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Praise for the Book

‘Kidwai’s style is breezy, anecdotal and full of interesting bon mots.’ – The Hindu

‘A fascinating kaleidoscope of India’s democratic experience and experiment over the past seven decades... A must-read for all those who are interested in discerning how this chaotic, anarchic land of a million mutinies is also a democratic continuum ever since its liberation from British imperialism.’ – Asian Age

‘Very interesting vignettes… For both the initiated and the uninitiated, the apolitical and the overly political, the book has something.’ – Deccan Herald

‘Kidwai’s book touches upon all major issues in Indian politics that have existed in varying degrees since the early years of Independence – corruption, crony capitalism, welfare schemes, populism, dynasty, gender discrimination, Hindu Right, personality cult, factionalism within the Congress, government–party relationships and land acquisition policy.’ – Book Review India

‘Rasheed Kidwai has strung together the small and big episodes, the personalities that shaped our democracy, starting from Indira Gandhi. In this readable, concise account of India’s elected and the elections, all bases are covered...’ – Week
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¢ 1951-52

¢ 1957

¢ 1962

¢ 1967

¢ 1971

¢ 1977

¢ 1980

¢ 1984

Ist Lok Sabha, INC
Jawaharlal Nehru, 5 years

2nd Lok Sabha, INC
Jawaharlal Nehru, S years

3rd Lok Sabha, INC

1962: Jawaharlal Nehru, 2 years

1964: Gulzarilal Nanda, 13 days

1964: Lal Bahadur Shastri, 1 year
216 days

1966: Gulzarilal Nanda, 13 days

1966: Indira Gandhi, 1 year 39 days

4th Lok Sabha, INC

Indira Gandhi, 4 years

Sth Lok Sabha, INC
Indira Gandhi, 6 years

6th Lok Sabha, Janata Party

1977: Morarji Desai, 2 years 126 days

1979, Janata Party (Secular): Charan
Singh, 170 days

7th Lok Sabha, INC (I)

Indira Gandhi, 4 years 291 days

8th Lok Sabha, INC
Rajiv Gandhi, § years 32 days
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1989

1991

1996

1998

1999

2004

2009

2014

2019

9th Lok Sabha, Janata Dal

1989: Vishwanath Pratap Singh, 343
days

1990, Samajwadi Janata Party (with
INC): Chandra Shekhar, 223 days

10th Lok Sabha, INC (1)

Pamulaparti Venkata Narasimha Rao,
4 years 330 days

11th Lok Sabha, BJP

1996: Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 16 days

1996, Janata Dal: Haradanahalli
Doddegowda Deve Gowda, 324
days

1997, Janata Dal: Inder Kumar
Guijral, 332 days

12th Lok Sabha, BJP (NDA)
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 13 months

13th Lok Sabha, BJP (NDA)
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, § years

14th Lok Sabha, INC (UPA)

Manmohan Singh, 5 years

15¢h Lok Sabha, INC (UPA)
Manmohan Singh, 5 years

16th Lok Sabha, BJP (NDA)
Narendra Modi, § years

17th Lok Sabha,

Narendra Modi, incumbent
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