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Let’s Time Travel around Delhi

Imagine if you could board a time machine, hit the reverse button and…WHOOSH!

You would perhaps whizz past a blur of ancient cities if you stepped into Delhi, where our story is located – the splendid Shahjahanabad and the Purana Qila, past Firozabad, Jahanpanah and the sprawling Tughlakabad, and then all the way back to Siri and Dillika that stood here once upon a time. And what if you continued to travel further back in time? You might go back 3,000 years and beyond, to the legendary city of Indraprastha, the magnificent capital of the Pandavas, and even catch a glimpse of the epic battle of the Mahabharata – what a mind-blowing journey that would be!

Down the centuries there have been intrepid adventurers and invaders who, tempted to plunder the vast wealth of Delhi, crossed the mighty north-west Himalayas through narrow and treacherous passes. Others sought their fortunes in the city located strategically between the River Yamuna and the rocky Aravalli range. Standing at the crossroads of trade routes, it promised to be a gateway to the untold riches, power and culture of the fertile Indian plains.

Thus, Delhi became the battleground for bloody encounters, sieges and political intrigue. It suffered several shocks and underwent many changes in the course of its destiny as its many masters changed hands and it became the capital of almost a dozen mighty dynasties and empires. During medieval times, the city of Delhi changed location seven times altogether, within a triangle of about 200 square kilometres and with a different name each time. All these cities were always associated with imperial power and authority.

Delhi seems as old as time! Indeed, few places in the world are so steeped in history. It’s probably the world’s oldest capital city if one were to consider Indraprastha, which is said to have once stood here. Every niche and stone in the city has a tale to tell – of invasion and valour, violence and sacrifice. The eternal Yamuna that has flowed by this city down the ages, sometimes quiet, sometimes raging, is a witness to its glorious and tumultuous past.

Time machines, unfortunately, exist only in science fiction so far. Nonetheless, we can still uncover stories from the dim recesses of the past in an exciting journey through time, right here in these pages – gripping stories of kings and queens, saints, thugs and even djinns or ghosts who actually lived in the city!

Did you know…

… why Siri Fort was so named?

… that Delhi has the tallest brick minaret in the world?

… that it was once a walled city guarded by fourteen gates?

… that it has one of the oldest stadiums in India? And, ah yes –

… that butter chicken was first created in Delhi?

A historical thread running through this book strings together fascinating stories of each of the cities of Delhi.

But let’s start at the very beginning to discover the amazing secrets of this unique city!
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