
[image: cover-image]


[image: Image]

Washington State

MARISSA PEDERSEN

[image: image]


[image: image]



How to use this ebook:

•  Every chapter begins with a table of contents to help guide you through the content.

•  Tap on blue headings or text to link to correlated content.

•  Within content, tap on blue headings to go back to nearest table of contents.

•  Double-tap on maps or images to zoom in.

•  All entries in the Index and Map Index are linked to specific content for quick navigation.
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Hurricane Ridge in Olympic National Park



WELCOME TO Washington State
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National Parks Road Trip
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FUN FOR FAMILIES

Columbia River Gorge and Walla Walla Getaway

SKIING AND SNOWBOARDING IN WASHINGTON

Brimming with enchantment, Washington state is a true spectacle of nature, culture, and adventure. Picture this—snowy mountaintops puncturing the skyline, dense forests veiling hidden waterfalls, vast vineyards stretching under the clear skies, and rugged coastlines kissed by the Pacific, all interspersed with unique towns and cities.

Seattle, distinguished by its skyline bearing the iconic Space Needle, is located in the middle of it all. With a population surpassing 725,000 people, the city hums with life, stirring the senses with vibrant street art, the tantalizing aromas of Pike Place Market, the rhythmic strumming of street musicians, and, of course, the unparalleled taste of its famed coffee. Any local will tell you, in Seattle life isn’t just lived—it’s savored.

Yet beyond the city lights, Washington whispers an invitation to the great outdoors. Exchange the cityscape for a canvas of stars reflected in the tranquil waters of the Pacific coast. Swap city streets for trails winding through lush, moss-draped rain forests in Olympic National Park. And suddenly, the Emerald City feels like a world away.

Venture into the heart of wine country in the Columbia Gorge, where sprawling vineyards and boutique wineries offer a taste of Washington’s finest vintages. Hike the rugged trails of Mount Rainier National Park, where alpine meadows burst with wildflowers in the summer and pristine snow blankets the terrain in winter. Delve into profound Indigenous cultures, take in the sweeping views from Hurricane Ridge, seek majestic whales off the shores of the San Juan Islands. Or simply lose yourself in the wild, untouched landscapes.

Each corner of this state offers a unique slice of its diverse beauty, ensuring that every visit is a new adventure. Washington state isn’t just a destination—it’s a treasure trove waiting to be discovered.
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10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Exploring fresh seafood and unique handicrafts of Pike Place Market, one of America’s oldest farmers markets.
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2 Ascending the Space Needle for panoramic views of Seattle, Mount Rainier, and the Puget Sound.
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3 Hiking in Mount Rainier National Park, especially in the Paradise and Sunrise areas.
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4 Wine-tasting in top destinations like the Yakima Valley, Red Mountain, and Walla Walla.
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5 Whale-watching on San Juan Island.
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6 Walking through the lush Hoh Rain Forest in Olympic National Park.
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7 Taking a factory tour at the Boeing Future of Flight in Everett.
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8 Biking the Spokane River Centennial Trail from Spokane to the Idaho border.
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9 Driving the stunning North Cascades Highway on your way to North Cascades National Park.
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10 Visiting an active volcano at Mount St. Helens.



Planning Your Trip

WHERE TO GO

Seattle

Puget Sound and Lake Washington frame Seattle, a city famous for its diverse neighborhoods and landmarks. Visit Pike Place Market for local fare and to see the world-famous fish toss, or ride up the Space Needle to take in incredible panoramas of the city and surrounding area. The Seattle Art Museum and the Museum of Pop Culture are world-class cultural institutions, while the trails and beaches of Discovery Park or the waters of Lake Union are perfect for nature lovers.

Around Seattle

There are several amazing day trips close to Seattle. To the east, you’ll find Snoqualmie Falls and plenty of hiking trails, or stay a little more local and go wine-tasting in nearby Woodinville. To the south, discover energetic Tacoma, or venture north to explore picturesque seaside towns like Edmonds and Everett, home to the Boeing factory. Or drive the Mountain Loop Highway for scenic views of Washington’s western Cascades. Take a ferry ride to the Puget Sound islands of Whidbey, Vashon, or Bainbridge Island to experience small-town life.

Olympic Peninsula

From mild rain forests to rocky shores, the Olympic Peninsula is home to a wide variety of ecosystems. One must-see is Olympic National Park, which boasts beautiful beaches, old forests, and majestic mountains in an unspoiled natural setting. Take a stroll around Rialto Beach’s sea stacks and tidal pools, or wander through moss-draped trees and lush foliage in the Hoh Rain Forest. Port Angeles and Forks are just two of the quaint communities on the peninsula that make great home bases for adventures.
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view from Mount Storm King, Olympic National Park
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San Juan Islands

The San Juan Islands are a haven for outdoor enthusiasts and wildlife watchers. On San Juan Island, you can visit the town of Friday Harbor, explore historic sites like Lime Kiln Point State Park, and take a whale-watching tour to see orcas in their natural habitat. Orcas Island, the largest of the islands, features Moran State Park with camping opportunities and panoramic views from Mount Constitution, while Lopez Island is favored by bikers.

North Cascades

The North Cascades offer some of Washington’s most rugged and stunning landscapes. North Cascades National Park is a paradise for hikers and climbers, with trails leading to alpine lakes, towering peaks, and pristine wilderness. The scenic North Cascades Highway winds through the park with stunning views. The region’s small towns, such as Winthrop and Mazama, are ideal places to fuel up and rest for the night.


Washington’s Weekend Getaways

Much of Washington can be experienced as weekend getaways from Seattle, and with how diverse the state is, there’s no shortage of options. Whether you’re looking for a relaxing wine-tasting trip or an overnight backpacking adventure, there’s something for everyone.









	If You Like…
	Destination
	Distance from Seattle (mi/km/drive time)





	Wine-tasting
	Savor award-winning wines and tour picturesque vineyards in Walla Walla.
	260 mi/420 km/4 hours 15 minutes



	Whale-watching
	Embark on an unforgettable adventure to spot majestic orcas and humpbacks around San Juan Island.
	107 mi/172 km/3 hours 15 minutes



	Hiking and backpacking
	Traverse rugged trails and experience stunning alpine scenery in the North Cascades.
	107 mi/172 km/2 hours



	River rafting
	Experience thrilling rapids on the Wenatchee River in Leavenworth.
	117 mi/188 km/2 hours



	Camping
	Enjoy stunning camping spots on the Olympic Peninsula, including Salt Creek Recreation Area and Sol Duc Hot Springs.
	100 mi/160 km/3 hours 123 mi/198 km/3.5 hours



	Scenic drives
	Take in the dramatic landscapes and beautiful vistas along the Columbia River Gorge.
	210 mi/338 km/3.5 hours



	Beaches
	Relax on the sandy shores and explore coastal towns at Ocean Shores and Long Beach.
	132 miles/212 km/2.5 hours 170 mi/275 km/3 hours







Mount Rainier

Mount Rainier National Park is a wonderland for hikers, with trails ranging from easy walks through wildflower meadows to strenuous climbs up glaciers. The Paradise and Sunrise areas are popular for their amazing views and numerous hiking options. The park becomes a haven for cross-country skiers and snowshoers during the winter months. The surrounding towns, like Ashford and Packwood, provide cozy lodgings. Nearby, Mount St. Helens and Mount Adams offer additional hiking adventures.
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Mount Rainier National Park



Columbia River Gorge

The Columbia River Gorge, a dramatic canyon cutting through the Cascade Range, has stunning vistas, numerous waterfalls, and many hiking opportunities. Drive along the Historic Columbia River Highway to see iconic waterfalls like Multnomah Falls and Bridal Veil Falls. The town of Hood River, known for its vibrant outdoor scene, offers excellent windsurfing and kiteboarding and a charming downtown. Continuing east, you’ll find the heart of Washington’s wine country in Walla Walla and Yakima Valley.

Eastern Washington

Eastern Washington, with its vast landscapes and sunny climate, contrasts sharply with the lush western part of the state. Spokane is the bustling main city and offers plenty of outdoor recreational opportunities. Discover the Grand Coulee Dam’s engineering marvel, or see Ice Age remnants at Sun Lakes-Dry Falls State Park. Enjoy concerts with a river view at the Gorge Amphitheatre, or follow the Spokane River Centennial Trail, a paved path ideal for biking and walking.

WHEN TO GO

Spring in Washington brings a mix of mild temperatures and increased rainfall, particularly in the western part of the state. While it may rain sporadically throughout the day, sunny skies often appear later. The Cascade Range usually retains snow until late spring, making its lower-elevation hikes more accessible during this season. In the eastern regions, spring sees blooming wildflowers and warmer, drier conditions. There are fewer crowds and beautiful wildflower displays, but also muddy trails and variable weather.

Washington in the summer typically means sunshine across the state, with warm, pleasant weather and minimal rain. In central and Eastern Washington, days often reach triple digits (38+°C), with cooler nights providing some relief. The western side, including the Olympic Peninsula and the coast, enjoys warm, pleasant temperatures that rarely exceed the low 80s (28°C). Higher elevations in the Cascade Range and Olympic Mountains might not be completely snow-free until mid-July, with wildflower blooms lasting into August. But with ideal hiking conditions and vibrant wildflower displays, it’s also the most popular time of year to visit.

Unfortunately, wildfires are becoming more prevalent in the state and happen mostly June-October. These can lead to road closures, hazardous air quality, and evacuations. Always check current conditions before you head outdoors.

Fall in Washington is marked by cooler temperatures and the return of rainfall, especially in the western regions. The foliage in the Cascade Range and around Puget Sound turns vibrant hues of red, orange, and yellow, offering stunning scenic drives and hikes. Eastern Washington experiences a more gradual cooling with less precipitation, making it a pleasant time for apple picking and wine tours.

Washington’s winters are wet and mild on the western side, with frequent rain and occasional snow in lower elevations. The Cascade Range and Olympic Mountains receive significant snowfall, making them popular destinations for winter sports. In Eastern Washington, winters are colder with more snowfall, and frequent road closures due to snow and ice can make crossing the mountain passes difficult. This makes for excellent conditions for winter sports and fewer crowds in popular tourist areas, but potentially challenging travel conditions.
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BEST OF Washington

This 10-day itinerary covers some of the best things to do in western Washington. You'll explore some of the state's most well-known locations—vibrant Seattle, the serene San Juan Islands, the Olympic Peninsula’s untamed beauty, and magnificent vistas of Mount Rainier.

Seattle

Day 1

Start with a visit to iconic Pike Place Market to sample fresh seafood and shop for unique handicrafts. Don’t miss the Gum Wall and the original Starbucks store nearby. For lunch, head to Beecher’s Handmade Cheese for some of their famous mac and cheese. In the afternoon, explore the Seattle Art Museum, then rent a bike and ride to Olympic Sculpture Park. Return your bike and have a scenic waterfront dinner in Belltown at Aqua by El Gaucho, followed by an evening ride on the Seattle Great Wheel.
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Pike Place Market



Day 2

Begin your second day with coffee and pastries at Le Panier, a French bakery in Pike Place Market. Next head to the Space Needle for some of the best views of the city. Take the elevator back down and walk next door to Chihuly Garden and Glass to admire the stunning glass sculptures. Have lunch at Taylor Shellfish Farms for fresh oysters. Spend the afternoon at the Museum of Pop Culture, exploring exhibits dedicated to music, science fiction, and pop culture. Head back to Pike Place for an Italian meal at The Pink Door.

Day 3

In the morning, make your way to Ballard for coffee at Caffe Umbria. Afterward, visit the Ballard Locks to watch boats pass through the canal and salmon navigate the fish ladder. Stroll through the charming shops in the Ballard area. For lunch, enjoy the vibrant flavors at La Carta de Oaxaca.

Spend the afternoon in Fremont exploring quirky art installations, such as the Fremont Troll. You can also go to Gas Works Park for views of the Seattle skyline. For dinner, try Ivar's Salmon House, which offers beautiful views of Lake Union.

San Juan Islands

Day 4

After a cup of coffee at Storyville Coffee in Seattle, drive to Anacortes to catch the ferry to San Juan Island. The drive is about 1.5 hours, and the ferry ride is another 1.5 hours, so factor travel time into your itinerary. Once you get to Friday Harbor, enjoy a burger and fries at Vic's Drive In. Spend the afternoon in Friday Harbor exploring local stores like Griffin Bay Bookstore and Arctic Raven Gallery. Then visit the San Juan Island National Historical Park, including the American Camp and English Camp, to learn about the history of the area.

For dinner, visit Downriggers to dine with views of the ferry. After dinner, go to Lime Kiln Point State Park, see if you can spot any whales, and walk along the trails while enjoying stunning coastal views. Return to your hotel in Friday Harbor on San Juan Island, where you’ll stay for two nights.

Day 5

Start your morning at Rocky Bay Café & Delicatessen, a local favorite for hearty breakfasts. Join a whale-watching tour with a local operator to experience majestic orcas and other marine wildlife. Head to The Bait Shop in Friday Harbor for lunch for seafood and stunning waterfront views. In the afternoon, visit The Farm at Krystal Acres, where you can meet friendly alpacas and browse the farm store, which sells a variety of ethically produced products made from alpaca wool. Next, enjoy a tasting at Westcott Bay Cider, sampling their artisanal ciders made from local apples. For dinner, head to Roche Harbor to dine at Duck Soup, then walk around the harbor at sunset.

Olympic Peninsula

Day 6

Before leaving San Juan Island, start your day with a quick breakfast at Bakery San Juan in Friday Harbor. Take a morning ferry back to Anacortes and drive 2 hours 45 minutes to Port Angeles. Enjoy lunch in Port Angeles at Downriggers on the Water. Then start your exploration of Olympic National Park at Hurricane Ridge. Drive up to this stunning vantage point to enjoy views of the mountains and valleys, and spend the afternoon hiking one of the many trails, such as High Ridge. Return to Port Angeles and enjoy dinner at Next Door GastroPub. Stay the night in town.
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Hurricane Ridge in Olympic National Park



Day 7

In the morning, drive to Neah Bay and learn about the rich heritage of the Makah Tribe at the Makah Cultural and Research Center. Then head to nearby Cape Flattery for a short hike to the dramatic cliffs overlooking the Pacific Ocean. For lunch, enjoy a meal at Calvin’s Crab House back in Neah Bay. In the afternoon, make your way to the Hoh Rain Forest, one of the most lush and green areas in the Pacific Northwest. Walk the Hall of Mosses trail and immerse yourself in the serene beauty of this unique ecosystem. End with dinner in Forks at Pacific Pizza, and stay the night in Forks.

Day 8

In the morning, grab a bite to eat and coffee from one of the local coffee stands in Forks. Stop at Kalaloch Beach to see the famous Tree of Life and enjoy the scenic coastal views as you make your way to Ocean Shores. For lunch, try Bennett's Fish Shack for some of the best fish and chips in the area. Rent a bike and cruise along Ocean Shores’ roads, or visit Damon Point State Park. In the evening, dine at Galway Bay Irish Pub for Irish food and live music. Stay the night in Ocean Shores.

Mount Rainier

Day 9

After coffee in Ocean Shores, drive the 3 hours to Mount Rainer, stopping in Olympia for lunch at Well 80 Brewhouse. Continue your journey to Mount Rainier, arriving at Paradise in the early afternoon. Spend the afternoon hiking the Skyline Trail and stop at Myrtle Falls on the way back. In the evening, enjoy dinner at the Paradise Inn Dining Room and head to Ashford to stay the night.

Day 10

Start your morning with breakfast at Paradise Village Restaurant in Ashford. Drive toward Mount St. Helens, which will take 2 hours. Along the way, pause at Mayfield Lake for beautiful views and a chance to stretch your legs. For lunch, stop at the Backwoods Café at Eco Park Resort near Silver Lake. Visit the Coldwater Ridge Visitor Center to learn more about the eruption and the area’s recovery. Spend the afternoon exploring the hiking trails, taking in the views of the crater and lava dome. From Mount St. Helens, it’s a 3-hour drive back to Seattle, so many people choose to stay the night in Castle Rock. El Compadre is a great place for Mexican food in Castle Rock if you stay overnight.


Whale-Watching

Whale-watching is a truly iconic activity in the Pacific Northwest, and Washington boasts no shortage of places to witness these magnificent creatures. Seeing humpback, orca, and gray whales in their own environment is an unforgettable adventure. Even more thrilling are the times of year when these whales migrate. Gray whales travel north March-May and migrate south October-December. Prime time to watch humpback whales is May-October, while orcas are visible all year, with the best sightings May-September.

WHALE-WATCHING TOURS

Sign up for one of the numerous whale-watching trips across the state to increase your chances of seeing these fantastic creatures. Port Townsend on the Olympic Peninsula offers access to the vast Strait of Juan de Fuca, while Anacortes and Friday Harbor give direct access to the rich waters around the San Juan Islands. These tours use technology to pinpoint the whales’ location, and experienced staff members provide educational information.

WHALE-WATCHING VIEWPOINTS

For those who prefer to stay on land, you have a good chance of spotting whales from the following places.

San Juan Islands

One of the best land-based whale-watching spots is Lime Kiln Point State Park, also known as Whale Watch Park, on San Juan Island. Visitors can often see orcas, especially during the summer months. Another great spot on San Juan Island is San Juan County Park, which provides fantastic water views where orcas frequently pass by.

Olympic Peninsula

On the Olympic Peninsula, Cape Flattery has stunning views of the Pacific Ocean where visitors might spot migrating gray whales. Kalaloch Beach, located in Olympic National Park, is another excellent spot for whale-watching, particularly during the gray whale migration.

The Strait of Juan de Fuca has great whale-watching locations, such as Dungeness Spit near Sequim. The long sand spit provides excellent opportunities for spotting gray whales, particularly in the spring.

Coastal areas like Westport are ideal for whale-watching, and gray whales are often sighted there, especially during their migration periods. La Push, near the Quileute Indian Reservation, also offers amazing coastal views and opportunities to spot migrating whales.

Whidbey Island

Whidbey Island, with locations like Langley and Possession Point State Park, offers great viewpoints for whale-watching.

SEALS, SEA LIONS, AND SEA OTTERS

Whales may be Washington’s most famous marine animal, but seals, sea lions, and sea otters also call the state’s oceans home.

One of the best places to see harbor seals is the San Juan Islands, particularly around Roche Harbor and Friday Harbor, especially during pupping season in the spring and summer when you can see seal pups resting on the shores. Another excellent spot for seal-watching is the Edmonds Underwater Park, where harbor seals often swim close to the shore.

Sea lions are also frequently spotted lounging and fishing around Port Angeles Harbor, particularly around the Ediz Hook area.

The best place in Washington to see sea otters is the coastal waters of the Olympic Peninsula. Near La Push and the mouth of the Hoh River are prime locations for spotting sea otters as they float on their backs in the kelp beds.
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National Parks Road Trip

Washington is lucky enough to have three national parks, each with its own allure. If you have the time, spending a few days in each one is worth it. The best time to go is July-September, as all three parks will be open, and your chances of encountering snow are minimal.

Note: Timed reservations are required for entering the Paradise and Sunrise areas of Mount Rainer National Park during high season (for more information, visit recreation.gov).

North Cascades National Park

Day 1

SEATTLE TO NORTH CASCADES

100 mi/160 km/2 hours

From Seattle, make the 2-hour drive northeast via I-5 and Route 20 along the North Cascades Highway. Your first stop is in Concrete at the Lower Baker Dam Overlook for views of this mighty dam. When you’re hungry, take a lunch break at Annie's Pizza Station, known for its freshly made pizzas. After refueling, head to the Skagit River Bald Eagle Interpretive Center to spot local birds and have a chance to see bald eagles.

Continue driving to North Cascades National Park. Your base will be in Marblemount, but continue past here for the afternoon. Start with the Trail of the Cedars, a short loop hike that takes you over a suspension bridge and through an ancient forest of towering cedar trees. For a more challenging hike, try Heather-Maple Pass Loop, known for its alpine views and wildflower meadows. After a day of hiking, head back to Marblemount and enjoy a hearty dinner at the Upriver Grill & Taproom.

Day 2

NORTH CASCADES

114 mi/183 km/2.5 hours

Drive to Newhalem to stock up on food for the day at the Newhalem General Store. From Newhalem, head to the Diablo Lake Overlook to get stunning photos of the turquoise lake. See more of the lake by going on a Diablo Lake Boat Tour.

Enjoy the lunch you packed from Newhalem while taking in the surroundings of Diablo Lake. In the afternoon, drive to the Blue Lake trailhead for an easy, rewarding hike that ends at a beautiful lake. Later, make your way to Washington Pass at the far edge of the park for more spectacular views of the North Cascades. Return to Marblemount for the night and enjoy dinner at Mondo's.

Olympic National Park

Day 3

NORTH CASCADES TO PORT ANGELES

160 mi/260 km/4 hours

Start your morning early and head toward Olympic National Park. To get here, retrace the North Cascades Highway to I-5 then drive south to Edmonds where you’ll catch the ferry to Kingston. From Kingston, take Route 104 west towards the Olympic Peninsula. Continue driving until you reach Sequim. Have lunch at the Oak Table Café.

Continue to Lake Crescent in Olympic National Park and spend the afternoon strolling around the lake’s perimeter or go for a hike, such as Marymere Falls, an easy hike that leads to a beautiful waterfall. If you’re up for something more challenging, head up Mount Storm King for incredible panoramic views of the lake.

In the evening, drive to Port Angeles and settle in for the night. Enjoy a relaxing dinner at Fiesta Jalisco, known for its authentic Mexican cuisine.

Day 4

PORT ANGELES TO FORKS

56 mi/90 km/1 hour

In the morning, head toward Neah Bay to visit the Makah Cultural and Research Center and learn about the culture of the Makah Tribe. After, enjoy clam chowder at Warmhouse Restaurant.

Drive south to the Hoh Rain Forest, one of the park’s most mystical areas. Stop at the visitor center to learn about the region’s ecosystems, and then hike the Hall of Mosses trail, a short loop through a forest draped in vibrant mosses and ferns. For a longer hike, check out part of the Hoh River Trail, which follows the river deep into the forest.

In the evening, drive to Forks and stay overnight. Enjoy burgers and fries at Sully's Drive-In, and go on a self-guided Twilight tour around town if you have time.

Day 5

FORKS TO LAKE QUINAULT

67 mi/108 km/1 hour 20 minutes

Your last day in Olympic National Park is all about discovering its coastal beauty. Start with a visit to Rialto Beach and its dramatic sea stacks, and the Hole-in-the-Wall hike, a popular trek that leads to a unique rock formation offering stunning coastal views. After your morning hike, enjoy a fresh seafood lunch at River's Edge Restaurant.

In the afternoon, explore the tide pools and sea stacks on Ruby Beach, and continue south on US 101 to the iconic Tree of Life, a large Sitka spruce precariously perched on a cliff, held in place by its roots.

Continue to Lake Quinault in the southwestern part of the park. To immerse yourself in the lush environment, drive the Quinault Rain Forest Loop or hike the Quinault Loop Trail. End your day with dinner at The Salmon House for baked salmon and a view of the lake.


Regional Cuisine: Seafood 101

Washington is famous for its fresh seafood, particularly Puget Sound oysters, wild salmon, and Dungeness crab. Here are some of the best seafood restaurants across the state. Although some places are more known for a specific item, most serve a variety of seafood dishes, such as oysters on the half shell to fish tacos and rotating catches of the day, so you’ll be able to try a bit of everything.

OYSTERS

• The Walrus and the Carpenter offers fresh oysters, clams, and seasonal seafood in a cozy Seattle setting.

• Taylor Shellfish Farms is one of the biggest sellers of oysters and other shellfish; you can visit their bright and airy Seattle locations or their waterfront patio along Chuckanut Drive.

SALMON

• The Salmon House serves delicious dishes like pan-seared salmon and other sustainable seafood in a rustic setting by Lake Quinault.

• Cascade Dining Room at Skamania Lodge offers Columbia River steelhead and wild-caught salmon in a lush forest setting near the Columbia River Gorge.

• Doc’s Marina Grill features fresh, locally sourced seafood, including excellent salmon entrées, with stunning waterfront views on the Olympic Peninsula.

CRAB

• Choose from fresh crab, prawns, and fish with scenic views of the Columbia River Gorge at The Chophouse at The Old Warehouse.

• As the name implies, Moby Duck Chowder & Seafood has famously good chowder, but the real draw for this Olympic Peninsula gem is the Dungeness crab rolls.

CHOWDER

• Pike Place Chowder offers ten different chowders in the famous Pike Place Market.

• Duke’s Seafood features award-wining clam chowder with views of the Seattle skyline at their South Lake Union location.

• Downriggers serves chowders and grilled fish with panoramic views of Friday Harbor.

FISH AND CHIPS

• The Bait Shop is a casual, to-go dining experience with fresh, locally caught fish and chips that people take to the nearby benches with views of Friday Harbor.

• Alki Spud Fish and Chips has served British-style fish and chips since 1935—take it to go and enjoy views of Seattle from Alki Beach.



Mount Rainier National Park

Day 6

LAKE QUINAULT TO ASHFORD

145 mi/233 km/3 hours

Start with an early-morning departure from Lake Quinault, heading toward Mount Rainier National Park. The drive is approximately 3 hours, and you’ll stop at Rainier BaseCamp Bar & Grill in Ashford for lunch. This town will be your base, so you could also check into your accommodation before going into the park.

In the afternoon, head to the Paradise area of the park and stop at the Henry M. Jackson Visitor Center to learn about the park’s history, geology, and wildlife. Begin your exploration with a hike on the Nisqually Vista Trail, an easy loop with close-up views of Mount Rainier and the Nisqually Glacier. For a second short hike, drive down Stevens Canyon Road to reach Bench and Snow Lakes, where you’ll hike to a lake you can swim in.

Head back toward Ashford and visit Reflection Lakes for a few pictures. Stop at Christine Falls or one of the many other waterfalls on the way back. Once in Ashford, enjoy dinner at Copper Creek Inn.

Day 7

ASHFORD TO SUNRISE

107 mi/172 km/2 hours

Start your day with a quick breakfast at the Ashford General Store and embark on a scenic 2-hour drive to the Sunrise area, following Stevens Canyon Road and Route 123. If you’re up for a hike, make your way to the Silver Falls trailhead in the Ohanapecosh area, known for its beautiful waterfall. Continue north to Sunrise, making sure to stop at some of the many viewpoints along Sunrise Park Road.

Once you arrive at Sunrise, visit the Sunrise Visitor Center to get information on any hikes you’re interested in. Sourdough Ridge Trail has expansive views of the park’s terrain, or hike to Mount Fremont Lookout to visit a historic fire lookout.

Have lunch at Sunrise Day Lodge and relax for a bit. You can explore another trail around Sunrise, such as the easy Sunrise Nature Trail, or head back toward Ashford. Stop in the Ohanapecosh area to hike the Silver Falls Trail. Have dinner at Wildberry in Ashford.

With More Time

Day 8

MOUNT RAINIER TO MOUNT ST. HELENS

70 mi/113 km/2 hours

Start your day with a scenic 2-hour drive to Mount St. Helens. Make your first stop at the Mount St. Helens Interpretive Center at Silver Lake to learn about the history and impact of the eruption. If you’re up for a hike, Hummocks Trail is an easy one, or Harry's Ridge is a longer but rewarding route. Note: The Johnston Ridge Observatory is closed until 2027; see www.fs.usda.gov for updates.

End your day by driving to the town of Castle Rock, where you can settle in for the night. Enjoy dinner at Parker's Steakhouse and Brewery.

Day 9

MOUNT ST. HELENS TO MOUNT ADAMS

136 mi/219 km/2 hours 15 minutes

Set off toward Mount Adams. Your first stop is the Mount Adams Ranger Station, where you can learn about the best hiking trails and scenic spots and pick up maps.

For lunch, head into the town of Trout Lake and enjoy a filling meal at Mt. Adams Pizza. In the afternoon, go on the Crofton Butte hike, a moderately challenging trail with views of the surrounding forests and Mount Adams. Return to Trout Lake and dine on sandwiches at the Station Café. The return trip to Seattle is roughly 4 hours (250 mi/402 km), so it’s worth staying the night at Trout Lake Valley Inn and driving back the next day.
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Best Hikes in Washington

Washington is a hiker's dream, offering hundreds of diverse trails that cater to all skill levels and interests from a serene coastal beach walk to a challenging alpine wilderness trek. The sheer variety (and beauty) of Washington's hiking trails means there's something for everyone.

Many hikes require a prepaid pass displayed in your car. The Discover Pass (www.discoverpass.wa.gov) is required for state parks and recreation lands, while the Northwest Forest Pass (www.fs.usda.gov) is needed for national forest trailheads and sites in Washington and Oregon. Both are available as day passes, but if you plan on doing several hikes during your trip, it's worth buying an annual pass to save money. For planning hikes and finding the latest trail conditions, the Washington Trails Association (www.wta.org) is an invaluable resource, offering comprehensive trail guides, trip reports, and maps.

Around Seattle

Rattlesnake Ledge

4 MI (6.4 KM), 2 HOURS, EASY/MODERATE

This hike has scenic views of Rattlesnake Lake from above and ends at a ledge with steep drop-offs, perfect for a short adventure.

Mount Si

8 MI (12.9 KM), 5 HOURS, STRENUOUS

A challenging hike with switchbacks through old-growth trees, leading to a clearing with stunning views of the surrounding valley.

Snow Lake

7.2 MI (11.6 KM), 4 HOURS, MODERATE

Starting from Snoqualmie Pass, the trail features moderate climbing through a talus slope and offers stunning views of Snow Lake.

Ebey’s Landing

5.6 MI (9 KM), 2.5 HOURS, EASY/MODERATE

This hike traverses historic sites, wheat fields, and rugged coastal trails, providing panoramic views of the prairie and shoreline.

Olympic Peninsula

Shi Shi Beach and Point of Arches

8 MI (12.9 KM), 4 HOURS, MODERATE

This hike takes you along sandy beaches with bleached logs, sea stacks, and tide pools, ending at the scenic Point of Arches.
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Shi Shi Beach



Hurricane Hill

3.2 MI (5.1 KM), 1.5 HOURS, EASY/MODERATE

A scenic hike featuring a gradual ascent through shrublands and pine forests, leading to an exposed summit with views of Vancouver Island, Port Angeles, and the Strait of Juan de Fuca.

Sol Duc Falls

1.6 MI (2.6 KM), 1 HOUR, EASY

An easy hike through the forest to Sol Duc Falls, a powerful 48-ft (15-m) waterfall with a picturesque bridge crossing.

Quinault Loop

4 MI (6.4 KM), 2 HOURS, EASY

A loop trail showcasing lush rain forest, ancient fir trees, and highlights like Lake Quinault.

North and Central Cascades

Blue Lake

4.4 MI (7.1 KM), 2.5 HOURS, EASY

This trail features an alpine lake surrounded by granite peaks, wildflower meadows, boardwalks, and views of Cutthroat Peak and Whistler Mountain.


Fun for Families

There are plenty of things to do to entertain kids all over Washington.

SEATTLE

• Seattle Children's Museum: This hands-on museum has interactive exhibits such as a pretend grocery store and post office designed for kids to explore, play, and learn.

• Seattle Aquarium: Located on the Seattle waterfront, this aquarium has numerous marine life exhibits and hands-on activities, including touch pools.

• Museum of Pop Culture (MoPOP): This is a fun and interactive museum featuring exhibits on music, science fiction, and pop culture.

AROUND SEATTLE

• Price Sculpture Forest: An outdoor sculpture park with interactive art installations along forested trails on Whidbey Island.

• The Outback Kangaroo Farm: This farm in Arlington offers guided tours and allows visitors to interact with kangaroos, wallabies, and other exotic animals.

• Northwest Railway Museum: This Snoqualmie museum features historic railway artifacts, train rides, and a beautifully restored depot.

OLYMPIC PENINSULA

• World Kite Museum: A museum in Long Beach dedicated to the history and art of kites, featuring interactive exhibits and workshops where you can make your own kite.

• Pacific Paradise Park: A family fun center in Ocean Shores with mini golf, bumper boats, go-karts, and an arcade.

• Cape Disappointment Lighthouse: A short hike in Long Beach takes you to one of the oldest lighthouses on the West Coast.

SAN JUAN ISLANDS

• American and English Camps: These historical sites on San Juan Island have trails, picnic areas, and well-preserved buildings that provide insights into the island’s military history, complete with reenactors.

• Krystal Acres Alpaca Farm: Families can meet alpacas and buy alpaca-related gear at this farm on San Juan Island.

• Lime Kiln Point State Park: Known for its whale-watching opportunities, this park offers stunning coastal views and a lighthouse on San Juan Island.

NORTH CASCADES

• Sheri's Sweet Shoppe: A sweets shop with ice cream and candy and an adjacent mini-golf course.

• Leavenworth Nutcracker Museum: A unique museum in Leavenworth featuring an impressive collection of nutcrackers from around the world.

• Leavenworth Reindeer Farm: A fun experience where families can meet and feed reindeer as well as learn about the animals.



Heather-Maple Pass Loop

7.2 MI (11.6 KM), 3.5 HOURS, MODERATE

A scenic loop showcasing summer wildflowers and fall golden larches, with stunning views of Lake Ann, Heather Pass, and Maple Pass.

Colchuck Lake

8 MI (12.9 KM), 4.5 HOURS, STRENUOUS

A challenging hike through forested terrain and across Mountaineer Creek, ending at the dazzling Colchuck Lake with views of Dragontail and Colchuck Peaks.

Lake 22

5.4 MI (8.7 KM), 2.5 HOURS, MODERATE

This trail leads through a red cedar and western hemlock forest, with views of Whitehorse Mountain and Three Fingers, ending at picturesque Lake 22.

Mount Rainier National Park

Skyline Trail Loop

5.5 MI (8.9 KM), 4 HOURS, MODERATE

This loop features a steep climb to Panorama Point, with spectacular views of Mount Rainier, valleys, and mountains, passing through wildflower meadows and by Myrtle Falls.

Naches Peak Loop

3.2 MI (5.1 KM), 1.5 HOURS, EASY/MODERATE

A popular loop hike with views of Mount Rainier and Tipsoo Lake, passing wildflowers in summer and colorful foliage in fall, intersecting with the Pacific Crest Trail.

Silver Falls

3 MI (4.2 KM), 1.5 HOURS, EASY/MODERATE

A shaded loop trail leading along the Ohanapecosh River to the 95-ft Silver Falls, with multiple vantage points of the waterfall.
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Bench and Snow Lakes

2.5 MI (4 KM), 1.5 HOURS, EASY

This hike leads to Bench Lake and the beautiful Snow Lake, where visitors often swim, with manageable elevation gains.
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Columbia River Gorge and Walla Walla Getaway

While western Washington is beautiful, some of the most scenic spots lie in the Columbia River Gorge and Walla Walla. This itinerary will take you through these regions, showcasing the dramatic cliffs and waterfalls of the Columbia River Gorge, as well as the picturesque vineyards and charming downtown of Walla Walla.

Columbia River Gorge

Day 1

VANCOUVER TO HOOD RIVER

66 mi/106 km/1 hour

Start your day with breakfast in Vancouver at Relevant Coffee before driving to Troutdale, Oregon. Stop at the Depot Rail Museum to explore the significance of railroads in the area. For lunch, enjoy an Italian meal at Ristorante di Pompello.

In the early afternoon, drive the Historic Columbia River Highway (Route 30) east toward Hood River, stopping at several beautiful waterfalls along the way, such as Multnomah Falls or Wahkeena Falls.

Continue east and visit the Bonneville Dam to explore the visitor center, see fish ladders, and learn about the dam’s history and impact on the region. In the evening, drive to Hood River for dinner at Solstice and enjoy wood-fired pizza. End your day with drinks at Hood River Brewing, sampling some local craft beers. Stay the night in Hood River at Columbia Gorge Hotel.

Day 2

HOOD RIVER

42 mi/68 km/40 minutes

Start your day with coffee and a light breakfast at Stoked Roasters + Coffeehouse in Hood River, enjoying their riverfront location. After breakfast, take a scenic ride on the Mount Hood Railroad.

For lunch it’s Golden Goods in Hood River, then drive to The Dalles and visit the Fort Dalles Museum to learn about the area’s pioneer history and see one of the oldest structures in the state. Next, explore the Columbia Gorge Discovery Center to delve deeper into the natural and cultural history of the region, and take a walk along the paths outside.

End your day with dinner at Casa El Mirador, where you’ll get a hearty Mexican meal before heading back to your Hood River hotel.

Day 3

HOOD RIVER TO WALLA WALLA

180 mi/290 km/2 hours 45 minutes

Check out of your hotel in Hood River and head to breakfast at Cousin's Restaurant & Saloon in The Dalles. Visit the Maryhill Stonehenge, a replica of England’s Stonehenge with views of the Columbia River. Afterward, see unique art and historical artifacts at the nearby Maryhill Museum of Art.
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Maryhill Stonehenge



Continue your journey north to Goldendale, where you’ll have lunch at Pete's Pizza Pub. Then visit the Goldendale Observatory to learn about astronomy and see their giant telescope.

Drive to Walla Walla for the night and enjoy a delicious Italian dinner at Passatempo Taverna. Check in to the Eritage Resort, where you’ll be staying for the next two nights.

Walla Walla

Day 4

8 mi/13 km/15 minutes

Start your day at Carte Coffee, then head to the Fort Walla Walla Museum, which replicates a pioneer community from the 19th century. For lunch go to AK's Mercado, a trendy spot with street tacos.


Skiing and Snowboarding in Washington

Washington is a huge destination for winter sports enthusiasts, offering some of the best skiing and snowboarding in the Pacific Northwest. Renowned for abundant snowfall and diverse terrain, the state’s popular ski resorts offer runs for all skill levels.

MOUNT BAKER

With its deep powder and unprecedented snowfall, Mount Baker is a favored choice for snowboarders and skiers. The region offers both picturesque, well-groomed courses for novices and intermediates and a range of difficult terrain for experienced skiers.

STEVENS PASS

Stevens Pass has a balanced mix of beginner, intermediate, and advanced runs. It’s known for its night skiing and terrain parks.

SNOQUALMIE PASS

Snoqualmie Pass is a convenient choice, only an hour from Seattle. It features four interconnected ski areas: Alpental, Summit Central, Summit East, and Summit West, and is popular for its night skiing and extensive Nordic trail system.

CRYSTAL MOUNTAIN

Crystal Mountain, the largest ski resort in Washington, features stunning views of Mount Rainier. The resort offers a variety of runs for all skill levels, and its gondola provides access to the summit for both skiers and sightseers.

MISSION RIDGE

Mission Ridge, located near Wenatchee, boasts sunny weather and dry powder conditions. The area is known for its long groomed runs and diverse terrain.



Spend the afternoon wine-tasting in downtown Walla Walla. Begin at Seven Hills Winery and watch wine being made and try their Petit Verdot during a tasting. Next, visit Forgeron Cellars, located in a historic blacksmith shop, to enjoy wines like cabernet Sauvignon and cabernet Franc. End your day with dinner at Hattaway's on Alder, which offers a blend of Northwest and Southern cuisine.

Day 5

19 mi/31 km/35 minutes

Begin your day at the Whitman Mission National Historic Site to learn about the history between Native American tribes and European settlers. For lunch, head to Hop Thief Taphouse and Kitchen, a self-pour taphouse where you can sample a variety of beers, ciders, and wines, as well as pizza and burgers.

Spend the afternoon wine-tasting in the Walla Walla Airport District. Start at Dunham Cellars, housed in a restored WWII airplane hangar, and sample their acclaimed Bordeaux-style blend Trutina. Next, visit Tranche, known for its picturesque views and array of varietals, including Rhône and Bordeaux blends. Head downtown to enjoy dinner at one of the many restaurants.

With More Time

Yakima

DURATION: 1 DAY

DRIVING TIME: 2 HOURS ONE-WAY

If you have an extra day, Yakima is worth exploring. Popular breweries like Valley Brewing Co. and Wandering Hop Brewery are part of a thriving local beer scene. For wine-tasting, visit Naches Heights Vineyard, Freehand Cellars, and Treveri Cellars. Farms and orchards like Washington Fruit Place and Johnson Orchards are great places to get fresh local produce.

Outdoor enthusiasts can enjoy the Tieton Nature Trail and the Cowiche Canyon Uplands Trail. Dining options include Cowiche Canyon Kitchen for an upscale meal, Los Hernandez Tamales for award-winning tamales, and Miner's Drive-In for classic burgers and shakes.

Palouse Falls

DURATION: HALF DAY TRIP

DRIVING TIME: 30 MINUTES ONE-WAY

Palouse Falls is an easy excursion from Walla Walla, as it’s only an hour north. The park features Washington’s official waterfall, which drops 198 ft (60 m) into the Palouse River. The surrounding area offers several hiking trails with stunning views of the falls and the rugged canyon landscape. Pack a picnic to enjoy at the park’s designated areas, as there are no nearby restaurants.

Spokane

DURATION: 2 DAYS

DRIVING TIME: 2.5 HOURS ONE-WAY

Riverfront Park is the heart of Spokane, sprawling along the Spokane River, where you can admire Spokane Falls, ride the Numerica SkyRide gondola, or take a spin on the Looff Carrousel. Manito Park features themed gardens, Mirror Pond, and the Park Bench Café. The Northwest Museum of Arts and Culture houses a vast collection of artifacts and the historic Campbell House. Families will enjoy the Mobius Discovery Center, an interactive children’s museum with hands-on exhibits.

Spokane’s vibrant brewery scene includes Whistle Punk Brewing, which is known for its rotating tap list of local beer. Kendall Yards is great for shopping, with local restaurants and boutique stores. Dining options in Spokane include Clinkerdagger for seafood and prime rib, Baba Spokane for Middle Eastern-inspired dishes, and Vieux Carré NOLA Kitchen for authentic Cajun and Creole dishes.
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