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    Preface


    My life has been an amazing journey since the day I decided to give my life to Jesus Christ and follow Him. The journey has been filled with exciting adventures and challenges with both victory and defeat. I am so grateful to the Lord who called me, and who has placed me in an abundant harvest working alongside my fellow brothers and sisters all around the world.


    I wish to dedicate this book to my wife Kjersti, my best friend and co-laborer in ministry; and to Silje, Sunniva, ­Solvor and Svanhild; my four amazing daughters, who have had to share their dad with so many others for many years.


    I would also like to thank my close friends and colleagues in Kristent Nettverk and in Ministries without Borders, who I have closely worked alongside for the past twelve years. You have challenged and inspired me in the ministry of the Kingdom of God.


    A special thanks to Erlend Evenstand, who with his gifted editing skills has been invaluable in the manuscript process.


    Finally, I would like to thank all of those working in the harvest who faithfully follow the Lord of the Harvest day after day to reach those who have yet to accept Him. Be encouraged! The Great Commission will be accomplished, because Jesus is “with you always, even unto the end of the world .”

  


  
    Praise for Thank God It’s Monday


    


    “I’m thrilled that this book is now available in English, after the runaway success of the original Norwegian edition. I have worked with my friend Arne Skagen for many years: reading ‘Thank God it’s Monday’ is just like listening to Arne in person. His unique ability to equip the church to reach everyday people in everyday evangelism is not a theory; it’s Arne’s lifestyle. In this essential book Arne shares that lifestyle with us in a way that always encourages and inspires. Most important, what Arne writes really works; I have seen the tangible results time after time. If you read one book on evangelism, read this one. I highly recommend it.”


    


    
      Roger Aubrey
    


    
      Leader, All Nations Church, Cardiff, UK
    


    


    



    



    “Thank God it’s Monday by Arne Skagen of Bergen, Norway is a wonderful and compelling book that is very practical and deeply encouraging. Through his use of real life stories and principles, Arne takes his readers on a journey through the important phases of sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. As Arne writes about the importance of loving people, listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit, and hearing “the Harvest Language,” he shows himself to be an evangelist who knows how to equip his readers with the ability to share their faith with confidence and great boldness. I highly recommend this very helpful and insightful book.”


    


    
      Bill Clark
    


    
      Churcleader New Life Church,
    


    
      Ministries Without Bordes – Canada
    


    

  


  
    


    Introduction


    You wake up in bed, rested and ready for a new week. Thank God it’s Monday! Full of expectation for the day that has just begun, you go to the bathroom, look in the mirror and think “I am loved” and start talking with the One who loves you.


    Evangelism begins every Monday morning in the bathroom. It springs from an intimate and living relationship between you and God. He fills you with his love, joy and peace so that his life can overflow and touch your friends, neighbours, colleagues and all of those who you’d love to know the love of Jesus. It’s about reaching out with God’s power and love in a relaxed and natural way. It’s about reaching your social network – where God has placed you with a purpose.


    Thank God It’s Monday is not for you if you’re looking for techniques or methods of evangelism. This book does not describe a human method, but a heavenly strategy where we take a walk with the Holy Spirit through our neighbourhood, in our circle of friends and at our workplace – wherever people hang out and live. It’s about seeing what the Holy Spirit sees, hearing what he hears and being obedient when he tells us to act. This is the lifestyle I want to share with you – and the reason I wrote this book.


    You are surrounded by a ripe harvest, and so is your church community. We have seen this happen in many places over quite a long period of time – not just once, but time and time again – of how God has transformed an inward-looking church community into a vibrant and active body. Seeing people get saved every day is not an unrealistic goal. The Lord of the Harvest wants to teach us how to see the harvest and how to gather it in.


    The harvest is plentiful, and the harvest is ripe. Jesus is right about that. As you read this book, my prayer is that the Holy Spirit will speak to you and give you faith to see things happen; that evangelism will no longer just be something you have to do – or something you do with a guilty conscience. Instead it will flow naturally from our lives – with the Holy Spirit’s help.


    We’ll wake up on Monday mornings with great expectations of what “God in us” can do.


    Does this sound at all like a method? It is quite the opposite; it is a heavenly strategy.


    May the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Holy Spirit be with you all as you bring in the harvest.


    


    Arne Skagen
 Bergen, Norway,
 November 2013
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