
[image: image]



THE CRICKET FANATIC’S 
ESSENTIAL GUIDE

Vimal Kumar

[image: img]




Published in 2015 by Hachette India 
(Registered name: Hachette Book Publishing India Pvt. Ltd) 
An Hachette UK company 
www.hachetteindia.com

[image: Image]

This ebook published in 2015

Copyright  2015 Vimal Kumar

The Copyright for photographs rests with the individual photographers/organizations as mentioned on the respective pages.

All rights reserved. No part of the publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system (including but not limited to computers, disks, external drives, electronic or digital devices, e-readers, websites), or transmitted in any form or by any means (including but not limited to cyclostyling, photocopying, docutech or other reprographic reproductions, mechanical, recording, electronic, digital versions)without the prior written permission of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

Print edition ISBN 978-93-5009-983-4

Ebook edition ISBN 978-93-5009-984-1

Hachette Book Publishing India Pvt. Ltd 
4th/5th Floors, Corporate Centre 
Plot No. 94, Sector 44, Gurgaon 122003, India

Typeset in Sabon MT by 
Eleven Arts, New Delhi


To Lord Basukinath,
Babuji and Ma (my parents),
and the late Peter Roebuck
for their blessings and guidance at all times


CONTENTS

1.The Run-up

2.England 1975

3.England 1979

4.England 1983

5.India/Pakistan 1987

6.Australia/New Zealand 1992

7.Pakistan/India/Sri Lanka 1996

8.England/Scotland/Ireland/Netherlands/Wales 1999

9.South Africa/Zimbabwe/Kenya 2003

10.West Indies 2007

11.India/Sri Lanka/ Bangladesh 2011

12.The Top Lists of the Last 40 Years

13.Across the World Cups

14.Australia/New Zealand 2015

15.Tracking Charts

Acknowledgements


[image: img]


▲Sudhir Kumar (Chaudhary/Gautam), famous as the biggest fan of Sachin Tendulkar and the Indian cricket team, is usually seen at matches with his body painted in the national colours. He travelled for every match of the 2011 World Cup. After India’s victory, Tendulkar invited him to lift the trophy.

– Photograph by Ashutosh Sharma




THE RUN-UP

All research agrees that the game of cricket is derived from a very old, widespread and uncomplicated pastime in which one player threw an object, be it a small piece of wood or a ball, and another hit it with a customfashioned club. It is widely agreed that the first recorded evidence of cricket being played was in Guildford, Surrey, England, around 1550.

The first reference to cricket being played outside England was in 1676 in Aleppo, Syria. The first official international match was played in 1844 between Canada and the USA. The game spread to different parts of the world, especially in the Commonwealth of Nations.

TEST CRICKET

The first ever Test match was played between England and Australia in 1877 on the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG), which is the historic venue for the 2015 World Cup final. Australia won this first ever Test match by 45 runs. Twelve years later, South Africa played its first Test match. And, in 1909, the Imperial Cricket Conference (which would later become the International Cricket Council or ICC) was founded by the three Test-playing nations. In 1910, the concept of sixes was introduced for any hit over the boundary. Earlier, a batsman had to send the ball outside the ground to get six runs! Nearly two decades later, the West Indies in 1928, New Zealand in 1930 and India in 1932 joined the Test nations. In 1952, five years after Pakistan became a separate country, it too became a Test-playing nation. However, Test cricket was slow to embrace other nations.

ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL (ODI) CRICKET

On 1 May 1963, England gave birth to One-day cricket during the first match of the Gillette Cup, Lancashire versus Leicestershire, which was staged at Old Trafford, Greater Manchester, England. Australia followed with its first domestic ODI tournament in 1969–70. Despite the growing popularity of the shorter formats in both countries, astonishingly, the first ever official ODI was born of circumstances rather than design.

After the first two Test matches of the Ashes series of 1970–71 resulted in a draw, the third match at the MCG was severely affected by rain. There was no play on the first four days of the third Test match and in a desperate attempt to please the paying public who had come to see some action, the last day of the match was forcibly conceived as a ‘compressed Test match’. However, there was a touch of indecisiveness on the part of the two cricket boards to give the match official endorsement and hence the teams were called England XI and Australia XI. Little did anyone realize that this match would ultimately revolutionize the course of cricket. Of course, One-day cricket took a while to make its presence felt as only 1,000 matches were played in the first 24 years, but the World Cup provided the ultimate impetus to this format of the game.

THE WORLD CUP

After the success of domestic One-day competitions, the six Test-playing nations – England, Australia, New Zealand, West Indies, India and Pakistan – were joined by Sri Lanka and East Africa in the first World Cup held in England in 1975. Yet the enormity and significance of the first ever attempt at a World Championship did not excite everyone involved with the game at that point of time. It was not until the World Series Cricket, a breakaway professional cricket competition staged between 1977 and 1979, created by Kerry Packer for his Australian television network, the Nine Network, that ODI cricket got a boost.

DAY-NIGHT CRICKET

For almost a decade after its inception, ODI cricket was not very different from Test cricket. White flannels, day matches, red balls and nearly the same kinds of rules and regulations. However, day-night cricket introduced a radical change. On 27 November 1979, the first ever day-night ODI was played at the Sydney Cricket Ground between the hosts Australia, and the West Indies. However, the real credit should go to the Australian media-mogul Packer, who pioneered day-night cricket, thanks to his rebel World Series Cricket.

INDIA AND CRICKET

According to the official website of the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), the earliest recorded reference to cricket in India was sometime in 1721 when sailors from a British ship docked off the Kutch coast in Gujarat played the game. The first recorded cricket match in India was in 1751, when the British army took on the English settlers. Reportedly, the Parsis, the first Indian civilian community to take to cricket, set up the Oriental Cricket Club in Mumbai in 1848. It died an early death and the community then established the Young Zoroastrians Club in 1850, after which the Hindu Gymkhana was formed in 1866.

A headlining year was 1884 when a team from Sri Lanka played a match in Calcutta (now Kolkata) in what was the country’s first ‘international cricket’ match. Five years later, a British team arrived in India in 1889–90 under the captaincy of G.F. Vernon, to play against Englishmen living in India and one game was scheduled against the Parsis. The Parsis won by four wickets, defeating the British for the first time in India.

In the 1890s, Kumar Shri Ranjitsinhji, Prince of the State of Nawanagar, bowled over English spectators with his elegant stroke-making and wristwork, and unorthodox shots, while playing first for Sussex in the English County Championship, and then for England in Test cricket. The Ranjitsinhji effect fanned out to Indian cricket.

A significant year was 1911 with the first-ever tour of England by an ‘All-India’ team, but World War I stemmed visits by cricket teams from England in the 1910s. Madras (now Chennai) became the stage of an annual Presidency match, during harvest-day celebrations of Pongal, between the Europeans and Indians in 1915. Sind, Calcutta, Lahore, Lucknow, Hyderabad and Kanpur were some of the other cricket centres in the subcontinent.

It was in 1932 that India became a Test-playing nation, with Col C.K. Nayudu as India’s first Test captain. Its first victory came only 20 years later in the fifth and final Test of the 1951–52 series against England at Madras (now Chennai), which it won by an innings and 8 runs. In a follow-up a year later, the Indian cricket team recorded their first-ever series win against Pakistan. India’s first Test series win abroad came more than 10 years later in 1967–68, when they beat New Zealand 3–1 on their home ground. The Indian team then went on to be victorious in back-to-back series in the West Indies and England, three seasons later.

Of course, many Tests and ODIs filled the years in between, but it was India’s landmark victory in the World Cup in 1983 that changed the face and course of Indian cricket.

1983: THE TO URNAMENT THAT CHANGED EVERYTHING

Colour television had already made its presence felt in the major cities of India and almost simultaneously hockey, the national game, was losing its pre-eminence as a major sport in the country. The historic triumph of Kapil Dev’s team – Kapil’s Devils, as they became to be known – catapulted cricket to unprecedented popularity. Just two years later, under Sunil Gavaskar’s captaincy, India won another stunning trophy, the Benson & Hedges World Championship, which was held in Australia in 1985. Many reckoned India’s performance in this tournament was better than the 1983 World Cup victory, so much so that even the venerable Wisden rated them as ‘The Indian Team of the Century’ in 2002. Ravi Shastri’s Audi, a prize for winning the Man of the Series award, made cricket look like a glamorous sport and captured the imagination of the masses. Two years later, India was to host its first ever World Cup. Both victories made the BCCI bold enough to bid for the 1987 World Cup, along with Pakistan.

GLOBALIZATION OF CRICKET FOR INDIA

In the 1990s, globalization became the mantra for the president of the BCCI. Jagmohan Dalmiya – a businessman from Kolkata – was conscious of the potential of the Indian cricket team and wanted to make the most of it commercially by making the game a global sport.

Immediately after the 1996 World Cup, India went to play a triangular ODI series in Singapore! Incidentally, that was Rahul Dravid’s debut in international cricket. Later that year, the BCCI organized cricket matches in Toronto, Canada. The Friendship Cup, as it was called, between India and Pakistan was aimed at the Indian diaspora in Canada. Then, a triangular series was played in the Netherlands in 2004, with Australia and Pakistan as the other two teams, and another triangular series was hosted in Malaysia in 2006. In 2007, India even played a three-match ODI series against South Africa in Ireland! In between, there were numerous bilateral ODI series and trination tournaments featuring India as everyone wanted to cash in on the Indian team’s popularity, the Indian diaspora and large assets that could be gained from telecast rights.

THE TENDULKAR EFFECT

A once-in-a-generation prodigy made his debut for India in 1989 when large-scale economic reforms were also simultaneously taking place. On the cricket field, India was an emerging powerhouse. It was fortunate to have Sachin Tendulkar who not only became the aspirational symbol for the post-liberalization generation in India, but also an iconic brand based on whose success the BCCI administrators kept raising the bar for telecast rights.

Other than the 2007 edition, Tendulkar dominated the headlines in each World Cup during his time. Tendulkar’s emergence as an undisputed genius, coupled with the arrival of some of the greatest players ever, resulted in India producing a team that became good enough to win in all kinds of formats and on all types of pitches. India almost won the 2003 World Cup when its golden generation was at its peak. Even though, India lost the final against a seemingly superior side such as Australia, the broadcasters and TV networks in India realized that the longer the team India participated in the World Cup, the better it was for the economics of the game. Their worst fear came true when India was knocked out in the first round of the 2007 World Cup.

THE T20 THREAT

From the 2011 World Cup onwards, the format was reworked largely keeping in mind that along with India, all the major nations should not be knocked out due to one or two upsets before the quarter-finals.

Ironically, ODI cricket, which not only rejuvenated the game, but also made it more inclusive for other nations, is now in danger of losing its relevance. Since the advent of T20 cricket, numerous franchise-based leagues have mushroomed and they are severely affecting international cricket’s schedule. Questions are being raised about the importance and relevance of the ODI format in modernday cricket. Decidedly, it is up to the World Cup to keep this format alive.

THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE TRIANGULAR CUPS

Over the last decade, the number of triangular ODI series has reduced significantly since bilateral ODI series have become more the norm. The only multi-nation event still being held, apart from the ICC tournaments, is the Asia Cup. A triangular series in India involving even top teams like Australia and South Africa would not be as successful because a neutral fan is unlikely to be deeply engaged in an Australia–South Africa game in India. Rather, a mini bilateral series of three matches each against each opponent is more likely to make better business sense.

After the Hero Cup in 1993, which was held to commemorate the platinum jubilee of Jagmohan Dalmiya’s home association in India called the Cricket Association of Bengal, the ICC was forced to think about how to stop a member country from organizing a quadrangular or multi-nation tournament. This was because these were diminishing the importance of the ICC’s marquee tournaments like the World Cup and the Champions Trophy. After the Akai Singer Champions trophy in December 1997 (England was the winner), no ODI tournament has been organized with four Test nations participating. Only the Asia Cup is exempt, as it is a regional tournament under the umbrella of the Asian Cricket Council and is not part of any individual cricket board.

INDIA’S LOVE AFFAIR WITH ODIs

India played 21 ODI tournaments in the first decade after its debut series against England in 1974. That was the only series that it played, which India lost 2–0, before the first World Cup was held. During this phase India played in 13 bilateral series and eight triangular or multi-nation tournaments. Over the next decade, from 1985 till the 1994–95 season, India participated in 44 ODI tournaments, 21 of which were bilateral series, while 23 were triangular or multi-nation tournaments.

From the 1995–96 season till the 2004–05 season, India’s series/tournament numbers jumped exponentially as India played 67 ODI tournaments. Significantly, it was a period of 25 triangular tournaments, 27 bilateral series and 15 multi-nation events.

Incidentally, by the time India starts its 2015 World Cup campaign in Australia and New Zealand, the number of India’s ODI tournaments in the last ten years, from 2005 to 2014–15, will total 67 as well. The last decade has clearly indicated that the days of triangular and multination tournaments are over and commercially it makes more sense to have a bilateral series. Forty-five series out of 67 were bilateral encounters. India played13 triangular tournaments and and nine multi-nation tournaments – all ICC events like the World Cup, the Champions Trophy or the Asia Cup.

LONG LIVE TEST CRICKET

In the last decade, India has played in 34 Test series and it is fair to say the ‘death of Test cricket’ prophecy is off the mark. The previous decade (1996 to 2004–05) too had the same number of Test series. But the decade before that (1985 to 1995–96) had only 22 Test series. It demonstrates that even though the number of ODI series was going up, Test cricket was not affected at all. However, India has played only a small number of international T20 matches ever since playing its first match against South Africa in the 2006–07 season – twenty-five to be precise. Of course, this has much to do with keeping the Indian Premier League (IPL) as the most desirable T20 tournament of the world.

THE RISE, FALL AND RESURRECTION OF THE CHAMPIONS TROPHY

Since the ICC could not organize a World Cup every two years, they created a knock-out tournament in which only Test nations could participate. It started in 1998 with the Wills International Cup in Bangladesh and grew into the ICC KnockOut in 2000 in Kenya. However, from 2002 it was dubbed the Champions Trophy and has remained so despite the debate surrounding its relevance in an already overcrowded cricket calendar.

Amazingly, the Champions Trophy has made a superb comeback because of its format. The 2013 England edition was supposed to be the last tournament, but its huge success and rave reviews forced ICC to reconsider the decision. Its short and precise format and the fact that the top Test nations always participate have convinced experts that this is the ideal format for the World Championship.

THE IMPERIAL CRICKET CONFERENCE

According to ICC archives, the largest worldwide body of cricket-playing nations, with 105 member countries ((10 Full, 38 Associate and 57 Affiliate members), the International Cricket Council (ICC) began on 30 November 1907, when the president of the South African Cricket Association, Abe Bailey, wrote a letter to F.E. Lacey, the Marylebone Cricket Club Secretary. After travelling with the South African team on their England tour, Bailey suggested the formation of an ‘Imperial Cricket Board’, with the aim of formulating a set of rules and regulations to govern international matches among England, Australia and South Africa. A triangular Test series between the three countries in England in 1909 was also part of this plan. There had been Test matches before this, going back to 1889, but South Africa’s 1907 tour of England was the first visit to be in the official Test Matches records.

When the Imperial Cricket Conference met in England in 1926, West Indies, New Zealand and India were invited to attend. Later that year, the body effectively created three new Test playing nations, West Indies, New Zealand and India. West Indies played their first Test in 1928, New Zealand in 1929–30, and India in 1932.

From then on, the ICC met regularly, to plan future Test tours, check player qualifications, encourage the use of turf pitches rather than matting ones, and discuss cricket law changes.

On 28 July 1952, Pakistan was admitted into the fold, and played their first Test match in the October of the same year. In May 1961, South Africa withdrew from the Commonwealth and became ineligible for ICC membership. In 1964, Pakistan suggested an expansion of the ICC in order to include non-Test-playing countries. In 1965, the ICC changed its name to the International Cricket Conference, admitted non-Test-playing countries such as the USA, Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) and Fiji as Associates, followed by the Netherlands, Denmark, Bermuda and East Africa in 1966.

In 1971, the possibility of a World Cup came up. A plan to organize a World Cup (60 overs-per-side) in England in 1975 was approved in 1973; besides the six Test playing countries, East Africa and Sri Lanka were invited to take part. As new Associate members continued to be added, it was agreed to organize a competition for Associate members, from which the most successful countries would qualify to play in future World Cups. Sri Lanka became a full member in July 1981 and played their first Test in February 1982. In 1984, Italy became a new kind of member – an Affiliate – followed by Switzerland in 1985.

In 1989, the ICC changed its name to the International Cricket Council and became stronger. It could now impose binding decisions on members. In July 1991, South Africa was re-admitted as a full member. Zimbabwe, an Associate member of the ICC since July 1981, became a Full member in July 1992.

Between 1993 and 1997, a number of developments took place: umpires in Test matches could refer doubtful line decisions to a third umpire equipped with video playback facilities; TV replays were made available in Tests; cameras were permitted to pronounce whether a ball had crossed the boundary; and the Duckworth Lewis method of adjusting targets in washed-out matches in ODIs was tried out by the ICC.

As the structure of the ICC changed, in 1997 Jagmohan Dalmiya became the first man to hold the new office of President for three years, with the policy and direction of ICC now vested in an executive board.

Now under Alan Isaac, the ICC has to confront the challenges of balancing the three formats of the game, besides a host of other issues. After all, its mission is to ensure that ‘As a leading global sport, cricket will captivate and inspire people of every age, gender, background and ability while building bridges between continents, countries and communities.’
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