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1NEWS: INDIA




Farewell to the LITTLE MASTER
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Sachin Tendulkar announced his retirement from Oneday Internationals (ODIs) on 23 December 2012 and from Test cricket on 10 October 2013. It marked the end of an exceptional 24-year career. He leaves behind him a record of 18,426 runs in 463 ODIs and 15,837 runs in 198 Tests. This extraordinary right-hander has amassed 49 centuries in ODIs and 51 in Tests, including the first double hundred in the history of ODI cricket. His last ODI was on 18 March 2012 against Pakistan. His 200th and final Test match: 14 to 18 November 2013 in home ground Mumbai.

A National Shame

A gruesome incident, which shook the nation and had worldwide reactions, took place on 16 December 2012 when a girl was left to die by six assailants in Delhi. Due to her continued deteriorating condition, she passed away on 29 December. This incident sparked widespread agitations and protests that demanded the girl, called Nirbhaya (fearless one) by the public, be given swift justice.

The Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance, 2013 was passed on 3 February 2013. It provided for amendment of the Indian Penal Code, the Indian Evidence Act, and the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 on laws related to such offences and provides for the death penalty in similar cases.

[image: img]

35 Years for DAVID HEADLEY

David Headley, a 52-year-old American-Pakistani from Chicago, USA, and a key suspect who conspired with the Lashkare- Taiba group and provided them with vital information about several locations in India. These included pictures of the Taj and Oberoi hotels, and the Nariman House Jewish centre. This led to the 2008 Mumbai attacks, which killed 166 people and left many injured. He was sentenced to 35 years of imprisonment on 24 January by Judge Harry Leinenweber.

However, the 35 years of imprisonment punishment for Headley was strongly opposed by the families of the victims of the 2008 attacks and by many Indians who believed that he should have been given a life sentence, if not a death penalty. In response to these protests, USA said that this sentence was given keeping in mind the fact that Headley was willing to cooperate with law authorities in USA and India.


On 8 January, Pakistani troops attacked an Indian patrol at the LOC, killing two soldiers – Lance Naik Hemraj and Lance Naik Sudhakar Singh.



2013 National Science Day was held on 28 February. The theme was Genetically Modified Crops and Food Security.



Stampede in Allahabad

The Kumbh Mela, one of the largest gatherings in the world, took place in January, in the city of Allahabad. It is held every 12 years on the banks of the confluence of rivers Ganga, Yamuna and the mythical Saraswati. This year it brought in at least 120 million people.

The Kumbh Mela has its own police station, fire station, railway reservation counter and post office, which are all rebuilt every 12 years. But in spite of heavy arrangements a stampede took place at Allahabad Railway Station on 10 February, killing 36 people and leaving many missing. This chaos was believed to have been due to millions of people at the station.

RAILWAY BUDGET

Union Railway Minister Pawan Kumar Bansal presented the Railway Budget 2013-14 in Parliament, on 26 February. Its highlights were – no hike in passenger fares, freight fares increased by 5 per cent, 26 new passenger trains launched, free Wi-Fi facility at railway stations, an improved e-ticket system, a helpline number for ladies, wheelchairs and escalators for people with disabilities. Also, special AC luxury coaches called ‘Anubhuti’ would be introduced, to give passengers a higher level of comfort.

[image: img]

SCHOOLING GOES VIRAL

In a bid to increase interest in learning, the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has come up with an online lab for school experiments (OLabs) for students of classes IX and X. The board announced, on 2 March, that the experiments are demonstrated using interactive simulations based on mathematical models, videos and rich interactive animations to create real world environments. Find out more on www.olabs.co.in
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Two explosions, by unknown culprits, in Dilsukhnagar area of central Hyderabad kill 16 people on 21 February.



On 14 March, five policemen were killed in a militant assault in Kashmir – the first major attack in three years.




Tattered Tales of Tihar

The infamous Tihar Jail, the largest jail in Asia, was in the news again. Another inmate, this time a girl, took her life behind bars on 13 March. It was also under scrutiny for housing more prisoners than it had room for: 540 women prisoners in 400 rooms.

[image: img]

Tihar Jail spokesperson Sunil Gupta said that a judicial probe had been ordered into the incident and the prison administration had begun its internal probe.



A RECORD-BREAKING DEBUT

27-year-old Shikhar Dhawan is an Indian cricketer, who made his international debut against Australia in October 2010 and is the captain of the Sunrisers Hyderabad in the Indian Premier League (IPL). On 16 March, he set a record of a 187 runs in the third Test against Australia, becoming the fastest debutant to make a century in 136 years of Test cricket history. The opening left-handed batsman smashed his runs in 174 deliveries, leaving the spectators screaming for more.

FIVE YEARS FOR DUTT

Actor Sanjay Dutt was sentenced to five years in jail by the Supreme Court in March 2013. He had been charged, under the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities Act (TADA) in April 1993, for acquiring illegal weapons – a 9 mm pistol and an AK-56 assault rifle – from men convicted for the 1993 attacks that killed 257 people.
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KRISHI CARD LAUNCHED IN GOA

A digital revolution has swept through Goa. The Goan government launched the Krishi Card on 29 April, which is a digitally-coded card that will help identify all Goan farmers and maintain a history of their land holdings, assets and subsidies. The government hopes that it will develop into a common card for Krishi, Dairy and Fisheries subsidies. The introduction of the card, conceptualized by the Stateowned Goa Electronic Ltd. (GEL), will spare the farmers from repeatedly producing their documents and affidavits. The card will also make farmers eligible for loans, depending on their land holding.


Kerala government, on 27 April, approved sarod maestro Amjad Ali Khan’s proposal for an International School of Music in Kerala.



Yash Chopra, Rajesh Khanna and Asha Bhosle were awarded the Dadasaheb Phalke Academy Awards on 30 April.



Appeals Left Unheard

The Supreme Court rejected the decade-long appeal of Devinder Pal Singh Bhullar against his conviction for the 1993 car bombing in Delhi. He was sentenced to death on 13 April. Bhullar had placed a car bomb in All India Congress politician Maninderjeet Singh Bitta’s car for his criticism of the Sikh separatist movement.


CONQUERING EVEREST

Arunima Sinha, a former national level volleyball player, became the First Indian Amputee to conquer Mt Everest on 22 May. She had lost her leg in 2011 in an incident where she had resisted a chain snatching attempt by criminals and was then thrown off a moving train, the Padmawati Express.



ALL BETS ARE OFF

16 May was a dreadful day for IPL cricket as 11 bookies and three cricketers were arrested. The cricketers were Ajit Chandila, S. Sreesanth and Ankeet Chavan, who were accused of spot fixing. According to the police, the bowlers had conceded a minimum number of runs in a pre- decided over in exchange for money. Delhi Police Commissioner Neeraj Kumar said that a special team of the police had tracked the phone calls of the suspected sportsmen and bookies. The sportsmen had agreed to give signals to the bookies, such as turning their wristbands and putting a towel in their pants.


NO RELIEF FOR UTTARAKHAND

A multi-day cloudburst covered northern India in June 2013, causing devastating floods and landslides. Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and even Nepal were affected, but the main damage was in Uttarakhand. By 16 July, the figures released by the Uttarakhand government stated that more than 5,700 people were feared dead. The destruction of bridges and roads left about 100,000 pilgrims and tourists trapped. The Indian Air Force, the Indian Army and paramilitary troops were able to evacuate more than 110,000 people.




Akshay B. Gaikwad won three gold medals at the 15th Asian Youth Weightlifting Championships in Doha on 30 May.



Arvind Mahankali, of Indian origin, won the Scripps National Spelling Bee on 31 May in Oxon Hill, Maryland.
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India’s gold imports had dried up considerably fast in June. It was as low as 35-40 tonnes, which was a major drop from, May. As a result the cost of gold shot up and the dealers were asking for a premium of up to [image: img]350 per 10 g over the metal’s international price.



THE FINAL FRONTIER

On 1 July, India launched its first navigational satellite. It was launched by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). At 11.41 p.m. the navigation satellite, IRNSS-1A, weighing 1,425 kg, blasted off the launch pad at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, from the launch vehicle, PSLV-C22. ISRO Chairman K. Radhakrishnan, who congratulated the team, said that with the successful launch, India had entered a new era in space applications.

Bodh Gaya Bombing

A series of bombs exploded at 5.45 a.m. on 7 July, in and around the Bodh Gaya temple. The Mahabodhi Temple complex, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is situated in Bodh Gaya, Bihar. A total of ten bombs exploded, injuring five people, two of whom were monks. The Special Task Force (STF) of the Kolkata Police arrested a man named Anwar Hussain Mullick, suspecting him to be involved in the blasts. At the time of his arrest, he was carrying explosives and fake Indian currency notes.
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MAKING HISTORY ONE MEDAL AT A TIME

P.V. Sindhu created history on 10 August by becoming the first Indian woman to win a medal in singles in the World Badminton Championship. Sindhu, ranked at World No. 12, set a record by defeating two Chinese players in the run-up to the semifinals, but she failed to beat Ratchanok Intanon, a player from Thailand, going down with 10-21 and 13-21 in a 36-minute match. She came home with a bronze medal.
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Dr Mukesh Hariawala, on 28 June, was conferred the prestigious Indian Healthcare Visionary of the Decade award.



The first hydrogen-fuel fitted bus of India was demonstrated at the Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre in Tamil Nadu on 28 July.




India launched its first indigenously built aircraft carrier on 12 August. This made India the fifth nation in the world to have designed and built one of its own. The aircraft carrier, named INS Vikrant, cost $5 billion.




A ONE-WAY TRIP TO MARS

Mars One, a non-profit organization to establish a human colony on Mars by 2023, has gained huge public attention. The last date of registration was 31 August and applications shot from 1,800 to 8,000. The private spaceflight project is led by Dutch entrepreneur Bas Lansdorp. After USA, China and Brazil, India was the fourth country in the world with the highest number of applications.



TATA SONS-SINGAPORE AIRLINES JOINT VENTURE

The Tatas announced, on 19 September, that plans were in motion to set up a domestic airline in partnership with Singapore Airlines. The two giants have been in talks over the proposed airline for more than a decade, but could not move forward due to bureaucratic problems. Tata Sons signed a memorandum of understanding with Singapore Airlines for the joint venture and it is now awaiting approval from the Foreign Investment Promotion Board. The Tatas will hold 51 per cent equity and the rest will go to Singapore Airlines.
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THE 29TH STATE

The Congress Working Committee adopted a resolution, on 30 July 2013, for the bifurcation of the state of Andhra Pradesh and forwarded it for Parliamentary approval. The Central Government was to make a decision in accordance with the Constitution of India. The time allotted for this task was 112 days. The new state of Telangana will include 10 districts and the remaining 13 districts are being referred to as Seemandhra. Hyderabad will be a shared capital for a period of 10 years. The Telangana region would include an area of 114,840 sq. km. On 3 October, the Union Cabinet approved the resolution, allowing the formation of Telangana.



— Eshita Bhatnagar


Former athlete Henry Rebello, who had represented India in the 1948 Olympic Games, passed away on 27 August.



The four men involved in the Nirbhaya case of 2012 were sentenced to death for their crimes, on 13 September.








NEWS: WORLD



AUTONOMOUS TECHNOLOGY IS ON ITS WAY!

On 4 January, the Japanese auto-giant Toyota unveiled a research vehicle created to help make self-driving vehicles. The Advanced Safety Research Vehicle is based on a Lexus LS and is used for research at the Toyota Research Institute in Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA. It has features such as reacting to its surroundings, checking on the driver and contacting other
vehicles. This is done using radar, GPS and computer vision.

Dutch Queen Abdicates Throne

[image: Image]

Netherlands Queen Beatrix, the oldest reigning Dutch monarch who ruled for 33 years, announced on 28 January that she would be stepping down from the throne. Her abdication announcement came three days prior to her 75th birthday. She added that she would be passing the crown to the eldest of her three sons, Prince Willem- Alexander. He was officially crowned on 30 April.


Boeing 787s Grounded

A new type of lithium-ion battery, installed as part of a new electrical system that has replaced many mechanical and hydraulic systems in the USA, caught fire on two Boeing 787s in nine days. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) said, on 16 January, that it would be grounding all Boeing 787s operated by USA carriers until the problem was fixed.



A RARE NEW YEAR’S SPEECH

North Korean leader, Kim Jong-un, delivered a new year’s message on national TV. It was the first such message in 19 years. It expressed the need to improve the economy and to reunify the Koreas. The speech came less than a month after Conservative Park Geun-hye was elected as president of South Korea. Its lack of open hostility after a year of rocket launches and international isolation came as a surprise. This speech seemed to refocus North Korea’s sights on the economy


On 2 January, Mauritania banned the use of plastic bags in a bid to protect the environment.
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1 January was the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation, an executive order by Abraham Lincoln to free slaves.



UP, UP AND AWAY

On 28 January, Iranian space officials announced the successful launch of a live monkey into space. The suborbital flight was carried out in a space capsule that was a relatively small rocket called Pishgam, which means ‘pioneer’ in Farsi. Iranian media also added that the monkey was sent 120 km above the Earth. A monkey was chosen because of its biological similarities with humans, according to Hamid Fazeli, director of the country’s space agency. The Iranian scientists also claim that they sent a monkey to space ‘as a prelude to sending human beings’.


The Newest Discovery

NASA, on 20 February 2013, revealed the existence of the smallest exoplanet (a planet outside the Solar System) known till date. Kepler 37B, that is slightly larger than our Moon, was discovered by the Kepler telescope. It was a challenge to discover due to its size; it measures onethird of the Earth and is even smaller than Mercury. The exoplanet has a rocky surface and no atmosphere, so it cannot support life, according to scientists. Also, just like our planets orbit around the Sun, Kepler 37B orbits around a Sun-like star that is 210 light years from Earth.



Meteors in the Night

On 15 February, Chelyabinsk in central Russia was hit by a meteor, injuring 1,100 people. It is the largest recorded object encountered by the Earth since 1908. NASA reported that the meteor exploded with the force of 20 atomic bombs and weighed around 7,000 tonnes.

The Strongman’s Daughter

Park Geun-hye was sworn in as the President of South Korea on 25 February. She is the first woman to be elected as President in South Korea. Geun-hye, 61, is the daughter of former military strongman Park Chung-hee, who ruled over South Korea from 1963 to 1979.


The skeleton unearthed by University of Leicester, UK, scientists was confirmed as that of King Richard III on 4 February.



Intercontinental mind-meld united two rats, in Brazil and USA, on 28 February, but critics doubt the predicted organic computer.




CIRQUE DU CHÔMAGE?

[image: Image]

The Canadian entertainment company, Cirque du Soleil, employs almost 5,000 people in its worldwide operations. It had a tough year with four of its long-running productions being shut down and huge box-office losses on its $30 million film, Worlds Away. The company had to layoff more than 600 employees in January but announced on 4 April that it remained upbeat about its future.



Jinping Fever

Xi Jinping, chief of the Communist Party of China, became China’s new President and Head of the Military on 14 March. He succeeded Hu Jintao and is likely to continue as president till 2022. This announcement was made by the National People’s Congress (NPC). His wife, Peng Liyuan, is a superstar folk singer.

Terror in Boston

Patriots’ Day, a civic holiday commemorating the first two battles of the American Revolutionary War, was celebrated on 15 April, in Boston, Massachusetts, USA, with a marathon. However, during the 2013 Boston Marathon, two pressure-cooker bombs exploded killing three people and injuring 264 others.

A BANK FOR THE BRICS

The fifth BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) Summit was held in Durban, South Africa. It was a two-day international relations conference that began on 26 March. In early 2013, it was estimated that, together, the BRICS countries represent almost three billion people, with a combined nominal GDP of $14.8 trillion. The goal of these summits is to focus on improving the global economic situation. The fifth summit focused on the creation of the BRICS Development Bank, an infrastructure-focused bank. The bank will provide the finances for infrastructure projects and will set up a $100 billion Contingent Reserve Arrangement, which will help member countries counteract future financial shocks.


The death toll in Bangladesh rose to 44 on 1 March due to protests over Jamaat-e-Islami Vice President Delwar Hossain Sayeedi’s death sentence.



Vice President Nicolas Maduro temporarily assumed presidency of Venezuela on 5 March.




Mama Mammoth

Russian scientists discovered the first well-preserved adult female Mammoth carcass on 29 May. The muscle tissue was conserved and the blood was still flowing. It was trapped in the ice in Lyakhovsky Islands, a southern Siberian Island in the Arctic seas of north–eastern Russia. The scientists theorized that the blood must contain properties similar to antifreeze (a chemical additive that lowers the freezing point of a water-based liquid).



New Homes on the Horizon

Scientists from NASA have always kept a lookout for life existing on other planets. NASA’s Kepler satellite was made specifically to keep an eye on 150,000 stars in the hope of identifying Earth-like planets. It found three planets that have a high probability of hosting life.
The planets’ names were released in the US journal Science on 21 April 2013. The planets are named Kepler 62c, Kepler 62e and Kepler 62f. They are a part of a five-planet system and those most likely to host life are those the farthest from the host star. The host star, Kepler 62, has a lower temperature than our Sun.

High Fuel Prices? So what?

The Eco-Dubai 1, a car devised by a group of engineering students from the United Arab Emirates (UAE), can potentially travel up to 1,000 km on just one litre of fuel. I t is half a metre wide, two metres long, half a metre high and weighs 25 kg.

Bye Bye Beckham

[image: Image]

On 18 May, David Beckham announced that he plans to retire from football at the end of the season after an illustrious 20-year career. The former England captain made 115 appearances for his country and 394 for Manchester United, winning six Premier League titles and one Champions League title. Beckham, 38, signed a five-month deal with Paris St-Germain (PSG) in January but felt it was the right time to end his career. The Leytonstone, east London-born midfielder has played for Manchester United, Real Madrid, Los Angeles Galaxy, AC Milan and PSG, winning 19 trophies, including 10 league titles. He is the only English player to win championships in four countries.


Jorge Bergoglio began his papacy on 13 March, facing a Catholic Church caught in contradictions with modern society.



On 20 March Barack Obama touched down in Israel, beginning his first trip to that country as US President.
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THIRD TIME’S THE LUCKY ONE

[image: image]

Nawaz Sharif was sworn in as the Prime Minister of Pakistan by President Asif Ali Zardari, on 5 June. This is Nawaz Sharif’s third term as Prime Minister after he was forced into exile. He is the first person in Pakistan’s history to be voted to the post thrice. He was elected with 244 votes in the 342- seat Parliament. Elated with his success Sharif said, ‘People have made clear that democracy is the only way for Pakistan’.

Snowden Zips Across the World

Former Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) employee, Edward Snowden, came forward as the source of recent National Security Agency (NSA) leaks in the USA on 9 June. Snowden leaked information to The Guardian, UK, in May 2013, about the interception of USA and European telephone metadata and the PRISM, XKeyscore and Tempora Internet surveillance programs.

Fearing prosecution, Snowden defected to Hong Kong and, on 14 June, was charged with espionage. By 25 June, Russian President Vladimir Putin confirmed that Snowden was in a Moscow airport’s international area. Both China and Russia rejected USA’s extradition requests.

SYRIAN CONFLICTS OVERWHELM G8

The 39th G8 summit was held on 17 and 18 June in Northern Ireland. The two-day summit was attended by the leaders from G8 nations: Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, the USA and UK. It is a summit held by top leaders to address global challenges. The summit was headed by UK Prime Minister David Cameron.

Despite the main agenda being transparency and tax evasion, the main talks revolved around the Syrian civil war. Together, the leaders decided on a seven-point plan, which includes maintaining Syrian public institutions, ridding the country of terrorists and condemning the use of chemical weapons.

Who will be President?

Egypt’s Supreme Constitutional Courts Chief Justice Adli Mansour has been sworn in as the interim President of Egypt. This happened on 4 July, a day after the military overthrew President Mohamed Morsi as head of state. Morsi was overthrown by the military after just a year in office. He was Egypt ’s first democratically elected president. Currently, he is under house arrest at an undisclosed location.


Saudi Prince Fahd Al-Saud spent €15 million on a three-day splurge, 22-24 May, at Disneyland in France.



Dubai inaugurated the world’s tallest twisted tower called the Cayan Tower on 10 June. The tower is a 1,004 ft 80-storey skyscrape.



JAIL TIME FOR MANNING

Chelsea Manning, also known as Bradley Manning, was sentenced to 35 years of imprisonment on 21 August for the crime of disclosing the biggest set of classified documents to the public. A soldier in the US Army, he was arrested on May 2010 under the suspicion of having transferred material documents for the site Wikileaks. He was charged with 22 offences, of which the gravest one was aiding the enemy.

HORROR IN EGYPT

On 14 August the clashes between the Egyptian Army and the pro-Morsi protesters took an ugly turn when the Egyptian forces raided two camps in Cairo, both being the supporters of the ousted president. According to reports, 638 people were killed that day and 3,994 were injured. It was the deadliest day since the Egyptian revolution in 2011.

ANOTHER VICTORY FOR MALALA

The International Children’s Peace Prize, awarded by the Kids Rights Foundation, was given to Malala Yousafzai, a 16-year-old girl Pakistani education activist. She promoted education among girls, especially in the Swat Valley where the Taliban had banned education for women. She was shot by the Taliban for her work and survived. To know more, read I Am Malala (Orion/Hachette).
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SYRIA CHEMICAL ATTACK CONFIRMED

UN chemical weapons inspectors confirmed that the nerve agent sarin was used in the attack on the Ghouta agricultural belt in Damascus, Syria, on 21 August. UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon told the UN Security Council that he believed it constituted a war crime. The UN report, he said, detailed the ‘most significant confirmed use of chemical weapons against civilians since Saddam Hussein used them’.

Kenyan Mall Shootout

On 21 September, unidentified gunmen attacked a shopping mall in Nairobi, Kenya. The attack, which lasted until 24 September, resulted in at least 72 deaths, including 61 civilians, 6 Kenyan soldiers, and 5 attackers. The attackers held hostages and had gun battles with Kenyan security forces.


3 August saw Robert Mugabe re-elected as Zimbabwe’s President. At 89, he is the oldest politician in Zimbabwe’s history.



An 8.2-billion-year-old twin of the Sun was discovered on 28 August. HIP 102152 is the oldest solar twin known till date.



— Eshita Bhatnagar


NEWSMAKERS




People to Remember



M.S. GOPALAKRISHNAN (10 June 1931 – 3 January 2013)

This violin master, also known as MSG, was a Carnatic musician whose career spanned more than 75 years. He was a recipient of the Padma Bhushan, Padma Shri, Kalaimamani, Sangeetha Kalanidhi and the 1997 Sangeet Natak Akademi awards.
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HUGO CHAVEZ (28 July 1954 – 5 March 2013)

Hugo Chavez was the president of Venezuela from 1999 until his death.
His 14-year rule was seen by many as empowering millions of poor people.

MARGARET THATCHER (13 October 1925 – 8 April 2013)

She was Britain’s first and only female prime minister. She served three consecutive
terms in office (1979-1990) and is often called the ‘Iron Lady’ due to her uncompromising politics and leadership style. Thatcher was not afraid to rock the boat in order to stabilize Britain’s economy.

SHAKUNTALA DEVI (4 November 1929 – 21 April 2013)

Often called the ‘Human Computer’, she was a child prodigy. Her lightning-speed calculations, despite having no formal education, earned her a place in the 1982 edition of The Guinness Book of World Records. She had spent her childhood travelling with her father who was a trapeze artist and lion tamer.

CORY MONTEITH (11 May 1982 – 13 July 2013)

He was a Canadian actor best known for his role as Finn Hudson on the popular American musical series Glee. He passed away, at the age of 31, due to a drug overdose. Glee’s tear-jerking tribute episode to Monteith was aired on 26 September.

PRAN KRISHAN SIKAND (12 February 1920 – 12 July 2013)

This legendary Bollywood actor was a multiple Filmfare award-winner. His career spanned nearly six decades and has seen him in iconic villain roles that brought villans on par with heroes.
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RAY DOLBY (18 January 1933 – 12 September 2013)

This American engineer was the inventor of the Dolby Noise Reduction System in 1966, which revolutionized recording. It produced a clear sound for recording studios that was able to considerably reduce background noise.

HIROSHI YAMAUCHI (7 November 1927 – 19 September 2013)

[image: image]

This Japanese businessman was the former Nintendo Co. Ltd president (1949-2002) who built the company into a video game giant from a maker of playing cards. His vision and guidance enabled Nintendo to bring out portable gaming and 3D environments, such as ‘Donkey Kong’ and ‘Super Mario Bros’.





2014 ELECTIONS




ELECTION TIME IS HERE AGAIN!

In a country with a population of more than a billion, the scale of general elections is extraordinary. Open a newspaper or switch on the news on television and you will see plenty on the upcoming general elections, planned to be held in late 2013/early 2014. But what are these elections for? Why are they so very important? And who are people going to vote for? Read on to find out!




The Indian Electoral System

India has an asymmetric federal government (a union of self-governing states in which each constituent state possess different powers), with elected officials at the central, state and local levels. The Parliament of India, or the Legislature, consists of two houses the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. The Prime Minister (PM) is the leader of the ruling party of the Lok Sabha. He/ she is the true executive head as most decisions made by the President are made on his/her advice. The PM is the main link between the President, the Council of Ministers and the Parliament. All the members of the Council of Ministers and the Prime Minister are also members of Parliament (MPs).

These General Elections will be held to elect the 16th Lok Sabha of India. The Rajya Sabha elections will follow soon after.


‘Ballot’ is derived from the Italian word ballotta, meaning ‘a small ball used in voting’. It comes from a voting system practised in Ancient Greece. The Greeks dropped a white ball into a bowl when they favoured a candidate, and a black one when they did not. The term `blackballed` comes from this too!



Political Parties: WHY, HOW AND WHO?

The political parties that win these elections will rule as the government for the next four years. Prior to every election, each party will publish an election manifesto. An election manifesto is a declaration of the ideology, aims, intentions, policies, programmes and promises of a political party. It explains how the party hopes to run the government if they are chosen.

In India, there are national parties and, more recently, regional parties. Since India gained independence in 1947, the Indian National Congress (INC or Congress) remained the dominant party at the centre right up to 1977. In 1977, the dominance was broken by coalition parties. This is a system wherein no single party can expect to achieve a majority in the Parliament to form a government, but has to depend on alliance building with other parties to form a strong bloc to gain a majority. Currently, the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) led by the Congress is in power and has been so for two terms. The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) led by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) forms the Opposition.




The Buzz in Bihar

Janata Dal (United) (JD[U]): The JDU is a political party popular in Bihar and Jharkhand. It was formed in 2003 when the Sharad Yadav faction of the Janata Dal, the Lokshakti Party and the Samata Party, merged. It is currently the fifth largest party in Lok Sabha (20 seats). On 16 June 2013, Nitish Kumar (the Chief Minister of Bihar and member of the JDU) ousted 11 BJP ministers, including his deputy Sushil Kumar Modi. This break of the union between the BJP and JDU was a surprise for many and has created immense buzz about who will win over Bihar in 2014. The JDU and BJP have to see if they can survive without each other in Bihar.

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD): The RJD is a political party based in Bihar. The party was founded in 1997 by Lalu Prasad Yadav (current RJD president). On 3 October 2013, Lalu Yadav was sentenced to five years imprisonment in a 17-year-old fodder scam case. This effectively disqualifies him from Parliament and leaves him ineligible to contest elections for at least six years. This means he will lose his Lok Sabha seat and perhaps his presidency in the RJD. It also jeopardizes the RJD’s hopes for the 2014 elections as they were aiming to take advantage of the rift between the JDU and the BJP. Instead, their most popular leader has been taken off the table.


On 27 September 2013, the Supreme Court of India announced that all Indian citizens have the right to exercise a negative vote. This means that along with the regular buttons, a voter will also have a ‘None of the Above’ button on voting machines. If you do not support any of the candidates who are standing for elections, you press this button. The Election Commission of India will implement this option in the state assembly elections that will begin in 2013.



How does the election process work?

The last general elections in India were in 2009 and the electorate (people who are eligible to vote) stood at 714 million. This is a figure larger than both the European Union (EU) and the American electorates combined! The sheer size of India’s population means that elections are a lengthy process. Normally, they are conducted in a number of phases. The process begins with the announcement of state assembly election dates by the Election Commission (the autonomous, constitutionally established federal authority responsible for administering all the electoral processes) of India.

The 2014 state assembly elections begin from 11 November 2013, and will include the states of Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram, Rajasthan and Delhi. These are the warm-up stages before the national elections next year.


Close to 120 million individuals will be first-time voters in the 2014 general elections. The draft electoral rolls shows the national total of eligible voters to be just under 790 million. Uttar Pradesh will have the highest potential first-time voters with 22 million people crossing the age of 18. They will account for 17.6 per cent of the state’s electorate. Maharashtra comes next with 10.5 million, Bihar is third with 9.43 million youths and West Bengal follows with nine million.



The Election Commission will publish electoral rolls (the listing of all those registered to vote in a particular area) along with the dates of candidate nominations, polling and vote-counting. The model code of conduct (guidelines on how political parties and candidates must behave during elections) then comes into effect from the day these dates are announced. This code of conduct is put in place to act as a check on the political parties who participate in the elections. So, for example, no party is allowed to use government resources for campaign purposes and all campaigning must stop 48 hours before the actual day of polling.

Usually, government schools and colleges (for example, Kendriya Vidyalayas) are chosen as polling stations, where voters can come to cast their votes. The Collector of each district is in charge of overall polling, while the polling stations are manned by government employees to ensure that a fair voting process is followed.

Nowadays, Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) are being used instead of ballot boxes, for much the same reason. These display the symbols of the parties that are participating in the elections. To vote, you press the button that denotes the symbol of the party your favoured candidate belongs to. Once you cast your vote, indelible ink is applied on your left index finger to show that you have voted. This is a practice that has been in place since 1962, to ensure that no bogus voting takes place.

After elections are over, the voting machines are stored in a guarded room until all the different phases of voting are over. Then on the date set by the Election Commission, the votes are counted. The verdict is usually out within a matter of hours. The candidate who has won the most votes is declared to be the winner of that particular constituency. At the general elections, the party that wins the most seats is invited by the President of India to form the new government. This party must prove its majority in the Lok Sabha in a vote of confidence by obtaining a simple majority (50 per cent) of the votes in the house.

Who are the Prime Ministerial Candidates from the two major parties?

Narendra Modi: The 14th and current Chief Minister of Gujurat, Modi has been a key strategist for the BJP in the successful 1995 and 1998 Gujarat state election campaigns. In October 2001, Modi became Chief Minister of Gujarat. He was promoted to the office upon the resignation of his predecessor, Keshubhai Patel, following the defeat of the BJP in by-elections. July 2007 saw him become the longestserving Chief Minister in the history of Gujarat, having been in office for 2,063 days continuously.

[image: img]

Modi is a fairly controversial member of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), and has been known to have described himself as a ‘Hindu nationalist’. While his administration has been criticized for its alleged role in the 2002 riots in Gujarat, it has also been equally praised for its liberal economic policies that have driven the success of the state.

The Indian National Congress (INC): The Congress has not yet publicly announced a prime ministerial candidate. However, it has been decided that the 2014 elections will be fought under the leadership of the triumvirate of Manmohan Singh, Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi.

Manmohan Singh is seen as the architect of India’s economic reforms in the 1990s while serving as Finance Minister. Singh became the country’s first non-Hindu prime minister in 2004. The 81-year-old Oxford–Cambridge educated economist is an MP from Assam. As Prime Minister, he is credited with bringing India and the USA closer and ending India’s nuclear isolation through a civil nuclear cooperation agreement with the USA. In 2009, his government was re-elected to a second term. However, the party has suffered many charges of corruption since 2010.

[image: img]

Rahul Gandhi is the son of Sonia Gandhi and a member of the Gandhi family that has dominated Indian politics for most of the country’s political history. He is at present the General Secretary of the Indian National Congress and is in charge of a six-member committee to formulate the Congress’s strategy in the upcoming elections.

— Narayani Basu
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