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ACTS OF BRAVERY


THE NATIONAL BRAVERY AWARDS

The National Bravery Awards are given every year by the Government of India and the Indian Council of Child Welfare (ICCW) on 26 January (Republic Day) to about 24 Indian children for acts of bravery ‘against all odds’. The award was instituted in 1957. Besides the general Bravery Awards, the Bharat Award was added in 1987, the Sanjay Chopra Award and the Geeta Chopra Award in 1978, and the Bapu Gaidhani Award in 1988. The awards are given to children between the ages of six and 18 years, and include a medal, a certificate and a cash prize. The Bharat Award winner gets a gold medal, while the others get a silver medal. Each Bravery Award winner is granted financial assistance by the ICCW until they complete their schooling.

The story goes that on 2 October 1957, which was Gandhi Jayanti, India’s prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru was at a performance at Delhi’s Ramlila ground. When a short-circuit caused a fire in the tent, Harish Chandra Mehra, a 14-year-old Boy Scout, used a Scout knife to tear open the tent, which was ablaze, and saved hundreds of lives. The prime minister then suggested that awards for such bravery be instituted: the first official National Bravery Awards were presented to Harish Chandra and one more child on 4 February 1958, and have continued ever since.

Applications for the awards come from local and district government authorities, schools and councils for child welfare. Selections are made by a committee set up by the ICCW, comprising a range of members from government and non-government organizations, the Central Social Welfare Board, the Indian Police, All India Radio, Doordarshan, the National Bal Bhavan and the SOS Children’s Villages of India.

THE NATIONAL BRAVERY AWARD-WINNERS 2015

•  Resham Fatma, 17, Uttar Pradesh

The Bharat Award

Kidnapped by a cousin, Resham was put in a car where a relative waited with knives to force her into marrying him. When she refused, he poured acid over her head and then attacked her. She somehow found the strength to fight him off, get out of the car and hail an auto to take her to the police and then the hospital.

•  Gunjan Sharma, 13½, Assam

The Geeta Chopra Award

Gunjan offered herself as hostage to save her friends when their van was held up by abductors. She went alone with gunmen on foot to Nagaland so that the 10 other children and the van driver could escape.

•  Devesh Kumar, 16½, Uttar Pradesh

The Sanjay Chopra Award

Devesh confronted and chased two chain snatchers, who had robbed the school principal, and was shot in the stomach for it. He would always chase bad people and protect the weak, he said.

•  Rumoh Meto, 13, Arunachal Pradesh

The Bapu Gaidhani Award

Rumoh risked his own life to save his younger cousin from getting electrocuted when the latter got stuck to a 30 kV live wire.

•  Riya Chaudhary, 15, Uttar Pradesh

The Bapu Gaidhani Award

Riya died shielding her father when a property dispute turned sour. She stood in front of her father and was hit by bullets aimed at him.

•  Monika, 16, Uttarakhand

The Bapu Gaidhani Award

While washing clothes on the banks of the Alaknanda river, Monika saw her ten-year-old neighbour fall into its waters. She dived in and saved the boy, but she herself did not have the strength to fight the currents and was washed away.

•  Zeal Marathe, 13, Gujarat

Bravery Award

Surrounded by 45 injured children and teachers after their bus was in an accident, Zeal had the presence of mind to jump out through a broken window and gather people to help those hurt. She then somehow managed to remove the diary of names from the teacher’s purse and called the parents of kids with serious injuries. Doctors later established that five critically wounded students would have died if not for Zeal’s presence of mind. These five were losing consciousness. Zeal had learnt that those in trauma should be kept awake to avoid coma and told the locals to keep talking to them.

•  Hiral Jitubhai Halpati, 17, Gujarat

Bravery Award

Hiral rescued people from drowning.

•  Gaurav Kumar Bharti, 15, Uttar Pradesh

Bravery Award

Gaurav passed away trying to save others from a whirlpool.

•  Sahanesh R., 13, Karnataka

Bravery Award

When Sahanesh’s school bus swerved and fell into a paddy field, he kept his cool. After breaking the windscreen of the bus, he pulled out many students and the driver to safety.

•  Ashwini Bandu Ughade, 13, Maharashtra

Bravery Award

Ashwini and her sister Rohini were out collecting mangoes when Rohini was attacked by a leopard. Her head was in its jaws. Without hesitation Ashwini began to pelt the leopard with mangoes till it was driven away.

•  L. Brainson Singh, 10, Manipur

Bravery Award

Brainson saved his younger brother from getting electrocuted.

•  G. Tooldev Sharma, 9, Manipur

Bravery Award

Going into the washroom, Tooldev saw a three-year-old boy fall into a pond 30 feet away from his house. Tooldev ran to his rescue and jumped into the six-foot deep water. Not knowing how to swim, he held on to a bamboo pole and shouted for help until his parents and neighbours pulled them out.

•  Ripa Das, 7, Tripura

Bravery Award

The youngest recipient this year, Ripa, was able to save herself and her one-year-old brother from a raging fire in her house, after her mother and grandmother fled without them.

•  Balram Dansena, 11, Chhattisgarh

Bravery Award

Balram saved an eight-year-old child from drowning in a 15-foot deep pond.

•  Rajdeep Das, 16, Jharkhand

Bravery Award

Rajdeep saved three girls from drowning in an eight-foot deep pond.

•  Anjith P., 12, Kerala

Bravery Award

Anjith saved two older boys from drowning in a river.

•  Aqil Mohammad N.K., Kerala

Bravery Award

Aqil answered a mother’s cry for help and jumped into the strong currents of the Chaliyar river to save a four-year-old boy from drowning.

•  Midhun P.P., 14, Kerala

Bravery Award

Midhun dived into an eight-metre deep well to save an eight-year-old boy from drowning.

•  Stevenson Lawriniang, 14, Meghalaya

Bravery Award

Stevenson saved a boy from drowning.

•  Mesak K. Remnalalnghaka, 14, Mizoram

Bravery Award

Mesak gave his life trying to save a boy from drowning.

•  Mhonbeni Ezung, 8, Nagaland

Bravery Award

Mhonbeni’s 78-year-old grandmother suffered a stroke and fell unconscious when the two of them were out fishing at a river in the Chudi village. Little Mhonbeni ran 4–5 kilometres through dense forest to call for help, and saved her grandmother’s life.

•  Labhanshu, 15, Uttarakhand

Bravery Award

Labhanshu saved two boys from drowning in the Ganges in Rishikesh.

•  Vishal Becharbhai Katosna, 10, Gujarat

Bravery Award

Vishal, a non-swimmer, jumped into the river and carried two children out to save them from drowning.

THE NATIONAL BRAVERY AWARD-WINNERS 2014

•  Mahika Gupta, 8½, Delhi

The Bharat Award

During a pilgrimage to Kedarnath in 2013, the family found themselves in the middle of the Uttarakhand floods. Mahika saved her four-year-old brother, Dhairya, from drowning when the Kedarnath Temple was flooded on 16 June 2013. Separated from the adults, Mahika held on to Dhairya through strong currents and floating stones until discovered. The siblings remained without food or water for three days!

•  Maleka Singh Tak, 16, Rajasthan

The Geeta Chopra Award

Maleka showed great courage in foiling an abduction attempt by two men. Feigning injury, she picked up a penknife that had fallen out of her bag (she had started to carry it after the Nirbhaya incident in December 2012 in Delhi) and forced her attackers back, allowing her to flee.

•  Shubam Santosh Chaudhari, 16, Maharashtra

The Sanjay Chopra Award

Shubham saved two girls from a burning school van. Keeping his cool, even when the door handle came off in his hands, Shubham broke the window glass and unlocked the door from inside, releasing the children.

•  Sanjay Navasu Sutar, 17½, and Akshay Jairam Roj, 13, Maharashtra

The Bapu Gaidhani Award

This Bhiwandi duo displayed great courage fighting off a leopard in the forest where they had gone to graze their cattle. While Akshay tried to remain calm and remove the leopard’s paws from his face, Sanjay drove it away with his sickle. They share the award with two others who received it posthumously.

•  Mausmi Kashyap, 11, and Aryan Raj Shukla, 14, Uttar Pradesh

The Bapu Gaidhani Award

They gave their lives trying to save others from drowning during floods.

•  Shilpa Sharma, 14, Himachal Pradesh

Bravery Award

Shilpa and her younger brother Anshul were on their way to school when a leopard attacked him. Not having seen a leopard before did not stop Shilpa from hitting it with her school bag and plucking Anshul from under the animal. She rushed him to the closest house and sent word to her parents.

•  Tanvi Nandkumar Ovhal, 7½, Maharashtra

Bravery Award

The youngest recipient of the award, Tanvi saved her four-year-old sister from drowning in a muddy water tank. Even though she couldn’t swim, Tanvi jumped in, found her sister and heaved her out on her shoulders. She wants to be a pilot someday.

•  Sagar Kashyap, 14, New Delhi

Bravery Award

Sagar, a fish merchant’s son, rescued six people from drowning in the Yamuna river.

•  Abhishek Ekka, 18, Chhattisgarh

Bravery Award

Abhishek dived into a 40-foot deep well to rescue his friend who had fallen in. He helped the friend on to the ladder so he could climb out.

•  S.S. Manoj, 13, Karnataka

Bravery Award

On a trip to Srirangapatna with his parents, Manoj saved a handicapped woman from drowning in the Cauvery river when she slipped and fell into it while washing clothes.

•  Subin Mathew, 11, Akhil Biju, 10, and Yadhukrishnan V.S., 13, Kerala

Bravery Awards

Swift thinking by these three friends helped save a man from a whirlpool. They fashioned a rope from a dhoti, pulled the man to safety and alerted others so he could be taken to the hospital.

•  Saurabh Chandel, 13, Madhya Pradesh

Bravery Award

Saurabh, also a non-swimmer, saved two people out of four from drowning in the village pond.

•  Rohit Ravi Janmanchi, 17, Maharashtra

Bravery Award

Rohit saved eleven-year-old Anushka from drowning when she fell into a drain.

•  Kangleinganba Kshetrimayum, 10, Manipur

Bravery Award

This brave little boy dived into a cold pond, twice, and saved three girls without even knowing how to swim. He started to learn swimming after this incident.

•  Kharibam Gunichand Devi, Manipur

Bravery Award

She saved her cousin from drowning.

•  M. Khayingthei, 12, Manipur

Bravery Award

Khayingthei lost his life in the water after saving his friend from drowning.

•  Vanlalhruaia,11, Mizoram

Bravery Award

This boy saved his friend from the waters of the Tuidai river.

•  Remlalhruaitluangi, 10, Mizoram

Bravery Award

She saved her friend from drowning in the Tiau river, on the border of India and Myanmar.

•  Malsawmtluangi, 13, and Hani Ngurdinthari, 15, Mizoram

Bravery Awards

The two friends dived into the water to save Malsawmtluangi’s brother and another friend. They were only able to drag her brother out, but Malsawmtluangi lost her life in the incident.

•  L. Manio Chachei, 17, Nagaland

Bravery Award

Manio lost his life trying to save two of his friends from drowning in the Eagle Falls, Shillong.
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