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For Adriana, my best friend and eternal love, and my four shining lights,
Gabi, Pascual, Lucas, and Nico.

MICHAEL SMITH

For the two Susans in my life.
A mother who taught me that altruism is exponential. And my daughter Susan who showed me bravery by working in public hospitals during COVID and who came out not only alive but smiling.

JONATHAN FRANKLIN
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THE CHARACTERS

Ane Smit

Captain of the Zaandam. A skilled navigator and soothing leader, Captain Smit brings a quarter century of experience on the bridge of cruise ships around the world.

Wiwit Widarto

A dedicated worker and manager of the ship’s laundry who has spent nearly thirty years away from his Indonesian family, laboring in the bowels of cruise ships to send money back home. Wiwit finds strength in his deep Christian faith.

Erin Montgomery

Sanitation officer aboard the Zaandam, Erin is among the first to identify and track a cluster of strange viral outbreaks on board the ship.

William Burke

Chief maritime officer for Carnival Corporation, Burke is a thirty-five-year veteran of the U.S. Navy. Now he’s in the battle of his career.

Lance Hutton

After decades working as an educator in Missouri’s public schools, Lance is ready for his lifelong dream—a visit with his wife to Machu Picchu, the lost Incan city hidden in the Andes.

Carl Zehner

A Vietnam vet and longtime white-water rafting adventurer from Nashville, Tennessee, Carl has enjoyed dozens of cruises. But this one is special: He’s here to celebrate his fortieth wedding anniversary with his husband, Leo.

Leo Lindsay

After working in hospitals for years, Leo knows all the tricks and skills of a nurse. He’s been on many cruises, but this one is the most special of all, to celebrate four decades with Carl.

Dr. Cindy Friedman

A scientist at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, Dr. Friedman’s specialty is epidemics.

George Covrig

This burly and gregarious Romanian manager of shops aboard the Zaandam’s sister ship, the Oosterdam, soon volunteers for one of the most challenging jobs of his career.

Claudia Osiani

A psychologist from Argentina who is determined to celebrate her birthday at sea.

Anne Weggeman

Stressed to the max on her first cruise job, the young Dutch woman plans to quit once the Zaandam reaches dry land.

Amanda Bogen

The ship’s bubbly twenty-seven-year-old entertainment host in charge of keeping her elderly guests busy with water-aerobics classes, trivia contests and other activities.
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