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Roopa Pai suspects she has alien blood, for two reasons. One, she loved history in school. And two, although an adult, she mostly reads children’s books.

Roopa has won a Children’s Book Trust award for science writing. Among her published works are a four-book science series, Sister Sister (Pratham Books), and two girl-power books, Kaliyuga Sita and Mechanic Mumtaz (UNICEF).

When she is not dreaming up plots for her stories, she goes on long solo bicycle rides, and takes children on history and nature walks in Bangalore. You can find her at www.roopapai.in.
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For Ak Ka and Tam Ma,

You keep me centred.
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Taranauts The Trail of the Tale

Eight octons after the wise, brave Shoon Ya became Emperaza of Mithya, Mithya was celebrating with the grandest Octoversary ever. For the first time, the 32 stars of Tara–the supersun with the cool rainbow coloured light–had come down to dance at the celebrations. But their dance was rudely interrupted by Shoon Ya’s evil twin, Shaap Azur, who broke out of his prison below the heaving seabed of Dariya and captured all 32 stars in the Silver Spinternet, plunging Mithya into darkness.

The stars could be rescued, but only if the 32 riddles Shaap Azur had hidden on the eight worlds were solved within an octet. Enter sweet-faced Zvala, child of Fire, athletic Zarpa, child of the SuperSerpent Shay Sha, and animal magnet Tufan, child of the Wind–three gifted mithyakins who had been chosen by the Emperaza several octons ago to save Mithya from the Great Crisis.

Under the watchful eye of Shuk Tee, the Emperaza’s most trusted advisor, and the guidance of three expert Achmentors–hypnotic Achalmun, who trains their minds, scatterbrained Dummaraz, who strengthens their values, and full-of-fun Twon d’Ung, who fine-tunes their bodies–the Taranauts begin to blossom into brave, strong, responsible heroes that Mithya can be proud of.

For their first challenge, the Taranauts travelled to Zvala’s world of Shyn with their new friend Makky, a makara with an amazing sense of smell. After many exciting adventures, they cracked the hidden riddles and rescued the four Tarasuns of Shyn, the Emeralds.

An octoll later, the Taranauts found themselves in Lustr’s brain-scrambling Mayazaal, battling flesh-eating flowers, weeping trees and hostile minimits, before they set the Sapphires free. Their new friend, Zubreymunyun, the mysterious aquauto driver with ‘connections’, proved to be very helpful indeed.

In Sparkl, the world they chose to tackle next, the three had to play and win four deadly games if the Amethysts were to be saved. In the end, the Taranauts’ winning mix of superskills, razor-sharp intelligence, and heart, combined with superb teamwork, sees them through.

In his citadel, Xad Yantra, Shaap Azur is getting increasingly desperate. He assigns young, brash Ograzur Dusht the task of finding a traitor in ShoonYa’s camp.

Now a traitor has been found, and the Taranauts are in serious danger. Can they stay safe, and more importantly, rescue the Rubies? Now read on …
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