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Cover Image: We Remember – Our Barna! By Charmaine Papertalk Green and Mark Smith. This print tells the story of Geraldton’s foundation around colonialism and its impact on the First Peoples – the Wilunyu of the Yamaji Nation. Colonial structures built on traditional campsites, forced the traditional occupiers out of their long held space to become onlookers of where they once lived – sang, slept, ate, danced and yarned. Colonial and contemporary structures only hide the surface but not the memory or connection of Yamaji to their land, 2016.
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Prologue

The stakeholders want their environmental scientists to deliver flora and fauna on a platter, and they will do so for a price. Stygofauna speak up through the land; some listen, more don’t.

And so the mining companies reach into our schools, funding programs that make students in their own image, filling the holes they make in country with propaganda sold as learning, gatekeeping into the church of university.
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*

Prologue Response

Privilege blindness

if environmental scientists say so

water comes from a plastic bottle

what lies on or within country

cannot be seen for the

privileged are privilege blind
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