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  LANGUAGE WORDS


  Luritja is a dialect of the Western Desert Language of Central Australia. It is widely spoken with significant family and dialect variations. The Luritja written in Us Mob Walawurru was provided by Lisa Wilyuka and women from Titjikala.


  Walawurru is a Luritja word for wedge-tailed eagle. The phonetic pronunciation is ‘wal-a-woo-roo’ with equal emphasis on each syllable and the ‘r’ is rolled.


  
    
      	
        Anangu

      

      	
        Western Desert people

      
    


    
      	
        arrkinti liritja

      

      	
        beaded necklace

      
    


    
      	
        mammu

      

      	
        monster

      
    


    
      	
        malu

      

      	
        kangaroo

      
    


    
      	
        Ngalyarra

      

      	
        Come here

      
    


    
      	
        nintaka

      

      	
        perentie

      
    


    
      	
        nyrrratja

      

      	
        over there

      
    


    
      	
        Nyuntu palya?

      

      	
        Are you all right?

      
    


    
      	
        palya

      

      	
        good

      
    


    
      	
        rumma

      

      	
        mad, crazy

      
    


    
      	
        uwa

      

      	
        yes

      
    


    
      	
        walawurru

      

      	
        wedge-tailed eagle

      
    


    
      	
        Wai palya?

      

      	
        How are you?

      
    


    
      	
        wiltja

      

      	
        shelter/ shade

      
    


    
      	
        wiya

      

      	
        no
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  INTRODUCTION


  Us Mob Walawurru follows the life of Ruby, a young Luritja girl growing up in Central Australia in the 1960s. Living on a cattle station, Ruby is faced with many situations and dilemmas resulting from cultural difference — education, language, family obligation, relationship to country and environment, and ideas of ownership.


  By the 1960s many Aboriginal people in Central Australia had moved onto cattle stations where they could work for rations and shelter. It was a decade of significant change for Aboriginal people in the Northern Territory and throughout Australia. Some of these changes are tracked through Ruby’s journey of growth into womanhood and through her quest for knowledge.


  Us Mob Walawurru is a work of historical fiction and inter-cultural exploration. Some of the events are based on stories told to us by Luritja people of Titjikala in Central Australia. Some historical events are also included.
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