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Glossary of Jaru, Kriol, Aboriginal English (AE) & Noongar words

There are conventions used in Ngurra Home around upper-and lower-case spellings (relational) that may be mistaken for incorrect use of grammar and spelling. This reflects the accuracy of relationships in Jaru culture.

bi – slang term meaning ‘eh?’ (AE)

big mob – a lot (AE)

bin.girrjaru – bush turkey (Jaru)

Bindjareb – Pinjarra (Noongar)

boomerang – a traditional hunting tool

Boorloo – Perth (Noongar)

code-switching – alternating between two or more languages or

dialects of language in conversation, changing the way you interact

based on the social norms of the culture you are in and who you

are interacting with

dambul – whip snake (Jaru)

dirrarn – red-tailed black cockatoo (Jaru)

eatem – eat them (AE)

gaalyalya – white cockatoo (Jaru)

galbun – hawk (Jaru)

gulyulyu – budgerigar (Jaru)

gunyarr – dog (Jaru)

jaja – grandmother/granddaughter; a respectful term of address

used by both members of the pair (Jaru)

jarriny – conception totem (Jaru)

jawiji – grandfather/grandchild; a respectful term of address used

by both members of the pair (Jaru)

humbug – annoy, ask things from (AE)

jangarn – brushtail possum (Jaru)

jij – sister (AE)

jiyirr – rainbow bee-eater (Jaru)

lingga – snake (in general) (Jaru)

lilgurn – golden bandicoot (Jaru)

mardee – maybe (AE)

marlu – kangaroo (Jaru)

milbardiri – spectacled hare-wallaby (Jaru)

minija – quoll (Jaru)

mob – group

na – now (AE)

ngoolark – Carnaby black cockatoo (Noongar)

ngurra – home (Jaru)

ngururn – cabbage palm (Jaru)

nyarlgu – bilby (Jaru)

Rubibi – Broome (Yawuru)

songlines – cultural knowledge & navigational method used to

navigate Country

stealing bird – bowerbird (AE)

sugarbag – Australian native stingless bees that

produce honey (AE)

tucker – food or bush food (AE)

wan.gura – crow (Jaru)

wijari – rufous hare-wallabies (Jaru)

yagu – fish (Jaru)
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