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TRANS WOMEN ARE WOMEN. KINDLY SHUT THIS BOOK IF YOU THINK THAT IS UP FOR DEBATE.




[image: A Complicated Woman. By Rebecca Lucy Taylor. Pubished by Brazen]



For anyone who is mad with me
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PROLOGUE: IN THE BEGINNING
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In the beginning you’re just a tiny little girl.

If you’re lucky, it hasn’t been too weird yet.

You’ve worked out that the best way to get positive attention is by singing along phonetically to the VHS of Calamity Jane your auntie bought you for your fourth birthday. She isn’t your real auntie, she’s your mum’s best friend. (Important. Useful for arguments about chosen family in thirty years’ time.)

You have no idea that you are any different to your brother or your dad or your cousin Liam.

The world is stretching out ahead of your broad feet and your little mouth is dribbly for all its possibilities.

The finite truths are absorbed and have begun to photosynthesise.

It’s all looking like you can have a really good go at this.



14 SEPTEMBER 2019

Rebecca Lucy Failure
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2 SEPTEMBER 2022

Remembering when I wrote ‘hello’ on the window of the bus – what a weird thing to write
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28 JULY 2024

Dear younger self

I’m writing to you now so nobody has to ask me again what advice I’d give you

[image: ]

23 OCTOBER 2020

My sisters

We are all sisters

I want to look after you all
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22 MARCH 2022

I’m so capable of such utter madness up here.

No amount of self-awareness prepares me for some of it.

Wow, okay hun yeah?

This?

We think this today?

Okay cool.

No it’s nothing just surprised.

No it’s fine!

Just like.

Oh wow!

Y’know!
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29 APRIL 2015

You’ll be pleased to know

It’s all gone completely fucking wrong
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6 FEBRUARY 2024

I wish I understood anything
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29 JANUARY 2023

Strip away my rights while you enjoy them for yourself
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9 DECEMBER 2017

If I’m honest, I’m struggling. But I won’t be honest, don’t worry.
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5 FEBRUARY 2024

I’m just being a big fat baby about it
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30 JANUARY 2023

Be a very nice girl and shut up and act like you were born lovely
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30 JANUARY 2023

I’m such a complicated woman
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30 MAY 2025

Coming out as uncomplicated on the next album




PART I




RUNNING BAREFOOT

The dust is kicked into your eyes by the people running ahead of you.

Trainers. You forgot to pick some up at the starting line. IDIOT!

You didn’t even realise you needed any, which is embarrassing.

You’ll be fine, you just need to wait for the dust to settle.

You’ll be fine, you just need to blink enough to clear your vision enough to be able to see your phone and ask it where the nearest trainer shop is.

Everything will be okay once you’ve coughed up the dust to clear your throat enough to be able to ask for the Wi-Fi to be able to use your phone to ask it where the nearest trainer shop is.

Then you’ll be fine.

Everything will be fine once you’ve got the trainers.
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