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A Note from the Translator

Striker and Stopper may have been among Moti Nandy’s most popular novellas and stories featuring football, but Nandy wrote many more championing the sport that has been an obsession and passion with Calcuttans for generations now. All Nandy’s short stories about football have been brought together in this volume.

A few caveats about the stories in this collection: In the 1980s, Nandy wrote two stories with almost identical beginnings, but very different endings. The initial scenes, characters and dialogue of ‘The Pearl’ and ‘Reddy’ are similar, but the storylines diverge considerably later on. Both the stories are presented here.

There’s no football in the story ‘Abinash’s Forty-eight-and-a-half’, but what comes through strongly is the tenacity of a footballer, and the tragedy of a sportsperson of integrity. To my mind, it’s a ‘football story’ without an actual football, and so it finds a place in this collection.

There are abbreviations in the narrative that I haven’t elaborated on to enable smooth reading. BNR is Bengal Nagpur Railway and KOSB is King’s Own Scottish Borderers – the first a Calcutta team, and the second a British team that used to play occasionally in India.

The kind of football strategies and club dynamics depicted in these stories are no longer seen in Indian football, where the game has changed greatly – though not as much as in the rest of the world. But the spirit of the sport remains unchanged.
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