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How to use this ebook:

•  Every chapter begins with a table of contents to help guide you through the content.

•  Tap on blue headings or text to link to correlated content.

•  Within content, tap on blue headings to go back to nearest table of contents.

•  Double-tap on maps or images to zoom in.

•  All entries in the Index and Map Index are linked to specific content for quick navigation.
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WELCOME TO Andalusia

10 TOP EXPERIENCES

Planning Your Trip

IF YOU HAVE . . .

BEST OF Andalusia: Seville, Córdoba, and Granada

ISLAM IN ANDALUSIA

Grand Tour of Andalusia

TAPAS, TAPAS, TAPAS!

FAMILY ADVENTURE FOR FUN-SEEKERS

Exploring the Pueblos Blancos

Costa del Sol Road Trip

BEST BEACHES OF ANDALUSIA’S SOUTHERN COAST

Andalusia is a region that loves to celebrate. Whether it’s the Patio Festival of Córdoba, the Semana Santa processions in Seville, or the weeklong Feria de Agosto in Málaga, it seems like every day there is a fiesta taking place somewhere. When people talk about the passion or spirit of Andalusia, this is what they mean.

In a way, the geography of Andalusia is the cause for all of this. Located at the southernmost tip of continental Spain, hugging the north face of the Strait of Gibraltar, staring down Africa to the south, with rivers flowing to both the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, its geopolitical importance over thousands of years has fashioned vibrant cities, charming towns, and a picturesque countryside filled with colorful festivals, iconic architecture, and mouthwatering cuisine.

At the heart of Andalusia is the golden triangle of cities—Seville, Granada, and Córdoba—each with its own distinct character and appeal. Seville, the capital of Andalusia, is a city of contrasts, where ancient monuments and narrow alleyways meet modern art galleries and trendy restaurants. Granada, with its stunning Alhambra palace, is a cultural and architectural gem that has been drawing visitors for centuries. Córdoba, with its UNESCO-listed Mosque-Cathedral, is a city where the histories of Christianity, Islam, and Judaism intertwine.

From this triangle of urban exploration, you can continue your travels through rustic white villages like Ronda, chill on the beaches of Cádiz and Tarifa, or explore big nature in the mountainous national parks. To say nothing of evenings witnessing the intensity of flamenco performances in historic tablaos (flamenco venues) or days in centuries-old markets getting down with the locals.

With its warm climate, friendly people, fantastic cuisine, incredible history, and endless array of experiences, Andalusia is guaranteed to light the passion in your wanderlust soul.
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10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Exploring the intricate palaces, lush gardens, and mesmerizing courtyards of the Alhambra as you witness this masterpiece of Moorish architecture.
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2 Ascending the iconic Giralda tower for panoramic views of Seville after a morning in the awe-inspiring Seville Cathedral, the largest Gothic cathedral in the world.
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3 Strolling through Seville’s expansive and picturesque Plaza de España and marveling at the intricate ceramic tilework representing the different regions of Spain. Take a boat out on the moat for a romantic moment.
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4 Immersing yourself in the architectural wonder of the Mosque-Cathedral of Córdoba, experiencing a unique juxtaposition of Islamic and Christian design.




[image: image]

5 Roaming the enchanting streets of Ronda and the nearby white villages, where charming, whitewashed buildings perch atop dramatic cliffs.
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6 Hiking along the Caminito del Rey, an exhilarating pathway suspended along the steep walls of the El Chorro Gorge with stunning views of the rugged Andalusian landscape.
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7 Savoring the flavors and nuances of Andalusia’s liquid gold during an olive oil tasting at LA Organic.
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8 Soaking up the Mediterranean breeze and vibrant atmosphere on the sun-kissed beaches of the Southern Coast.
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9 Feeling the cultural heartbeat of Andalusia in the passionate rhythms and soulful melodies of traditional flamenco music.
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10 Indulging in tapas, a diverse array of small, flavorful dishes that showcase seasonal specialties and the best of Andalusian cuisine.



Planning Your Trip

WHERE TO GO

Seville

Seville is Andalusia’s most vibrant, and most touristed, city. From flamenco to tapas bars, you’ll find all the elements of Andalusia distilled here. There is a busy festival calendar as well as a slate of annual conferences, so pre-trip planning will go a long way in dodging the biggest crowds. Nearby, the Sierra Norte de Sevilla Natural Park is a haven for hikers.

Córdoba, Antequera, and El Torcal Nature Reserve

Córdoba boasts numerous World Heritage Sites, including its famed mosque-cathedral, as well as the lesser-known ruins of Medina Azahara, which, for a few decades, was the greatest city in all of Andalusia. In Antequera, you’ll find traces of prehistory in the largest megalithic structures in continental Europe, while El Torcal Nature Reserve takes you even further back through time, into the last ice age when this region was under water.
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Granada and the Sierra Nevada

The majestic Alhambra is the most popular site in all of Spain, and rightfully so. Reserve your tickets well in advance, but be sure to explore the rest of Granada. Though you can find tapas everywhere in Andalusia, no place does it like Granada. Nature lovers and those looking for a touch of the Andalusian countryside would do well to explore Sierra Nevada National Park, particularly the Alpujarras region, where charming villages dot the mountainside.

Málaga and the Southern Coast

Málaga has the seaside charm of an aged port town. If you can dodge the cruise ship crowds, you’re in for a great time where the fresh catch and beachside vibes rule the afternoon. The home of Picasso has plenty of art and culture for a multiday stay to keep even the most erudite travelers engaged, though perhaps this region is most known for its many golf courses and beaches. You’ll also be able to quickly cross the Strait of Gibraltar to Africa and the city of Tangier, Morocco, from the surfer town of Tarifa. Cádiz, the westernmost city on the coast, is well-connected with Seville and Jerez de la Frontera by train and can make a great coastal break from either location or as part of a larger exploration of the region.

Jerez de la Frontera and the White Villages

Accessible from either Cádiz or Seville, Jerez de la Frontera provides a glimpse into sherry and the horse culture that the south of Spain is renowned for. The famous white villages (pueblos blancos) are speckled throughout the mountains, each with its own long history and earthy nature. Ronda, with its impressive bridge, is perhaps the most famous. Throughout this area you can expect to be in touch with the farming, agriculture, and local festivals that truly lend soul to Andalusia. Nearby, one of the greatest walks in Spain, the Caminito del Rey, is tucked in the folds of this mountainous region.

WHEN TO GO

Andalusia is truly a year-round destination, though the interior region, including Seville, Córdoba, and Granada, can be extremely hot from April to October and quite cold, particularly at night, from November to March. Besides weather considerations, you will likely want to also look at the calendars for upcoming festivals, holidays, and even large conferences as these can impact your planning, whether you want to enjoy the festive atmosphere or avoid a location for crowd considerations. April, May, and August are typically the months with the most festivals on the calendar for towns and cities in the region. Surprisingly to some travelers, Christmas isn’t as big of a holiday as Holy Week (Semana Santa, the week before Easter) and Epiphany (Día de los Reyes Magos, January 6), when many businesses will either be shuttered or have shorter hours for these celebrations.
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Spring

When spring is sprung, count on more holidays and festivals than you can wave an abanico (folding fan) at. The biggest spring holiday is Holy Week, celebrated in the week leading up to Easter. Most businesses will have altered hours, and life comes to a standstill in most cities and towns for daily religious processions. One of the largest draws on the festival calendar is the Feria de Abril (April Festival) in Seville, where everyone is dressed to their most colorful nines. Nearly every town will have a version of a spring festival. In Córdoba, the month of May brings the annual Patio Festival, which is another huge draw. Earlier in spring, mountains will just be having their last snows, and toward April and May the fields will erupt in bloom. Along the coast, the beaches will be warming up, though the Mediterranean will still have its winter chill.

Summer

Inland, temperatures often soar over 40°C (100°F) during the day, making way for long, lazy afternoons where the notion of the traditional Spanish siesta truly starts to make sense. Granada is usually cooler as it is at altitude, though the sun can still be quite strong. Everyone in Europe seems to flock to the coasts in the summer, fleeing the hot inland temperatures for the more temperate coast. Beach lovers would do well to plan some time on the Costa del Sol during summer, though be prepared for crowds.

Fall

After the summer holidays, autumn settles in, often still hot throughout September but more moderate nearly everywhere into October and November, making this the best all-around season to travel for those looking to avoid the largest crowds. Into October, the Mediterranean Sea still hangs onto its summer warmth, making this an ideal time for quieter beaches, while in the cities, the lack of big holidays and festivals generally means a more business-as-usual experience and fewer crowds in the museums and sites.


If You Have . . .

THREE DAYS

Prioritize either Seville or Granada. Either of these cities has more than enough to keep you busy for three days. If you like a busier travel schedule, consider using one day to venture to one of the larger nearby towns, such as Jerez de la Frontera from Seville or Antequera from Granada.

FIVE DAYS

With five days, add in Córdoba. Be sure to allot time not only to the mosque-cathedral but also to the ruins of Medina Azahara. If you are driving, you will be able to connect through some smaller towns and villages—such as Montilla, Montefrío, Lucena, or Priego de Córdoba—on a road trip.

ONE WEEK

A full week gives you the opportunity to do three major cities, such as Seville, Córdoba, and Granada, as well as a smaller town or two. If you are driving, consider a circuit that takes you through Ronda and the white villages.

TWO WEEKS

With two weeks, you can easily spend 2-3 days in each of the major cities (Seville, Córdoba, Granada, and Málaga) as well as some time in the smaller villages, in the mountains, on the beaches, or even ferrying across the Strait of Gibraltar to dive into the continent of Africa at the up-and-coming port town of Tangier, Morocco.



Winter

Outside of the Epiphany holiday, when most businesses will close for the week of January 6, some will be closed for Christmas. You can expect even fewer crowds than in the fall, though there’s a higher likelihood of wet weather. The mountains will receive their annual snowfall, making the Sierra Nevada National Park an ideal destination if you want to make time for some snow sports with your travel companions.

BEFORE YOU GO

Passports and Visas

UK, EU, Australian, New Zealand, Canadian, and US nationals need to present a valid passport upon entry. Your passport should be valid for at least six months from your planned date of departure from Spain, though you will not need to present proof of return. Customs officials will stamp a valid 90-day tourist visa in your passport on arrival.

For all nationalities, for stays of longer than 90 days you will need to request a visa from the nearest Spanish embassy or consulate in your home country. Students and employees traveling to the country for studies or work should be assisted through the visa process by the Spain-based university, school, or employer, which generally happens before you have entered and at the nearest Spanish consulate.

ETIAS Registration

https://etias.com

Beginning in 2025, all passport holders that do not require a Schengen Visa (i.e., US, Canadian, and British nationals) will need to enroll in the ETIAS program. The European Travel Information and Authorization System (ETIAS) is a travel security program to identify potential risks. Enrollment is €7 and will be obligatory.

Transportation

Air

Most travelers from North America, Australia, New Zealand, and elsewhere will likely connect through one of the European hubs, such Madrid or Paris, before connecting with their destination city in Andalusia. UK and EU travelers have a selection of direct flights with connections from most major European hubs to Seville, Granada, and Málaga.

For travelers renting a car, it will likely make the most sense to plan on an arrival/departure to/from Málaga, as car rental prices there tend to be much less expensive. Those preferring to travel by public transportation can benefit from Spain’s high-speed rail network and consider a round-trip connecting with Madrid; from Madrid connect by train to one of the major cities in Andalusia.

Train

Two types of trains traverse all of Spain, including Andalusia: high-speed trains and normal, slower trains. High-speed trains are fast, efficient, and inexpensive, though they only connect to major cities, while the slower train network connects to many of the smaller towns and is generally even less expensive. Various companies run the different train services, though they all use the same track network of over 3,100 km (1,925 mi), the largest in all of Europe. Renfe (www.renfe.com [URL inactive]) is the national rail service and operates a low-cost subsidiary, Avlo (https://avlorenfe.com), while OUIGO (www.ouigo.com) and iryo (https://iryo.eu) are private alternatives. Your choice will likely be based on availability more than anything else.

Bus

The bus network across the region will get you into many of the harder-to-reach villages that are not connected by rail. Alsa (http://alsa.com) is the largest bus company and operates the most extensive network, though in some regions you’ll find that Transportes Generales Comes (www.tgcomes.es) or Flixbus (https://global.flixbus.com/bus/spain) has better options. Often this is the least expensive way to travel between destinations.

Car

For many travelers, renting a car is the way to go. As long as you hold a valid driver’s license with your photo, you will not need an International Driver’s Permit (IDP), though some rental agencies may require this. For what it’s worth, I’ve never been asked for an IDP in over 20 years of traveling Spain and have been pulled over numerous times (speeding . . . always speeding), and my US license has been just fine. Drivers tend to be more aggressive than what you may be used to at home, and in the historic centers of major cities and smaller villages, there is always a confusing network of one-way streets. Parking is usually easy to find and the roads are mostly in fantastic condition. Rental cars, particularly in Málaga, can often be had for a bargain, with a small sedan costing as little as €10 a day. While driving between cities, keep in mind that there are sometimes tolled freeways, all of which accept either credit cards or cash, as well as non-paying autoroutes.

What to Pack

What to bring will be largely dependent on when you visit. Andalusia is a seasonal destination with very hot summers and surprisingly cold winters, particularly inland. Travelers should pack accordingly: lightweight, breathable clothing in the summer, jackets and sweaters in the winter. Comfortable walking shoes are essential, as is sunscreen, any time of year. Religious sites usually require shoulders to be covered, so a packable shirt, scarf, or shawl to go with sleeveless outfits can be handy.

A reusable water bottle and reusable shopping bag will cut down on waste, and you’ll want a European plug adapter (two rounded pins) or two for charging your devices.
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BEST OF Andalusia: Seville, Córdoba, and Granada

This highlights tour takes you on a whirlwind seven-day journey across some of the iconic palaces and cathedrals of Andalusia. Of course, you’ll still have time for plenty of tasty tapas, interactive encounters, and dynamic experiences, such as the quintessential flamenco performances the region is known for. This is a tour you can easily do by rail.

Seville

Day 1

Spend your morning visiting the iconic Seville Cathedral, the largest Gothic cathedral in the world, during an informative cathedral tour. Following, head to the historic Royal Alcázar of Seville, a stunning palace complex with intricate architecture and beautiful gardens. After a morning of sightseeing, you’ll be famished, so enjoy a leisurely lunch at Sal Gorda. In the afternoon, wander through the charming Barrio Santa Cruz, known for its narrow streets, colorful patios, and historical charm. Follow this with a sunset boat tour along the Guadalquivir River and enjoy the views. For dinner, consider Veneria San Telmo for some classic Andalusian offerings.

Day 2

Head to Hispalis Café to fully caffeinate for the adventurous day ahead. Start with a morning bike tour that takes you through the María Luisa Park and historic, picturesque Plaza de España, an architectural masterpiece showcasing a semicircular building adorned with colorful tiles representing different regions of Spain. Check in your bike and get ready for a culinary treat on a market tour of the lively Triana Market to experience a variety of fresh produce and local delicacies. In the evening, head over to the happening Macarena neighborhood and ascend the Metropol Parasol with its panoramic views of the city. Keep it hip for dinner and head to Abantal.

Day 3

Head out of Seville this morning for a day trip into Roman history in nearby Santiponce. Here you will discover the birthplace of two Roman emperors in the once powerful city of Itálica. Head back into Seville for tapas and a lazy stroll along the Guadalquivir River. Breathe in your last moments in Seville and consider taking in a flamenco performance at one of the many storied tablaos (flamenco venues). Cap off your time in Seville with dinner at Maria Trifulca, enjoying a blend of modern and traditional Spanish cuisine.

Córdoba

Day 4

Start your day with a Spanish breakfast and coffee, then take a train from the Santa Justa train station 45 minutes to Córdoba’s central station. Visit the Mosque-Cathedral of Córdoba and explore the Jewish Quarter on foot, including the Synagogue of Córdoba. Have traditional tapas for lunch at Bodega San Basilio. In the afternoon, visit the Royal Palace of Isabella and Ferdinand and walk along the Roman Bridge. Enjoy organic wines with your dinner at Restaurante La Boca before sauntering home.
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Day 5

Directly after breakfast, head to the archaeological site of Medina Azahara, a stunning medieval palace-city that offers a glimpse into the city’s rich history. Spend the morning exploring the well-preserved ruins and marvel at the Islamic architecture. Afterward, return to Córdoba for a leisurely Arab-inspired lunch at Restaurante Damasco. In the afternoon, visit the Calahorra Tower and stop by the Association of the Friends of the Patios to glimpse a few of the famously flowered Cordoban patios. Treat yourself to updated Spanish cuisine at Regadera before striking out for an evening promenade through the historic city center to take in the city at night.

Granada

Day 6

From Córdoba’s central station, take the high-speed train 1.5 hours to the Granada station and head straight to the majestic Alhambra, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, for a day of exploration. Pay special attention to your time of entry for the Nasrid Palaces. When you need a breather from exploring everything from the Generalife gardens to the Alcazaba fortress, have a cool ajo blanco soup at Restaurant du Parador de Granada and enjoy the views. Take a walk down through the Alhambra Forest to town, and as night falls, have a relaxing dinner at Poetas Andaluces II before tucking in after a long day.

Day 7

Pick up a coffee and pastry at Atypica Coffee, then meet up with your guide for a private walking tour of the Albaicín Alto and Bajo districts, the old Arab quarters of Granada, which feature narrow winding streets and a Moorish influence. In the afternoon, visit the Granada Cathedral and maybe do a little shopping in La Alcaicería next door. Take a stroll up the Carrera del Darro, soaking in the charming atmosphere. For dinner, consider a self-guided tapas tour along Calle Navas or head to María la Canastera to experience the heart and soul of flamenco over a lovely meal in the famous Sacromonte caves.


IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Islam in Andalusia

The early 8th century marked the beginning of Islamic rule in the Iberian Peninsula, when Umayyad forces crossed the Strait of Gibraltar and established the caliphate of Córdoba. For nearly 800 years, Andalusia thrived as a beacon of cultural exchange, religious tolerance, and intellectual advancement under Muslim rule. Córdoba, the capital, became a center of learning, housing libraries and universities that attracted scholars from across the known world. The Great Mosque of Córdoba, with its intricate architecture and splendid artistry, is an enduring testament to the flourishing Islamic civilization that once graced the region.

Beyond religious institutions, the influence of Islam is evident in the art, cuisine, and daily life of Andalusia. Arabesque designs grace the architecture of contemporary buildings, and the echoes of Islamic poetry linger in the traditional flamenco music. The Albaicín district in Granada and Barrio de la Villa in Priego de Córdoba, with their narrow winding streets and whitewashed houses, preserve the ambience of medieval Moorish neighborhoods, offering a glimpse into the historical coexistence of diverse communities.

While the history of Islamic rule in Andalusia is revered, the contemporary Muslim experience in the region is not without its challenges. Issues of cultural integration, religious understanding, and social inclusion persist, particularly in the face of societal changes and global events. However, the Muslim community actively engages in dialogue and educational initiatives to foster understanding and bridge cultural divides.

Architecture

• Royal Alcázar of Seville: The royal palace of Seville is over 1,100 years old. It was built for Abd al-Rahman III, the first ruler of the Andalusian caliphate, and enjoyed by rulers of Spain for a millennium.

• Mosque-Cathedral of Córdoba: This masterpiece of 10th-century Islamic architecture was once one of the world’s largest mosques.

• Barrio de la Villa: This knot of geranium-lined, whitewashed walls is perhaps the best preserved medieval Islamic neighborhood in Andalusia.

• Alhambra: The Alhambra complex is without a doubt the crown jewel of Islamic heritage in Andalusia.

Art

• Alhambra: The Partal Palace, a section of the Alhambra, has some of the only known examples of Nasrid-era paintings in the world, with The Ten Nasrid Kings being of particular importance.

• Laguna Taracea: This workshop builds intricate re-creations of ornate wood furniture that once decorated the Alhambra.

• La Alcaicería: This touristy bazaar has countless artisanal goods from Morocco, from pottery to leather bags and poufs. Exploring the bazaar is a great way to get a sense of the artistry of the Islamic world.

Cuisine

• Restaurante Jaima los Llanos: For a cultural lunch outing, try family-run Jaima los Llanos, where you can expect a halal menu and enjoy Arabic music and art.

• Chez Hassan: It doesn’t get more down-to-earth delicious than at this classic streetside café with seasonally fresh Moroccan tajines made fresh on order.
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Grand Tour of Andalusia

For those with more flexible travel schedules, more time means more ability to get out of the main travel hubs and into the diverse landscape of greater Andalusia and the famed white villages of the mountains. This itinerary is a great mix of urban exploration with rustic landscapes and plenty of experiences to get you as culturally immersed as possible in the time you have. This a tour best done with a private driver or by renting a car, though if you are renting a car, know that you will leave your vehicle at the border crossings for Gibraltar and Tangier. With some additional planning, you could also do this tour using the local train and bus systems.

Seville

Day 1

Make the most of your time and take a fun, informative private tour that includes the Seville Cathedral, Royal Alcázar of Seville, and a walking tour of the Barrio Santa Cruz. Continue into the Triana Market for lunch. Stay around Triana to enjoy a flamenco show at the Teatro Flamenco Triana. Make your way across the Guadalquivir River for fine dining at Abantal.

Day 2

After coffee at Hispalis Café, take a long walk through María Luisa Park, which holds the Plaza de España and Plaza de América. Plan on a picnic lunch in the park. In the evening, head over for a tapas tour through the Barrio Santa Cruz.

Jerez de la Frontera and the White Villages

Day 3

Dip into some churros con chocolate at Café Catunambu and drive (or take the train) to Jerez de la Frontera. Explore the Cathedral of San Salvador and the Alcázar of Jerez de la Frontera before viewing the Baroque dressage at the Royal Andalusian School of Equestrian Art. Enjoy some traditional tapas at Tabanco El Pasaje, and follow up with a sherry tour at Bodegas González Byass. Consider stumbling through Jerez’s famous walking sherry route, nibbling your way through dinner.

Day 4

In your car, cross the Puente Nuevo over the Tajo de Ronda gorge into the old town of Ronda. Park and, after a morning of exploring the city on foot, head to Pedro Romero for a traditional paella lunch. Following, head out to LA Organic for an olive oil tasting and enjoy a sunset paseo (walk) with the locals in the Alameda del Tajo park.

Gibraltar and Tarifa

Day 5

Make your way out of the mountains and down to the Costa del Sol. Park your car in La Linea and cross the British border on foot onto UK soil for a day trip into Gibraltar and the impressive Rock of Gibraltar, where you can visit macaque monkeys and delve into World War II history. After a fish-and-chips lunch, return to your car and head to Tarifa. Explore the small old city of Tarifa and stroll along Tarifa Beach to work up an appetite. Enjoy a breezy barbecue at Braseria Vaca Loca before turning in for the night.

Tangier

Day 6

Leave your car at the port in Tarifa, and board the morning ferry for Tangier. Spend the day exploring the kasbah and medina. Be sure to include a stop at the American Legation. The restored synagogues and Church of Saint Andrew are also interesting stops in this Muslim country. Afternoon tea at Café Hafa is a must, while M Restaurant is a good choice for dinner for French-Moroccan fusion.

Day 7

Explore the Donabo Gardens and Perdicaris Park this morning to keep it active and get a feel for the nature of the area. Lunch at the storied Villa Mabrouka before relaxing into a luxuriously steamy hammam at l’Abyssin de Tanger.

Málaga

Day 8

Ferry back to Tarifa and continue to Málaga by car. Lunch at Restaurante José Carlos Garcia with a focus on freshly caught seafood. Walk off your lunch starting at the Gibralfaro Castle, making your way downhill to explore the Alcazaba of Málaga and nearby Roman Theater. In the evening take in Málaga’s historic center and the Picasso Museum. End your day at Malagueta Beach for a sunset stroll and beachside dinner.

Day 9

After grabbing a coffee at Mia Café head over to the Atarazanas Market. Spend the morning checking out the market goods and stick around for lunch. Málaga is an enjoyable walking destination, so stroll the Alameda Principal and continue along the port and the sea. At the close of the afternoon, head to the rooftops of the Málaga Cathedral for sunset. For dinner, head to La Deriva for a taste of contemporary Andalusian cuisine.

Antequera and Granada

Day 10

Hop in the car and head to Antequera. Tour the Alcazaba of Antequera and the megalithic dolmens of Antequera in the morning. Lunch at Arte de Cozina for delicious, hearty Andalusian cooking and then walk it off beneath the natural rock sculpture formations of El Torcal Nature Reserve. Time allowing, consider a howling good time with the wolves of nearby Lobo Park Wolf Sanctuary. Plan on arriving in Granada just before dinner.

Day 11

Make the most of your time and splurge on a private guided tour of the Alhambra. With a guide, you can easily see the Nasrid Palaces, Generalife gardens, and Alcazaba fortress all before lunch. Linger over lunch at the Restaurant du Parador de Granada before walking down into Granada through the Alhambra Forest. For dinner, consider asking your guide for a private tapas tour.

Day 12

In the morning, visit the Granada Cathedral and neighboring La Alcaicería. Pause for lunch and some people-watching at La Auténtica Carmela. Take a stroll up the Carrera del Darro and continue on to the Albaicín Bajo district. Enjoy sunset views of the Alhambra and street musicians on the Plaza de San Nicolás before heading to the Sacromonte neighborhood for a flamenco performance and dinner at María la Canastera in the caves.

Córdoba

Day 13

Stop into the archaeological site of Medina Azahara on your way to Córdoba. Once in Córdoba, energize over lunch at Casa Mazal Restaurante Sefardí before taking a walking tour of the Mosque-Cathedral and Jewish Quarter. Enjoy dinner at Regadera and, if you’re staying at Palacio del Bailío, dip into the baths for an ideal end to a long journey of Andalusian exploration.

Day 14

Have one last churros con chocolate for breakfast before either taking a taxi or returning your rental car at the Seville Airport and connecting with your flight out. You could also easily take a train up to Madrid and fly out from there. Bid adios, or better yet, hasta pronto, to Andalusia!


TOP EXPERIENCE

Tapas, Tapas, Tapas!

While in Andalusia, or anywhere else in Spain, you will undoubtedly come across the sometimes confusing world of tapas. Tapas are small dishes that can be served cold (such as slices of aged cheese or Iberian ham) or hot (like fried chorizo in garlic or baked clams). The menus and ordering system vary regionally, from city to city, while even some bars have their own sort of tapas culture.

ORDERING

In some bars and cafés, with each drink order, a tapa will automatically come free. In these establishments, there is usually no choosing. You just get what you get. This is very typical in Granada and the surrounding towns. In some places, such as Seville and Málaga, you may have to pay a nominal amount (€1-3) for a small tapa, though you will be able to choose which tapa you want.

Seasoned travelers should come prepared with a few words in Spanish. Simply learn to say, for example, “Una caña y una tapa, por favor! Gracias!” One small beer and a tapa, please!

You should know that draft beer generally comes in three sizes: caña, tubo, and jarra (small, medium, and large), and a bottle is a botella. Wine comes by the chato (glass) with your choice of vino tinto or vino blanco (red or white). Two of the more popular types of reds come from Rioja and Ribero del Duero, though locally Montilla (near Córdoba) has some great wines as well.

COMMON TAPAS DISHES

• Queso: semi-hard cheese, usually cured in olive oil; generally queso manchego

• Jamón ibérico: Iberian ham

• Aceitunas: olives, usually stuffed with anchovies or red pepper

• Bacalao: salted cod

• Boquerones: white anchovies cured in vinegar and garlic

• Ensaladilla rusa: potato salad, often with tuna and vegetables

• Patatas bravas: fried potato cubes, usually served with a spicy tomato sauce

• Tortilla española: a type of frittata with fried potatoes and onions

ANDALUSIAN SPECIALTIES

• Rabo de toro: literally “bull tail,” this oxtail stew is a classic traditional dish (throughout Andalusia)

• Cazón en adobo: marinated, fried fish cubes (Seville)

• Patatas a lo pobre: slow-fried potatoes in garlic, pepper, and often chorizo (Granada)

• Flamenquín: deep-fried pork rolls (Córdoba)

WHERE TO TRY TAPAS

• Seville: La Casa Fundida

• Córdoba: Bodega San Basilio

• Granada: Braserito

• Málaga: El Mesón de Cervantes

• Jerez de la Frontera: Tabanco El Pasaje




Family Adventure for Fun-Seekers

Welcome to Andalusia, where every corner unfolds new adventures for the young and the young at heart.

Picture this: vibrant flamenco beats, the scent of orange blossoms wafting through the air, and a burst of color that’ll make your family photos pop. Andalusia promises laughter, learning, and loads of family fun, especially at the following destinations.

ART

In Málaga, the birthplace of Picasso, the inner artist in you and your little ones will be united. Channel your family’s creativity at the Picasso Museum, where the art of the master meets the budding talents of your mini-Picassos.

HISTORY

In Granada, the whimsical Alhambra will send exploration into high gear as the kids Indiana Jones into ancient palaces and mystical gardens, and maybe discover a secret passage or two. Who says history can’t be an adventure?

CULTURE

The culturally curious can hop on a ferry and cross into Africa, where the busy markets, exotic scents, and vibrant street life of Tangier will transport your family to a world where adventure meets cultural discovery. Don’t forget to haggle for some souvenirs!

BEACHES

Of course, beaches are usually an easy win for kids of all ages. The long stretches of beach along the Costa del Sol, from Málaga to Cádiz, offer plenty of sandy stretches to build towering sandcastles, join a beach volleyball match, throw the Frisbee, or simply lounge into some old-fashioned sunbathing.

NATURE

The mountains of Andalusia beckon nature lovers with numerous national parks and nature reserves, dotted with crisscrossing trails and even ski slopes in the winter. Smaller city parks, like the Parque de la Negrita in Antequera, provide a pleasant green space for little ones, while the Lobo Park Wolf Sanctuary near El Torcal Nature Reserve can make for an educational encounter with elusive wildlife.

ADVENTURE

For more active families, there is plenty of thrill-seeking in Tarifa. Trade your family sedan for a windsurfing board, as this coastal gem is Europe’s wind capital. Release your inner daredevils, catch some waves, and make memories that will leave you all windswept and grinning.

And have you ever seen dolphins dance? Head to Gibraltar for an unforgettable dolphin safari. Your family will be treated to a spectacular show by the ocean’s acrobats, complete with giggles, gasps, and maybe a splash or two.
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Exploring the Pueblos Blancos

The warmth and charm of Andalusia is perhaps best felt in the numerous rustic pueblos blancos, or white villages, that dot its mountainous interior. A few days exploring this countryside will connect you more with the salt-of-the-earth people, their traditions, and their ways of life, not to mention some of the most spectacular nature found in all of Spain and one of the most incredible walks along the Caminito del Rey.

Ronda

Day 1

Cross the Puente Nuevo over the Tajo de Ronda into the old town of Ronda. After a morning of exploring the city on foot, head to Pedro Romero for a traditional paella lunch. Round out your exploration at the Casa del Rey Moro and descend the stairs of the Puente Nuevo to get a view looking back up at Ronda.

Day 2

Enjoy a quiet morning over some churros before heading out for an olive oil tasting at LA Organic. Afterward, take a paseo (stroll) through the Alameda del Tajo park. Rub elbows with the locals at Lechuguita over tapas for a light dinner.

Setenil de las Bodegas and Grazalema

Day 3

Start off in Setenil de las Bodegas, where you can discover the charming village and its cave houses built into the cliff surrounding part of the village. Gloria Bendita is a good spot for lunch before you head on to Grazalema. Be sure to give yourself some time for a short hike into Sierra de Grazalema Natural Park. You’ll want to head into Cádiz el Chico for a wild jabalí (boar) dinner.

Caminito del Rey

Day 4

Plan on spending half of the day hiking the heights of the Caminito del Rey. You’ll likely spend 2-3 hours on the hike, and if the weather is warm, take a relaxing dip in the Guadalhorce Reservoir. A light lunch along the shores with the locals will be just the thing. Tuck into one of the famous countryside haciendas or fincas for your last night in the mountains.

Sierra de las Nieves National Park

Day 5

Get in touch with the Andalusian countryside. To complete your stay, head out horseback riding or consider a longer hike into Sierra de las Nieves National Park. Whatever you do, prioritize connecting with nature and enjoying some of the more rural, heartfelt hospitality of the region.

[image: image]

Costa del Sol Road Trip

The sun-kissed shores of the Costa del Sol, a stretch of coastline in southern Spain known for its golden beaches, vibrant cities, and cultural diversity, is best from spring to fall, with the summer months busy with tourists from around Europe. In less than one week, you will visit three countries on two continents, all while enjoying some of the Mediterranean’s finest beaches. Though you could do this tour using the confusing network of local buses, having a rental car would give you more flexibility, even if you do have to leave it parked in Tarifa for a night or two for the crossing into Tangier.

Málaga

Day 1

Start your exploration in historic Málaga, visiting the Gibralfaro Castle and admiring the views before heading downhill to the Alcazaba of Málaga and the nearby Roman Theater. Head over to the Atarazanas Market for lunch. Walk through the shady Málaga Park on your way to Malagueta Beach for an afternoon stroll or lounge on the sand.
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Roman Theater in Málaga



Day 2

In the morning, strike out for Málaga’s historic center. Admire works from the master in the Picasso Museum. Lunch at Restaurante José Carlos Garcia and then pick another local-favorite beach, like Maro Beach, to enjoy the sun.

Gibraltar and Tarifa

Day 3

From Málaga, make your way down the Costa del Sol. You will cross into the United Kingdom for a day trip into Gibraltar to see the Rock of Gibraltar and the resident macaque monkeys. Dip into The Clipper for some British pub fare for lunch and then move on to Tarifa. Watch the kitesurfers zooming while you stroll along Tarifa Beach, and enjoy Braseria Vaca Loca for dinner.

Tangier

Day 4

Get ready for a day on the water. In the morning, strike out from Tarifa for a whale-watching exploration. Bossa makes for a nice lunch stop before catching the ferry to Tangier. Once in Tangier, you will want to enjoy Moroccan dining at Restaurant Rif Kebdani before tucking into a local riad for the night.

Day 5

Take a private guided tour of the kasbah and medina with stops at the medina souks (markets) and the American Legation. Take an afternoon tea at Café Hafa before heading on to explore the Atlantic Coast with the Caves of Hercules and Cap Spartel. Time and weather allowing, enjoy a walk in the Donabo Gardens or Perdicaris Park before relaxing in a Moroccan hammam and then catching a late ferry back to Tarifa.

Cádiz

Day 6

Wake up in Tarifa and stop by La Tarifeña Bakery for some treats before heading on to Cádiz. Start your exploration of Cádiz with an inspired tapas tour with Adriane (Adri) Anderson for lunch. Spend the rest of the afternoon exploring the Cádiz Cathedral and Torre Tavira in the historic Casco Antiguo. Round out your day with a seafood dinner at Restaurante Cádiz Taberna Almercén.
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Cádiz



Day 7

Slip on your swimsuit and head down to Santa María Beach to enjoy some fun in the sun. When you feel nibbly, strike into the new town to Bar El Cucharón for tapas before heading back out. For a grand finale to your Costa del Sol exploration, spelunk into La Cueva del Pajaro Azul for one of the finest flamenco performances in Andalusia.


TOP EXPERIENCE

Best Beaches of Andalusia’s Southern Coast

Sun. Sand. Surf. What more could you ask for to unwind while traveling around Andalusia? This entire region is spoiled with some great beaches. Some are wild. Some are urban. And all of them promise to deliver a few hours of fun in the sun. Just don’t forget the sunscreen, beach towels, and bottles of water.

MOST CONVENIENT

Malagueta Beach: You basically walk across the street from the historic center of Málaga and you find yourself on this fine stretch of sand. With all the amenities you might want and great dining options within just a few minutes’ walk, it’s hard to argue with the convenience of this beach.

BEST FOR FAMILIES

Palo Beach: The natural protection offered by the small half-moon bays along this beach results in calmer waters for the young ones to splash and paddle. There are lifeguards always on duty, showers, and bathrooms, as well as delicious options for barbecued goodness that cater to all ages. Here you’ll have an easy day out with the kids while on vacay.

BEST FOR THRILL-SEEKERS

Tarifa Beach: Hop on your board, grab your kite, and find a draft to pull. This beach is a kitesurfer’s mecca. With near-constant stiff breezes shooting through the Strait of Gibraltar, this is a spot for those who like to grab life by the control bar and take flight.

BEST FOR A WORKOUT

Valdevaqueros Beach: Travel just 10 minutes from Tarifa to find yourself at this charming little beach, popular with locals. The distinctive dune formations alongside the forest, sea, and mountains offer various hiking possibilities. It makes for a great day out.

BEST VIEWS

La Caleta: Located at the northwestern corner of Cádiz’s Casco Antiguo, La Caleta offers views of the San Sebastián and Santa Catalina castles to the north and south. To the west, you’ll find rippling curls of the Atlantic Ocean—and one of the best places to catch a golden sunset in Spain, if not all of Europe.
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