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      For women everywhere

      May you have

      
      ‘An erect stride, frank and direct look,
Conduct that fears no one on earth,
Pride in one’s growing knowledge…’

      
      Subramania Bharati, ‘The New Woman’
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      Major Milestones in Bharati’s Life

      
      
         
         



         
         
         
         
         
            
            	1882, 11 Dec

            
            	Born in Ettayapuram, Tirunelveli district, Tamil Nadu

            
        

         
         
            
            	1893

            
            	Conferred title of ‘Bharati’

            
        

         
         
            
            	1894–1897

            
            	Hindu College High School, Thirunelveli

            
        

         
         
            
            	1897, 15 June

            
            	Marries Chellamma (aged 7)

            
        

         
         
            
            	1898

            
            	Death of father, Chinnaswami Iyer

            
        

         
         
            
            	1898–1901

            
            	Higher education in Benares with his aunt

            
        

         
         
            
            	1902–1904

            
            	Appointed court poet at Ettayapuram

            
        

         
         
            
            	1904, Aug

            
            	Tamil teacher at Sethupathi High School, Madurai

            
        

         
         
            
            	1904, Nov

            
            	Joins Swadesa Mithran as sub-editor
          

            
        

         
         
            
            	1905

            
            	Partition of Bengal

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Attends Indian National Congress meeting presided over by Gopal Krishna Gokhale at Benaras

            
        

         
         
            
            	1906

            
            	Meets Sister Nivedita who was to become a major influence; later dedicates his nationalistic poems to her, his ‘guru’

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Attends Indian National Congress session in Calcutta, presided over by Dadabhai Naoroji, where demands for Swaraj and the
               boycott of British goods are raised
          

            
        

         
         
            
            	1907

            
            	Attends Indian National Congress session in Surat with V.O. Chidambaram Pillai and Mandayam Srinivasachariar; meets freedom
               fighters Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Sri Aurobindo Ghosh, Lala Lajpat Rai; Dr Rash Behari Ghosh nominated President of Indian National Congress,
               leading to the party splitting between Extremists, led by Tilak, and the Moderates; Bharati, an Extremist, is greatly impressed
               by Tilak who later features in his poems
          

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Edits English weekly Bala Bharata; also associated with nationalist newspapers Vijaya, Karmayogi and Suryodaya

            
        

         
         
            
            	1908

            
            	Translates and publishes Tilak’s lecture ‘The Tenets of the New Party’

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Brings out a pamphlet of his experience at the Surat Congress titled ‘Our Congress Tour’; publishes his first book of poems,
               Swadesa Geetangal (Songs of Freedom)
          

            
        

         
         
            
            	1908, Sep

            
            	British arrest and imprison M. Srinivasan, legal editor, India magazine, for five years, while Bharati, the de facto editor, escapes to the French territory of Pondicherry on the advice
               of friends
          

            
        

         
         
            
            	1908, 20 Oct

            
            	Resumes publication of India, a weekly magazine from Pondicherry; it has a circulation of over 4000 copies; Bharati calls for political freedom and denounces
               the British for their injustice to the people of India
          

            
        

         
         
            
            	1909

            
            	Publishes second volume of poetry, Janma Boomi

            
        

         
         
            
            	1910, April

            
            	Sri Aurobindo comes to Pondicherry seeking political asylum; he and Bharati spend long hours discussing a wide range of subjects

            
        

         
         
            
            	1910, March

            
            	British Government bans entry of India magazine into British India; journal ceases publication for want of funds
          

            
        

         
         
            
            	1912

            
            	Writes major works – ‘Kannan Paattu’, ‘Kuyil Paattu’, ‘Panchali Sabadham’, Tamil translation of the Bhagavad Gita

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Publishes first part of ‘Panchali Sabadham’

            
        

         
         
            
            	1917

            
            	A collection of Bharati’s poems under the title Nattupattu is released
          

            
        

         
         
            
            	1918, 20 Nov

            
            	Courts arrest at Cuddalore; imprisoned for about a month

            
        

         
         
            
            	1919

            
            	Lives in Kadayam (wife Chellamma’s native village)

            
        

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Meets Mahatma Gandhi in Rajaji’s house in Madras

            
        

         
         
            
            	1920, Nov

            
            	Returns to Madras and joins Swadesa Mithran once again as sub-editor; continues to seek funds to publish his books but fails
          

            
        

         
         
            
            	1921, July

            
            	Triplicane Parathasarathi temple elephant attacks Bharati; saved just in time by his friend Kuvalai Kannan but sustains heavy
               injuries
          

            
        

         
         
            
            	1921, 11 Sep

            
            	Dies in Madras at the age of 39
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