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Come meet the siblings of yore

Rife with wars, jealousy, envy and more;

Witness also their love, valour and chivalry,

Share their lives of exciting rivalry.

Krishna and Subhadra, Hengist and Horsa,

Romulus and Remus, Draupadi and Dhristadyumna,

Norse, Greek, Roman, Mayan, and yes, Indian —

Stories from our thrilling past, our ancient mythology,

All part and parcel of our inspiring history.
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SO, LET’S TALK SIBLINGS

Do you have a sibling? A sister or a brother?

Chances are that if you don’t, you probably wish you did; and if you do, you perhaps wish you didn’t.

Hmmm… one usually tends to want what one doesn’t have, doesn’t one? However, sibling relationships are funny. They are different. Like the colours of a chameleon, they constantly keep changing. If you look at chameleons long enough, you’ll see them going from one colour to another rather quickly.

Confusing? You bet it is.

You think you’ve spotted a red one and before you know it, you’re wondering whether it was actually red or was it, perhaps, green or maybe a pinkish green or whatever.

Similarly, one moment you find yourself loving your sibling to bits and the next moment you find you might not, and a moment later, it’s back to loving again.

It’s baffling, to say the least.

Okay, so there may be times when those of you who have a sibling, or ten, however much you may love them, you may wish you were an only child.

However, it’ll only be for a while. Actually, a teeny-weeny while, perhaps?

For when push comes to shove, although you might fight like cats and dogs, you wouldn’t trade your brother or sister for anything in the world, would you?

Even for a trip to Disneyland, or a truckload or two of chocolates?

Maybe you might, if the bribe is right. Yes? No? Naah, you wouldn’t!

So, you will agree, there’s actually nothing like having a brother or sister. Someone whom you could bond with, in between bouts, and someone who will always have your back, yes always!

So, having an in-house companion is nothing to be sniffed at.

However, for those of you who have no siblings, you do not have cause for despair either. It isn’t always great fun-and-games, as those who have siblings will vouch for it.

There is, therefore, undoubtedly something to be said about being the sole apple of your father’s eye or being your mother’s darling.

Hence, either way, both have nothing much to lose.

Especially when you live in a modern, civilized world.

So, just imagine if you lived in ancient times where you had siblings and half-siblings by the dozen who were all aggressively competing for a place in the sun. All supernatural beings, caught up in a tangle of love, devotion, duty, anger, dislike, envy, jealousy, rivalry and loyalty.

What do you think might happen to you?

A few likely things:


	you might get turned into a monster

	gobbled up by your father

	killed by your brother

	perhaps even thrown into a well to drown



On the other hand, you may have a sibling or two who may always:


	love and protect you

	save you from the jaws of death

	even sacrifice their life for you



Also, who knows, you might even have:


	a brother prepared to spend years in the wilderness with you

	a sister who will help you avenge your family’s death

	or why, even one who will fight a war for you



Well, good, or bad, whether it be in Indian, Greek or other mythologies across the world, there are countless examples of such brothers and sisters, either loving, defending or fighting each other for various reasons.

So, shall we take a quick tour of various parts of the ancient world and introduce ourselves to some famous siblings and discover what their stories are?
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STORIES FROM INDIA
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