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			Mary Myatt is an education adviser, writer and speaker. She trained as an RE teacher and is a former local authority adviser and inspector. She engages with pupils, teachers and leaders about learning, leadership and the curriculum. 

			Mary has written extensively about leadership, school improvement and the curriculum: High Challenge, Low Threat, Hopeful Schools, The Curriculum: Gallimaufry to Coherence, Back on Track and now Huh: Curriculum conversations between subject and senior leaders. She has also established Myatt & Co, an online platform with films for teachers, teaching assistants, leaders and governors.

			Mary has been a governor in three schools, and a trustee for a multi-academy trust. She co-founded the RE Quality Mark, is chair of the board for the Centre for Education and Youth and is a member of the curriculum advisory group for Oak National Academy. 

			She maintains that there are no quick fixes and that great outcomes for pupils are not achieved through tick boxes.

			www.marymyatt.com, Twitter: @MaryMyatt
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			John Tomsett taught for 33 years in state schools and was a teaching headteacher for 18 years. Until August 2021, he led Huntington School in York. He writes a blog called This Much I Know, and has written extensively about school leadership. He has previously published five books: Love over Fear: Creating a Culture for Truly Great Teaching; Mind Over Matter: Improving Mental Health in our Schools; Putting Staff First: A Blueprint for Revitalising our Schools (with Jonny Uttley); An Angler’s Journal; and Cognitive Apprenticeship in Action (editor). 

			He maintains that the best thing for our students is that our teachers are happy, healthy, well-qualified, highly motivated, hard-working, well-trained experts; consequently, he believes we should put staff first. 

			He is now engaged in supporting the next generation of school leaders, with a resolute focus upon improving the quality of teaching and learning and developing the school curriculum. As the erstwhile leader of Huntington Research School in York, he believes that an evidence-informed approach is central to successful school improvement. 

			www.johntomsett.com, Twitter: @johntomsett
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			Reviews

			There can be no better focus for any book that aims to support school improvement than one that is centred upon teachers and school leaders talking about what should be taught in our schools, when, to whom, and how, subject by subject. Huh supports such conversations and cuts through the jargon in a way that is user friendly while still reaching the heart of what matters. The authentic voices of people who are doing the work on the ground make a topic that can be intimidating accessible and meaningful. Every chapter contains nuggets of gold that can support practitioners who are engaged in curriculum development right across the school system.

			Professor Samantha Twiselton, OBE, 
Director of Sheffield Institute of Education (SIoE)

@samtwiselton

			I love this book. In Huh, Mary Myatt and John Tomsett have produced something highly original, both fascinating as a reflection on curriculum thinking and practical as a tool to support people implementing these ideas in schools. They have succeeded in using structured, in-depth explorations of the curriculum thinking of individual subject leaders to capture the subject-specific depth that is so often missing from generic leadership books. Even where specific examples of curriculum plans are provided, it is clear that these are just examples of the many paths and possibilities. Huh will be a superb addition to any school’s leadership development programme, giving leaders at all levels a basis for thorough, informed and developmental curriculum discussions. 

			Tom Sherrington, Educational Consultant and co-author of the WalkThrus series

@teacherhead @WALKTHRUs_5

			Mary Myatt and John Tomsett are clear that exceptional schools must have a carefully planned and well-sequenced curriculum and rightfully acknowledge that this will look different for each school and subject. What makes Huh uniquely powerful is that instead of offering a cookie-cutter curriculum, it models the conversations that need to be prioritised in order to empower teachers and leaders to continually evaluate and develop a curriculum model that works for their school. 

			The ultimate collaboration between two important voices in the field of education, this book is essential reading for subject specialists and, even more importantly, the senior leaders who line manage them.

			Gerry Robinson, Executive Headteacher, 
Haringey Learning Partnership

@gerryrobin5on

			Secondary school teachers and leaders can sit next to one another in the staffroom – sharing stories, laughs, teaching ideas and more – but so much of the curriculum that is taught in their classrooms is enacted in separate subject silos. As a direct result, senior leaders can struggle to support teaching, learning and, crucially, curriculum development. In encapsulating the experience of an array of expert subject leaders, Myatt and Tomsett offer senior leaders a vital resource to better understand each subject discipline, so they can support the essential stuff of school improvement. Huh is highly accessible and full of practical insights for curriculum thinking. It is required reading for school leaders at all levels.

			Alex Quigley, author of Closing the Reading Gap and National Content Manager at the EEF

@HuntingEnglish

			Huh is a fascinating book that explores key stage 3 by using the authentic voices of the front line teachers who are delivering the learning. The insights into the decision-making process of curriculum design that address the unique aspects of each subject provide an authentic guide for all to reflect upon and improve their own curriculum offer. As a primary practitioner, I feel it is vital to have a good grasp of the next steps for our children, making Huh a must-read for primary and secondary colleagues. 

			Paul Watson, Curriculum Lead, North Ormesby Primary Academy

@PaulWat5

			When Myatt and Tomsett announced their book Huh, I just knew it was going to be something special. Subject curricula are the heartbeat of a school, the vehicles in which to deliver rich, well-sequenced knowledge, the blueprint to developing the next historian, mathematician, writer or dancer. The process of implementing these curricula is a collective endeavour between teachers and school leaders. Huh unpicks these challenging but equally supportive conversations that subject specialists have about their curricula and explains how this can be used as a tool for continued reflection.

			Michael Chiles, Associate Assistant Principal and 
author of bestsellers CRAFT and The Feedback Pendulum.

@m_chiles

			Huh is filled with rich conversations which probe the extensive curriculum thinking taking place at subject level. This is an essential book for all who are line managing subjects outside of their own area of expertise. Equally, it provides a useful overview of the full range of subjects, so commonalities can be explored and understood. Middle leaders will also find this book fascinating as they are presented with the opportunity to examine some of the inner workings of other subject areas, encouraging them to reflect on what they may be able to adopt when they are building, adapting, and developing their own curriculum. 

			Zoe Enser, English Adviser and Evidence Lead in Education, currently working with Teacher Development Trust

@greeborunner

			In Huh, Mary Myatt and John Tomsett have written a book which serves as a compendium of curriculum discussions rooted in both distinctive subject domains and contextual relevance. Huh is an engaging read and will help senior leaders to extend their understanding of curriculum coherence for both disciplinary and substantive knowledge. It is rare to find such a book that simultaneously stimulates thinking and provides practical examples to strengthen curriculum development, including applying transdisciplinary subject domain links. To put it simply, this book is indispensable reading for all educators. 

			Dr Jeffery Quaye, National Director of Education and Standards, Aspirations Academies Trust

@jeffery_quaye

			As someone who reads everything that Mary Myatt and John Tomsett write, the prospect of a book which they co-author is a mouth-watering prospect – particularly one which helps us learn more about curriculum leadership! In focusing on the issue of curriculum quality at key stage 3, alongside the challenge for senior leaders of line managing outside of their areas of specialism, Huh tackles two important challenges in our school system. As the sector continues to place a much-needed emphasis on the role of the curriculum in improving education, we find that subject expertise is a precious commodity – often in short supply. The conversations within this book shine a light on the work of excellent subject leaders from across the school system and offer all of us an opportunity to learn more.

			Tom Rees, Executive Director of Ambition Institute

@TomRees_77

			CUREE’s systematic review of Developing Great Leadership of Continuing Professional Development and Learning saw the importance of curriculum development feature prominently in the findings on effectiveness. It revealed the importance of helping school leaders review and reflect on what their own subject knowledge had contributed to their professional work and learning in order to know how to recognise and support its development in subjects and disciplines other than their own. So it was with great delight that I learned about the important work that Mary Myatt and John Tomsett have been doing to prepare the ground for Huh. Better still has been the opportunity to learn from the book’s wonderful subject leader contributions and Mary and John’s wise reflections on curriculum development.

			Professor Philippa Cordingley, CEO of CUREE

@PhilippaCcuree

			Huh is the type of book you read and think, ‘If only I had read this when I was a subject leader!’ This is the book every subject leader needs to have read and every senior leader needs to refer to before subject meetings. Huh will add depth and meaning to conversations between leaders to make them more than just another data dump. Leaders need to move away from simply ‘weighing and measuring’ and focus instead on the meaningful aspects of knowledge development and curriculum sequencing. This is the ultimate pick-and-dip book for all school leaders as they engage in collaborative curriculum development.

			Sufian Sadiq, Director of Teaching School at Chiltern Learning Trust

@unleashing_me

			Huh is a brilliant read for all of us working in education. Primary colleagues should not be put off when the introduction states, ‘We decided to focus on key stage 3.’ There is not one question asked of secondary subject leads that you would not ask or discuss with a subject lead in any phase – the principles of curriculum development are exactly the same. Myatt and Tomsett focus on what matters most in our schools: as they say, ‘The curriculum is, after all, the beating heart of all schools’ business.’ Huh is accessible, authentic, completely current and refreshingly written. It is a superb resource for every subject lead in any of the four key stages.

			Gail Brown CEO/Executive Headteacher, Ebor Academy Trust

@gbrown011

			This is the knowledge I never knew I needed – because we don’t know what we don’t know! The authenticity, humility, expertise and wisdom shared so generously by subject specialists is captured beautifully in Huh. It is essential CPD for leaders in all phases. It will help provide the advocacy, support and challenge that all subject leaders are entitled to in order to develop their curriculum. Enveloped in their knowledge, expertise and tangible warmth, Myatt and Tomsett have gifted us with a blueprint for the subject experts engaged in the never-ending development of our curriculum – the beating heart of our schools. 

			Amy Bills, Deputy CEO – Education, 
The Diocese of Coventry Multi Academy Trust

@AmyBills_Edu

			Whilst curriculum is the cornerstone of schools, we have made several assumptions around the occurrence and quality of discourse that must take place in schools for this work to be both purposeful and sustained over time. Myatt and Tomsett move us further away from what can be alienation and intimidation of curricular theory and breathe life into school level curriculum development, sharing how such conversations might look for the busy teachers and leaders. This book is quite simply a breath of fresh air.

			Kat Howard, Head of Professional Learning, 
David Ross Education Trust’s Teaching School Hub

@SaysMiss

			In Huh, Mary Myatt and John Tomsett have provided an accessible and unique take on the never-ending process of curriculum development. The authentic conversations highlight the expertise and wisdom of subject leaders, whilst providing practical ideas and questions for a senior leader to make curriculum conversations primarily developmental. This book provides guidance on how to close the curriculum knowledge gap between subject leaders and their line managers. Huh is not a how-to guide, but a catalyst for creating the conditions for meaningful curriculum conversations within your own school. This is a book which I will return to time and time again – a must-read for all those involved in curriculum development.

			Javinia Harris, Assistant Principal, Bristol Brunel Academy
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