the city from east to west and includes city streets, greenway paths, and more. It goes by the Nashville Farmers’ Market, which has the most creative bike racks in the city, in the shape of bright vegetables. The 8 mi (13 km) of the bikeway include streets with designated bike lanes. The bikeway website offers a downloadable route map. Another good set of downloadable maps is available from Walk/Bike Nashville (www.walkbikenashville.org).
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Reservations

Even before you arrive in the city, you can plan out your nights thanks to the Nashville Convention & Visitors Corp (www.visitmusiccity.com). Through a handy feature on their website, you can check out upcoming concerts a month or more in advance. The Music Venue Alliance of Nashville (www.mvan.org) has a calendar focused on small, independent venues.

Don’t panic if you can’t plan ahead. One of the attractions of Music City is that there is always a show worth seeing somewhere. And because there are so many, there’s always something that hasn’t sold out.

If you’re coming during peak summer season or for an event and want to stay in the heart of downtown, make hotel reservations 1-2 months in advance. Some restaurants, including Bastion and The Catbird Seat, release tables for reservations about one month in advance.

Transportation

Nashville International Airport (BNA) is located 9 mi (14 km) east of downtown. Visitors making a getaway to Music City may be able to get around without a car by walking or using bicycles, scooters, ride-hailing companies, or taxis. To explore beyond the city, a car is essential. If it’s practical, bring your own. If you’re flying in, arrange a rental car ahead of time. A good road map or GPS is helpful to have before you set out.

Guided Tours

Nashville is easily navigated by newcomers, and is welcoming to visitors. It’s not essential to have a guide to check out many of the city’s attractions. However, taking a guided tour can offer some in-depth knowledge and the opportunity to go off the beaten track. Locals who immerse themselves in certain knowledge—of restaurants, of Tennessee whiskey, of the waterways—navigate guests through specialty tours. The tours are oft packed with unusual facts that can be used to impress friends back home. Tour guides know the best vantage points for photos, too.

Choose between several different canoe or kayak tours down the Cumberland River with River Queen Voyages (615/933-9778; https://rqvoyages.com; May-Oct.; $45-130 depending on tour length). The 1.5-hour, 3-mi (5-km) tour starts in Shelby Bottoms Greenway, winding under railway bridges and ending downtown with the skyline in sight. The two-hour, 5-mi (8-km) tour is self-guided and starts near Opryland, ending near Shelby Park with a view of the downtown skyline in the distance. A combined four-hour tour includes some of both. All are self-guided. There’s even a scavenger hunt. When booking, you’ll be provided with a meeting location to board a shuttle upstream to the tour start.

Shannon Largen and a team of journalist guides will show you their favorite places to eat with Walk Eat Nashville (615/587-6138; www.walkeatnashville.com; tour times vary; $105). Take a tour in downtown, Midtown, Franklin, 12 South (which includes a mural tour), or East Nashville and learn about the stories behind the dishes you eat. The expert guides will narrate as you walk (about 1.5 mi/2.4 km) and enjoy tastings at 5-6 restaurants and artisan food shops, and you’ll get the benefit of their considerable knowledge of the city. You’ll leave satisfied but not overly full. Private tours are available.
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tour bus on Broadway in Nashville



Learn about Tennessee whiskey from the comfort of a chauffeured, air-conditioned van with Mint Julep Tours (615/436-0187; http://mintjuleptours.com/nashville; tour times vary; $119-159). Most tours start at the Omni Nashville Hotel, taking you to distilleries around and beyond the city.

Check out the city’s vibrant side by seeing its outdoor works of art guided by Nashville Mural Tours (www.nashvillemuraltours.com). United Street Tours (https://unitedstreettours.com) offers walking tours that do a deep dive into the city’s history, particularly its oft-overlooked Black history. Walk Eat Nashville also incorporates murals into its 12 South tour.
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Two Days in Nashville

Nashville has a 24/7 city-that-never-sleeps vibe, though there are still pockets that are traditionally Southern, with some businesses closed on Sunday (particularly in the outlying neighborhoods). Given how many people work in the music industry, you may find some neighborhoods to be sleepy in the mornings, but raring to go on weekday nights. The following itinerary assumes a Saturday-Sunday stay in Music City, but it can be adjusted for different days of the week (and seasons of the year).

Day 1

Morning

Arrive in Nashville. Check in to a swanky hotel, such as the historic Hermitage Hotel or the modern, art-filled Joseph. Even if your room isn’t ready, leave your bags so you can make the most of the day unencumbered.
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Hermitage Hotel




Music City on a Budget

It’s Saturday night. You want to go out and hear some of the sound that makes Nashville groove, but your wallet is almost empty. Not a problem! They call it Music City for a reason. There’s always somewhere to tap your toes without tapping yourself out.

• All the downtown honky-tonks (more than a dozen), including Layla’s Honky Tonk and Robert's Western World, are cover-charge free, though you are expected to put money in the (actual) hat when the band passes it. The longer you hang out, the more you should contribute. Add a $20 if you request a particular song.

• Catch a songwriters’ night, an evening where you can hear the people who literally write the music test out their new material and share old favorites. The ones at The Bluebird Cafe are the most famous, but Puckett's Grocery & Restaurant and The Listening Room Café have good options, too. Cover charges and tickets tend to be reasonable. Several hotels, including the Countrypolitan and the Holiday Inn Nashville-Vanderbilt have listening rooms designed for singer-songwriter nights.

• Record stores in Nashville are more than places to buy an album. You can do that and also hear free live music played to enthusiastic fans. Grimey's New and Preloved Music and Jack White’s Third Man Records are sure bets.

• If making your own music is more your groove, you’ll need the right instrument. Gruhn Guitars is considered by some the best vintage guitar shop in the world. While buying a guitar there may not be cheap, you can test any instrument you like for free (and you may find a deal). You’ll likely walk into a jam session when you go to East Nashville’s Fanny's House of Music. Like to sing along karaoke-style? Head to Lonnie's Western Room.



Set out on foot to the Civil Rights Room at the Nashville Public Library, where you’ll learn about the city’s role in the national movement.

From there take in the Tennessee State Capitol and then head down the hill for lunch at one of the many restaurants in the Nashville Farmers' Market. Next, take a walk through Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park, which is between Germantown and downtown. Take the tour of the free Tennessee State Museum. After hearing the carillon bells play “The Tennessee Waltz,” check out First Horizon Park, home of baseball’s Nashville Sounds, and head back downtown.


[image: image]

Nashville Sounds at First Horizon Park



Afternoon

Spend the afternoon at the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum and RCA Studio B. Make a custom Goo Goo Cluster from the interactive Goo Goo Chocolate Co. before heading back to the hotel to clean up for the evening.
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Goo Goo Chocolate Co. cluster
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Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum



Evening

Start the night off with fried chicken and drinks at Puckett’s Grocery & Restaurant. After dinner, spend the evening strolling, dancing, and drinking at Lower Broadway’s honky-tonks. Or check out the show playing at the Ryman Auditorium or the outdoor riverside Ascend Amphitheater. If you’re in town between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Eve, you’ll be able to see the Grand Ole Opry during its winter run at the Ryman.

Day 2

Morning

Take the 22 or 50 bus from downtown to the historic Fisk University campus. (If you want extra steps, you can walk; it’s about 2 mi/3 km.) Stop at both the Carl Van Vechten Gallery and the Aaron Douglas Gallery on campus.
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Fisk University



Make your way to Arnold's Country Kitchen for a late breakfast. Standing in line with a crowd of locals and tourists will whet your appetite.

Sated with biscuits, head to bucolic Centennial Park and the majestic Parthenon. The replica is striking from the outside, but take the time to go inside and see the museum and the shining gold Athena sculpture. Grab a snack from one of the many food trucks that gather in Centennial Park.

Drive or take the 3 or 7 bus through Midtown, looking at the Vanderbilt University campus and Music Row, where you might see celebs on their way to meetings with their record label executives.

Afternoon

Shoppers will enjoy the boutiques in Hillsboro Village, where you can grab a midday pick-me-up from Fido or Biscuit Love.

If the sun is shining, take the 3 bus west and spend the afternoon checking out the museum and gardens at Cheekwood. If not, take shelter in a big pink bus and enjoy the rollicking humor of the guides at Nash Trash Tours.

Evening

Cross the bridge into East Nashville for your evening out. Choose to dine early at Butcher & Bee, where you can have both drinks and dinner in an open, high-energy environment.

Opt for a lower-key live music evening by enjoying East Nashville’s cocktails and musical delights at spots like The 5 Spot or The Basement East.


Bachelorette City

Nashville has become the bachelorette party destination, thanks to its easy-to-get-to location and centralized district of restaurants, bars, and live music. Bach Weekend (www.bachweekend.com) can even help you plan the perfect party. Here are other ways to celebrate the bride-to-be in Music City.

• Get ready: East Nashville’s Darling Salon and Blowout Bar (1049 W. Eastland Ave.; 615/200-7745; www.darlingsalon.com) will do blowouts for your crew to keep you looking sleek in high humidity. Cured Nail Salon (813 Gallatin Ave.; 615/953-6284; www.curednails.com) is a chic nail salon. Eastside Nails (1006 Fatherland St.; 615/988-0449) in the Shoppes on Fatherland is the place for themed nail art.

• Nab a souvenir: Nashvillian Judith Bright, makes customizable rings and bracelets that make for fun bridesmaid gifts. Watch the pieces be made in the small studio in 12 South. Three Horses Hat Co. is where to find a hat you’ll keep for the ages.

• Have a drink: What would a celebration be without a toast? Some local favorite cocktail and wine bars include Pearl Diver and Duke’s, both in East Nashville, and Minerva Avenue in the Buchanan Arts District.

• Stay over: Pick a place that gives you and your friends the ability to hang out together in a communal space. Placemakr in Wedgewood-Houston is a good pick, with a wine shop downstairs and a rooftop deck with views of downtown. In addition to having the city’s most photo-worthy lobby where you can pregame before walking right out the door to the heart of East Nashville’s fun, you can feel good about spending your party dollars at The Russell. A portion of the rates help the city’s unhoused community find places to stay and shower.
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Top Sights in Nashville

Nashville’s location (within a day’s drive for much of the U.S. population), its abundance of live music, and its draw for bachelorette parties mean it has become the “it” city for weekend getaways. Nashville's attractions are spread out among the city's various neighborhoods, and exploring them is part of experiencing Music City’s charms.

Civil Rights Room at the Nashville Public Library

At the Civil Rights Room at the Nashville Public Library, you can see how a few people changed the world and contributed to desegregation efforts in the United States.

Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum

Head directly to the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum to learn about the genre’s complex roots, and then be ready to experience the city’s live music bounty.

Ryman Auditorium

The restored Ryman Auditorium is revered by performers and audiences alike.

Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park

Every hour on the hour you can hear “Rocky Top,” “The Tennessee Waltz,” and other songs played from 95 carillon bells on the north end of Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park.


[image: image]

Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park



Parthenon

Experience Ancient Greece in the United States at this life-size replica of the Parthenon. It’s a gathering place, a museum, and one of the reasons Nashville is called “The Athens of the South”.

Grand Ole Opry House

Two hours at the Grand Ole Opry House introduces you to the depth and breadth of country music.

Lane Motor Museum

Find all manner of automobiles, from early hybrids and steam engines to a car that’s so small it can be “reversed” simply by picking it up and putting it down facing the other direction, at Lane Motor Museum.
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Lane Motor Museum



Cheekwood

With a winding sculpture garden and acres of botanic gems that wow in every season, Cheekwood is Nashville’s most colorful outdoor oasis.


Celebrate Black Heritage

Music City is home to four historically Black colleges and universities, a number of African American churches, and historical and cultural sites that hark back to the Civil War, the Civil Rights Movement, and other significant moments.

Among the highlights:

• More than 2,700 men, most of them Black, toiled to build Fort Negley, what was then the largest inland masonry fortification and a crucial fort in the Civil War. As many as 800 people died while building the fort, and many more Black soldiers died during the Battle of Nashville. The Union army did not supply weapons to the Black soldiers or enslaved people; they were forced to protect themselves with whatever tools they had.

• Head to the Civil Rights Room on the second floor of the Nashville Public Library to learn about the sit-ins that took place in Nashville and the progress they made to help desegregate public services nationwide.

• First Horizon Park, the home of the Nashville Sounds, was built on the site of Sulphur Dell, which in the 1800s was baseball’s home in Nashville. In the 1940s, Sulphur Dell was where the Nashville Cubs, a Negro League team, played their games.

• The Fisk Jubilee Singers were the first world-touring musical group and, thanks to Queen Victoria, the inspiration for the Music City moniker for Nashville. Today they continue the tradition of singing spirituals for audiences worldwide.

• Founded in 1912, Tennessee State University has had many achievements; among them it has produced more Olympic gold medalists than any other university in the United States. Graduates include Olympic champion Wilma Rudolph and television producer Oprah Winfrey.

• When the National Museum of African American Music opened in 2021, it became the first museum dedicated to recognizing and celebrating the accomplishments of Black musicians. The space features five galleries covering more than 50 genres of music, including blues, hip-hop, and R&B, plus the context that makes them essential.
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Best Bites

More than a few high-profile chefs—including Chopped’s Maneet Chauhan, Julia Jaksic, and world-famous Jonathan Waxman, just to name three—have opened kitchens here, adding serious street cred to Nashville’s serious eats.

Of course, this is the South, and Southern food, in all its interpretations, still reigns supreme. It would be a mistake to dine your way through Nashville without indulging in spicy hot chicken, flaky biscuits, and buttery grits. Don’t skip a stop at a meat-and-three, a Nashville-style cafeteria where you choose one meat dish (often pot roast or fried chicken) and up to three vegetables (macaroni and cheese counts as a vegetable in this context).

Downtown and SoBro

Assembly Food Hall

In the heart of downtown, the multilevel Assembly Food Hall brings the breadth of Nashville cuisine together in one place. It’s a great place to try Kurdish eats, Chinese comfort food, and, yes, several kinds of hot chicken.

The Catbird Seat and Bastion

Both The Catbird Seat and Bastion are about world-class dining performances, not just what’s on the plate.

Germantown and Capitol View

Butchertown Hall

Come for the meat-centric menu that has locals clamoring for a seat at Butchertown Hall. The street tacos and meat platters don’t disappoint.

Slim & Husky’s

Slim & Husky’s bakes up popular signature pizzas and design-it-yourself options.

Music Row and Midtown

Elliston Place Soda Shop

Since 1939, the Elliston Place Soda Shop has been serving burgers, milkshakes, and pie to Nashvillians. It’s a timeless experience.

East Nashville

Margot Café and Bar

East Nashville’s Margot Café and Bar cooks from the freshest ingredients daily. The menu changes based on what’s at the market, and it is always simple and elegant.

Game Point Café

Thanks to a library of more than 300 board games, you can entertain your crew and eat and drink well at Game Point Café.

South Nashville

Plaza Mariachi

You’ll feel like you’ve gone south of the border with the food, music, dancing, and spirit at Plaza Mariachi.

Greater Nashville

The Loveless Cafe

Lots of places are known for biscuits chock-full of flaky goodness, but since 1951 The Loveless Cafe is the best known.

Prince’s Hot Chicken Shack

Die-hards know it is milk, not water, that cools the mouth after a bite of Prince’s Hot Chicken Shack's Nashville-style pain.


Nashville with Kids

Sure, Nashville is filled with beer, bourbon, and late-night carousing: That’s the honky-tonk way. But there’s no shortage of things for kids to do, see, and eat.

• Animal lovers will adore the meerkat exhibit at the Nashville Zoo at Grassmere, as well as the zoo’s Wild Animal Carousel. There’s something new going on at the zoo almost every week.

• The Adventure Science Center and its Sudekum Planetarium offer hands-on exhibits, education disguised as entertainment, and a great option for being indoors on rainy days. Clear nights call for a drive to the Dyer Observatory.

• Nashville’s many parks and open green spaces are perfect for getting kids moving. The Centennial Sportsplex (222 25th Ave. N.; 615/862-8490 or 615/862-8480; aquatics center 6am-7pm Mon.-Thurs., 6am-6pm Fri., noon-4pm Sat.) offers ice-skating, tennis, and more. Hillsboro Village’s Fannie Mae Dees Park (2400 Blakemore Ave.; 615/862-8400; 6am-11pm daily) is known as “the dragon park” because of a giant dragon sculpture that kids love to climb. Wasioto Park adds epic rivers and a little ecology education to the play experience.

• In warm-weather months, Nashville Shores (4001 Bell Rd.; 615/889-7050; https://nashvilleshores.com) and Wave Country are great cool-off spots. If you book a room at Gaylord Opryland Resort, you can add a package for the mammoth SoundWaves water park, which is a kid’s dream, with indoor and outdoor slides, waves, and floats. Depending on the time of year, the hotel also has scavenger hunts and other kid-friendly activities.

• Nashville Children's Theatre has been offering stage productions for little ones since 1931.

• Hungry after all that play? Berry Hill’s The Pfunky Griddle lets kids (and their parents) cook their own pancakes on a table-side grill, filling them with M&Ms, blueberries, or other toppings.
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Listen and Sway in Music City

From concerts to theater, Music City earns its nickname with plenty of entertaining diversions. No trip to Nashville is complete without hearing live music.

Music City overflows with musicians and songwriters and opportunities to hear them. So whether you love to two-step or you prefer something with a different kind of beat, be sure to make time for music during your visit. (Honestly, it will be hard to ignore the sounds of music, no matter where you are in Nashville.)

Honky-Tonks

These are the bars with live music that line Lower Broadway (and are scattered throughout the city). Traditionally they exclusively played country and Western swing. Now you’ll catch top 40 country and even some rock ‘n’ roll. The majority of music is cover songs, so everyone can sing and dance along. Music plays all day and all night and there’s no cover charge. Just tip the band every time the hat is passed and when you are making a special song request. Some bands offer Venmo as an option for tips. Some honky-tonks allow people under the age of 21 before 6 p.m.; the earlier in the day, the more family-friendly the experience.

Much in Nashville has changed, but boot-scooting and toe-tapping are an essential part of the Music City experience. Get your honky-tonk in at Robert’s Western World.

Listening Rooms and Classes

These quiet, sit-down spots are where you can hear a singer-songwriter share the stories behind the lyrics. If there are three or more songwriters, they’ll take turns in a format called “in the round.” These are acoustic shows, and you don’t want to talk to your neighbor while they take place. Some require advance planning to nab tickets. Others can be a last-minute decision. Some are kid-friendly, provided that kids can sit and listen. Here are some of Nashville’s best listening rooms and classes:

• For more than four decades good bluegrass has been played at the Station Inn. Don’t miss it.

• Hear songwriters perform and tell the stories behind their greatest hits at Backstage Nashville. These daytime events are great introductions to Nashville’s essence before a night out on the town.

• Come join the locals for classes, lessons, and lectures at the Nashville Jazz Workshop—the musical heartbeat of the city’s jazz scene.

• Go to The Bluebird Cafe if you want to hear the people who write the songs, not just those who sing them.

Concerts

Like concert halls anywhere, these are venues where you’ll see a one-time performance. Big name acts sell out quickly, particularly at the small-capacity spaces.

• Primary outdoor venues include FirstBank Amphitheater and Ascend Amphitheater, where shows take place only during warmer-weather months. The cities largest venues include Bridgestone Arena and Nissan Stadium.

• The Grand Ole Opry House is still the place both up-and-coming and veteran musicians want to play, and it still sells out many nights.
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the Grand Ole Opry stage



• Since the late 1800s, the Fisk Jubilee Singers have been sharing the gospel of Music City with audiences around the globe.
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Fisk Jubilee Singers



Coffee Shops, Restaurants, and Hotel Lobbies

Locals often joke that it is harder to find a place that doesn’t offer live music than one that does, so if you are stumped on what to listen to, just grab a table and hear what you hear. Bars may have cover charges, but coffee shops and restaurants rarely do. Tip the band if presented the opportunity.

Planning Your Experience

You don’t need advance tickets at many venues, although some of the best, such as Ryman Auditorium, The Station Inn, and The Bluebird Cafe, are relatively small so it’s best to book ahead of time. The Nashville Convention & Visitors Corp (www.visitmusiccity.com) and The Music Venue Alliance of Nashville (www.mvan.org) feature calendars of events.

If you’re looking for secondary-market tickets, stick to authorized venue exchanges or reputable sites like Stub Hub. Some band fan groups may have online ticket exchanges. In-person ticket scalpers, though rare in Nashville, are not recommended.

The city’s largest facilities have clear-bag polices. Check in advance to see what you are allowed to bring with you. Most of the downtown honky-tonks prohibit luggage and backpacks. Many larger venues are cashless facilities.
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1957, withlocal offices run by guitarist-
producer Chet Atkins. Its success led
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A, built next door in 1964. Studio
B recorded numerous hits by Elvis

Presley, the Everly Brothers, Roy
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