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DEDICATION

First and foremost, Kangaroo Stew is dedicated to my fellow Tjupan/Ngalia Wonguktha people. The struggles, love and connection the characters in the text face are a pure reflection of my life and the lives of many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples living in post-colonial society. This story is dedicated to all of my old people and to the old people of all of our mob that have had to bear the burden of desperately fighting to keep our culture and lore strong. Like our Tjukurr and songlines, your fights and tribulations will continue to live in our living memories, stories handed down from generation to generation of how we fought, we survived and eventually thrived once again.

I dedicate this text to all the lobbyists that spend their lives fighting for justice in a political landscape that empowers mining groups to destroy with reckless abandon. Your wisdom and foresight in keeping our parna (land) strong and healthy keep allyship meaningful and we walk hand in hand, protecting the needs of that which we hold so close.

Finally, I dedicate this story to my family, my children and to my dad, who has worked tirelessly in the mining space, doing the hardest work of creating change to the system from within the heart. Your wisdom and patience in the face of people that see no value in our landblood has helped construct an often balanced approach to the ways in which I can present stories such as Kangaroo Stew.

Nkayu kuturtu malya baal.

Love,

Zac Mongeeya James
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WRITER’S NOTES

Kangaroo Stew is based on a town named Leonora nestled on the edge of the desert. My Tjupan/Ngalia people were forced here in the 1970s after our traditional land was taken from us by various mining companies. The story is a representation of my experiences of Native Title, land rights and mining, which have changed, shifted and transformed through the stages of my life.

It is no secret that one of the greatest threats to our First Nations culture and lore is mining. The industry often destroys areas of great significance with little to no regard. This has been proven many times throughout the history of colonial Australia, with the explosion of Juukan Gorge being a recent example. That destruction is felt much deeper than just a scar on the parna (land). We feel that pain in our souls, our very beings. As a people of strong lore, the repercussions for destruction of songlines can be immense and draped in deep sorrow.

My people have long protested and fought against the mining industry, some notable activists in my family being Nan Shirley Wonyabong and my sister Vikki Abdulla. Their continued fight against uranium mining occurred in one of my sacred areas, Yakabindie. This is the birthplace of Jack, a character in the text.

There is opportunity in working with mining groups, opportunity that otherwise wouldn’t exist for our forgotten communities in the remote areas. As my dad once said, ‘It’s better to have a seat at the table than watch our kids die in the streets’. Though this sentiment is valid and true, is it safe to make a deal with the devil? This conflict and inner turmoil between the importance of culture and land as well as future vision and sustainability in a post-colonial setting is the main conflict within Kangaroo Stew. It is a complex question which is the cause of great divide between many of my people. It is even a deep divide within myself as the writer.

My final thoughts are on the representation of strong, Blak matriarchal characters in text. For my people, our wanti (women) share equal balance in responsibilities in community. As men, we cherish their place as universe makers, mabarn (magic) healers, fierce protectors, wise oracles and fighters of justice and peace. Our women are superheroes but they grieve deep in the context of a colony that has strived to take everything from them and instilled a white patriarchal oppression upon them. The character of Lilly is a dedication to my mum, my nan, my aunties, my sister, my cousins, my daughter and all the change makers in the community who keep us strong. We would not exist without the universes that you create with great beauty and power, and we as Aboriginal men MUST fight to bring back sacred synchronicity; our songlines, culture and lore demand it.
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