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			Endorsements

			Twenty-first century school librarians are leading their school districts in many influential ways. Their efforts in design thinking, inclusivity, anti-racism, teaching multiple literacies, modeling lessons, and collaborative methods are just some of the core leadership efforts that can help transform any school district. Packed with specific examples of how successful school librarians have led from their libraries, The 21st Century School Library is a must-read for teachers, administrators, and school librarians who need concrete evidence on how they can develop efficacious school libraries for their school district.

			Dr. Krista Welz, school librarian in New Jersey, 2017 recipient of a Library Journal Movers and Shakers award, AASL Social Media Superstar, and co-founder of Edcamp Urban
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			The 21st Century School Library shows how great instruction benefits students and why empowering the school librarian to lead the way makes for great learning. Bringing in his own experiences and sharing the great thinking of librarians from across the country, Ryan Bani Tahmaseb paints a picture of what an essential school librarian looks like. This book is for every librarian who wants to give their students the best library program while working side by side with supportive administrators and teachers. It is perfect for new librarians, experienced librarians, and every colleague they work with.

			Tom Bober, author of Building News Literacy: Lessons for Teaching Critical Thinking Skills in Elementary and Middle Schools

			[image: ]

			In The 21st Century School Library, Ryan Bani Tahmaseb takes a deep dive into the role of school librarian. This book is a call to action for schools to utilize their libraries and librarians to help democratize education and allow students to follow their innate intellectual curiosity. Throughout the book, Tahmaseb advocates for student access, genuine inquiry, and opportunities to address real-world problems. He outlines a holistic approach to integrating multiple literacies into classrooms, including racial literacy, and teaching alongside students and teachers in an all-inclusive community — all while exploring collaboration, authentic research, and hands-on learning in a global learning community. This is a must-read for librarians as well as teachers and administrators, as Tahmaseb directly addresses these audiences in each chapter. You will leave this book with a plethora of ideas for making your school library the hub of your school: a place where curiosity, voice, and choice foster learning that is meaningful, inclusive, and engaging for all students.

			Tomasen Carey, senior lecturer at the University of New Hampshire and field coordinator for Learning Through Teaching
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			In a time when school librarians are disappearing from schools, Ryan Bani Tahmaseb presents readers with a timely, relevant, and important look at one of education’s most invaluable assets. This book is a useful guide for those of us leading change within school libraries and the colleagues we partner with each day. The 21st Century School Library is the perfect blend of theory and practice!

			Dr. Kristen Mattson, author of Ethics in a Digital World: Guiding Students Through Society’s Biggest Questions
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			Foreword

			The school library is the heart of the school. It is essential in its location, access, and offerings to support learner-centered classrooms where students are constructing knowledge, designing, thinking, and collaborating. Where else in the school can you find a quiet spot to sit and read a book that allows you to travel to other worlds, meet new friends, or enter another dimension? Libraries are communities for book lovers, provide access to reliable research and information, and even transform into STEM labs and makerspaces. 

			In my first year of teaching, I learned my school librarian was going to be my best friend. We planned lessons together to help my students research, write, and read powerful literature. She had access to a wealth of knowledge that helped my students learn deeply. A class trip to the library was always a sensory adventure. When we studied the Harlem Renaissance and arrived at the library, jazz music was playing and books about artists, writers, and poets of that time period were spread across the tables for my students to peruse. Students wrote poems based on Romare Bearden paintings while listening to jazz in the library that day. Together, my school librarian and I applied to and attended the National Gallery of Art’s Summer Institute in Washington, DC for a week, to be immersed in mythology and learn from various experts and teaching artists. As a result of attending the learning institute, we wrote a curriculum together that we co-taught in our school the following years. She is still a close friend and I consider her a mentor who impacted my early years of teaching. 

			Fast-forward to today (and 18 years later). I am in a different school but the librarian is still my go-to when I am looking for something good to read, developing a new reading and writing unit, or just want to talk. He does lots of book talks, shows my students which databases to access for information for their research reports, and keeps me in the loop about potential award-winning books I must read. When I walk into the library, it is always filled with students doing homework, collaborating, and working on the computers. My school library is a central spot for students, no matter the time of day. 

			Ryan Bani Tahmaseb brings to the forefront the magic and power of school libraries. He provides a practical approach to elevating the level of learning in your school library, redesigning the space to welcome all students and teachers, and rebranding the library from “the room with the old, dusty, smelly books” to a hub for 21st century learning. A library today is a place where books and technology go hand in hand to empower learners, support creativity, and build critical thinkers. 

			Forward-thinking librarians are always in the know and piloting projects. Erika Long in Nashville, Tennessee, initiated an inquiry-based learning project for teachers and students in her school. Peter Langella in Hinesburg, Vermont, took the lead in his school to create a faculty book study, as well as a series of talks for the community to address racism and anti-Semitism. These are just two examples in a book that spotlights many models and mentor librarians who have made positive differences in their schools and communities. Ryan shows us that librarians are leaders and change-makers. 

			Reading The 21st Century School Library reminds me that libraries and librarians are crucial in our democratic society. Throughout the book Ryan provides practical ways for librarians to work with teachers to put more books in students’ hands that represent the diversity in our nation, bring attention to valid and reliable research and information, support digital citizenship, and gain funding for books, technology and after-school programs, as well as start a makerspace lunch group or after-school STEM club. He has connected his readers with amazing and inspiring librarians around the country who share their own knowledge and expertise. To build a better world we need access to information, knowledge, and ideas so young people are literate in all the facets of literacy. Ryan shows us how librarians and libraries can help pave the way to inspire and motivate knowledgeable and caring lifelong learners.

			Michele L. Haiken, author of New Realms for Writing: Inspire Student Expression with Digital Age Formats
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