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DEDICATION

To all the brave and tenacious plant hunters in whose footsteps we have humbly and most enjoyably followed.
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How to use this ebook

Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.

Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.

You can double tap images and tables to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.


INTRODUCTION

Ornamental plants are the fundamental ‘raw material’ of nearly all expressions of garden art made in temperate and Mediterranean climate zones the world over. Today’s gardener is spoiled for choice, there being literally thousands of genera and tens of thousands of species, subspecies, forms, varieties, hybrids and cultivars from which to choose. We carefully plan planting schemes and buy our selected treasures at a nursery or garden centre, online or perhaps even grow from seed. What we likely do not do, however, is give a thought to the plants’ origins.

And yet all our garden ornamentals have one thing in common: at one time, they or their ancestors were collected from the wild and introduced into cultivation. It is the ‘as nature intended’ plants and their native habitats that star in this, the untold story of our garden plant archetypes. Global in scope and arranged geographically and pretty much chronologically Wild Edens explores and reveals especially florally rich regions and weaves together the engrossing story of place and ornamental flora, early botanical exploration and the plants’ garden legacies.

Additionally, each chapter offers our personal reflections, and it is precisely because we have ranged over the landscapes and sought out their plants – and photographed both – that we hope to add extra insight and magnitude to the story. Our aim is to present the plants in an entirely new light – growing in their natural form, in their native habitat and in their uncultivated plant associations; to offer a selection of plants that should be more widely cultivated than they are currently; and to recommend some of the finest locations where the plants may be seen in the wild.

Unless stated the botanical illustrations are plates published in Curtis’s Botanical Magazine (called simply The Botanical Magazine between 1787 and 1800) and the year of publication is given in the caption.
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Squeezing between granite boulders is the blue poppy, Meconopsis aculeata, the most westerly occurring species in its genus. Photographed below the Baralacha La Pass, in Himachal Pradesh, northwest India.
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