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PRAISE FOR THE BOOK

Exceptional work, this. A haunting inventiveness runs through these poems. Rochelle Potkar’s imagination is rich and carefully employed to her poetic purposes, sensitively met with through her concrete imagery and cosmopolitan vocabulary.

Jayanta Mahapatra, awarded the Sahitya Akademi award and the Padma Shri

These fierce, fearless new poems of Rochelle Potkar seem nothing less than a continent adrift, forging not only a new language, but a refuge from our present aesthetic dystopia.

Philip Schultz, Pulitzer Prize winner, and Founder and Director of The Writers Studio, New York

Exalted and visionary, Potkar brings neologism and the old word, especially dialect, into friction. These poems spark and spin with feminine energy and surreal thought, critical reflection, and restlessness. History is grounded in the demotic experience. Technology and science, and sexuality, provide a foundation, but this sensuous world, endangered, careens headlong into a post-everything future without losing touch with the more human and fragile aspects of the Ancient. This is dynamic risk taking poetry.

Adam Aitken, Australian poet, and winner of the 2021 Patrick White Award

Rochelle Potkar crafts poems situated in the local which have currency around the world. Her ear for the music of the English language is impeccable. In this book you can count on finding poems bristling with a fabulist’s world-view, detailing the lives of imaginative, creative protagonists.

Patrick Cotter, judge at Gregory O’ Donoghue International Poetry Competition, Ireland

Rochelle Potkar is a poet fully engaged in this world of sublime beauty and horror. Surrounded by fecundity, her poems witness greed, as often as human kindness, and the reader waits nervously for what she will reveal: my heart is a bomb she writes […] And we wait for it to explode.

Sandra Alcosser, author of Except by Nature and A Fish to Feed All Hunger

Like a restorer who undertakes many hours of intensive labor bent over surfaces ravaged by time and circumstance, Rochelle Potkar attends to uncovering layers to bring the small but important details of what was submerged to the foreground again. […] divining cups sit next to beer mugs in the bazaar, ancient instruments next to new music albums. The reader dives into words as thickets of green bamboo chiseled by rain, until she understands the message that it is possible to view those displaced as “fly[ing] into the night to become stars.”

Luisa A. Igloria, author of What is Left of Wings, I Ask and Ode to the Heart Smaller than a Pencil Eraser
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