

[image: Strong Female Character by fern Brady. The cover is turquoise blue and designed to look like a battered paperback with scuffed edges. A cut-out in the centre of the cover reveals a photo of Fern against book text of her author biography.]



[image: image]
‘If you’ve ever been on a night out where you got blackout drunk and have laughed the next day as your friends tell you all the stupid stuff you said, that’s what being autistic feels like for me: one long blackout night of drinking, except there’s no socially sanctioned excuse for your gaffes and no one is laughing.’



Praise for Strong Female Character:

‘Fern’s book, like everything she does, is awesome. Incredibly funny, and so unapologetically frank that I feel genuinely sorry for her lawyers’
–Phil Wang

‘Of course it’s funny – it’s Fern Brady – but this book is also deeply moving and eye-opening’
–Adam Kay

‘It made me laugh out loud and broke my heart and made me weep...I hope absolutely everyone reads this, and it makes them kinder and more curious about the way we all live’
–Daisy Buchanan

‘Glorious. Frank but nuanced, a memoir that doesn’t sacrifice voice or self-awareness. And it has brilliant things to say about being autistic and being funny’
–Elle McNicoll

‘Fern Brady’s book is alive in your hands. Brave doesn’t cover it and I’m not sure what will. Fizzing with intelligence, it will hit you in the heart, lungs and liver. You’ll laugh, cry, be still and if you’re not autistic
– by god you’ll learn. If you are autistic you’ll be seen, heard, held, rocked and loved here. A set text for all of us in 2023’
–Deborah Frances-White

‘Fern is a brilliant, beautiful writer with a unique voice and even more unique story. Astute, honest and very, very funny’
–Lou Sanders

‘This book has the potential to truly change the way people think about people’
–Alex Horne

‘So funny and brilliant’
–Holly Smale



Dedicated to Conor
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This memoir is my truth but to protect the privacy of others I have changed names and other identifying details throughout. If you think you recognize someone in here, trust me, you don’t.
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‘What constitutes a problem is not the thing, or the environment where we find the thing, but the conjunction of the two; something unexpected in a usual place (our favourite aunt in our favourite poker parlour) or something usual in an unexpected place (our favourite poker in our favourite aunt).’

—Jeanette Winterson, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit
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‘An absolute riot. I'm literally going to read it again once
I’ve finished, and I’'m a miserable bastard...it’s a belter’
FRANKIE BOYLE
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