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		    Foreword

				

				It was in 2011 that an earlier book, Taking the MYP Forward, was published with the intention of stimulating discussion around the revision of the International Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years Programme which was beginning at that time, by feeding into the ensuing debate the views and ideas of the contributing authors through what was an independent, non-IB, publishing initiative. 

				Encouraged by the part that the 2011 volume played in contributing to MYP developments, it is hoped that this 2016 book may help teachers to implement the new version. The new MYP curriculum came into effect in September 2014 and will bring the MYP more closely into line with the IB Primary Years Programme and IB Diploma Programme, facilitating greater continuity across the IB continuum and easing the step up to the IB Diploma Programme from the middle years of schooling. We believe that this publication will not only be timely with regard to the current period of preparation for implementation of the new programme in 2017, but will also provide support for those involved in the change process through the contributions of experienced practitioners who have written from a range of relevant standpoints about different aspects of the MYP.

				The book opens with a chapter by Judith Fabian who, until recently, was the Chief Academic Officer of the IB Organization. She reminds us that the MYP now has over 20 years of history, and charts the progress of the programme since its adoption by the IB in 1994. Briefly tracing the history of the MYP, she refers to the impact that it has had in transforming middle years learning. Judith Fabian describes the current context in which the programme exists and highlights the changes that have been introduced by the IB in designing the new approach. She spells out clearly the challenges and opportunities faced by those responsible for the implementation of the programme in schools in the immediate future, and offers encouragement  for their efforts in enhancing what is already widely regarded as a programme of excellence for middle years schooling.

				What follows in Part A is a collection of chapters written by authors who have been involved in making direct contributions to the change process and who are experienced in presenting their views to others through workshops, meetings and their publications. Each has chosen to focus their contribution on one of the central features of the new curriculum framework; thus Conrad Hughes (Concept Driven Learning), Alexandra Holland (Global Contexts), Lance King (Approaches to Learning), Marjorie Lope (Interdisciplinary Teaching and Learning), Patricia Villegas (School-based assessment) and Gareth Hegarty (eAssessment) all draw on their experience in offering advice in support of those who are involved in the task of translating the objectives of the revised programme into successful practice.

				In Part B, chapters are contributed by a number of experienced practitioners who share their views on the changes that have been introduced, and identify a number of opportunities and challenges that the implementation of the new framework will bring within the institutional context. The topics chosen by our authors include holism in the current MYP (Hege Myhre), a concept-based approach to learning languages (Michael Huber), a case study of MYP in conjunction with IGCSE in Geography (Oyndrilla Mukherjee), and transition from the new MYP to the Diploma Programme (Anthony Hemmens). We asked contributors to focus on different aspects of the programme arising from their own perspectives, and to review those aspects through a critical lens – where critical is used in the sense of an informed critique – and to share strategies for effective implementation which are likely to facilitate the promotion of good practice, through adopting interesting or innovative approaches. 

				Part C focuses on leading the change, where Gillian Ashworth has used the framework of the MYP Unit Planner to highlight five concepts which present challenges arising in ideas explored earlier in the book, and relates them more widely to other relevant leadership literature in order to identify suggestions for effective implementation of the changes.

				We hope that readers across a wide range of institutional contexts and pedagogical practices will find the information, observations, issues and suggestions expressed by the authors in this volume to be of interest, support and encouragement in their personal endeavours to implement effectively the changes in the new MYP curriculum framework. We hope also that those who are not directly involved in the Middle Years Programme per se will encounter ideas that will stimulate their own work in engaging with an appropriate middle years curriculum that will serve the learning needs of students in developing the ability to deploy the knowledge, skills, dispositions and attitudes that their future lives, undoubtedly to be characterised by fundamental and rapid change, will demand.

				Many people have been involved in the production of this book. We wish to express our gratitude and appreciation to them all; to all the authors who have demonstrated professional knowledge and skill in sharing with us insights borne out of their impressive experience and in exercising enormous patience in responding so generously to editorial demands, and to our colleagues in John Catt Educational Limited for their continued guidance and encouragement throughout a process in which we, as editors, feel privileged to have played a part.

				

				Mary Hayden

				Jeff Thompson

				Judith Fabian

			

		

	
		
		  
		    List of contributors

				

				Gillian Ashworth has worked in various international schools as head of secondary, MYP and DP coordinator roles, and department head, in places as diverse as India, Azerbaijan, Africa, South America, Eastern Europe and China. She is a Lead Educator for professional development in the IB Asia-Pacific region, programme field representative for both MYP and DP workshops, consultant and school visits team leader for MYP, and team member for DP. She was one of the facilitators when the MYP ‘Next Chapter’ changes were introduced, and she took part in some of the MYP curriculum review work with eAssessments for Language and Literature. 

				

			Judith Fabian taught English and drama in secondary schools in London for 10 years, followed by 15 years as department head and principal in international schools in Jordan, Tanzania and Germany. She joined the International Baccalaureate (IB) in Cardiff in 2004 as Head of Programme Development, and in 2007 was appointed Chief Academic Officer leading the development of IB curriculum for students aged 3 to 19 years. Latterly based in The Hague, she left the IB in 2014 to return to her home in the UK to work as an educational consultant. She has presented to, and worked with, schools and educators all over the world.

				

			Mary Hayden is Head of the Department of Education at the University of Bath, where she is also leader of the Internationalisation and Globalisation of Education research group. Her personal research interests relate to international schools and international education, an area in which she has published widely in research journals and books, as well as supervising Masters and Doctoral students. She is Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Research in International Education, a Founding Trustee of the Alliance for International Education and a member of the advisory boards of a number of international education projects.

				

			Gareth Hegarty is leading the new IB MYP Assessment team in Cardiff as they develop the new assessment provision for the MYP, including the on-screen examinations. Previously Gareth led assessment in individuals and societies, the arts and the core of the Diploma Programme, and prior to that was the subject manager for chemistry. Gareth joined the IB after 10 years of teaching and leadership in schools in the UK, the Netherlands and Russia. 

				

			Anthony Hemmens unwittingly made education his life-long vocation at the age of five when he joined primary school. He graduated with a degree in philosophy from the University of Hull in the UK in 1993 and then began a grand tour that would last 22 years. He has lived and taught in Hungary, Portugal, Japan, Malaysia and the UK. He is presently stationed at the University of Bath where he is a member of a team undertaking research into CAS for the IB Diploma programme; he is also completing a Masters degree in education and has published in the field of international education.

				

			Alexandra Holland is currently the Curriculum Development Manager for the Aga Khan Academies. Based in Mombasa, she works with schools in Kenya, India and Mozambique to build IB continuum programmes that are relevant to students living in the developing world. Over the past 20 years she has also worked in schools in the UK, Hong Kong and South Africa, teaching history and humanities, and relearning her subject each time she has moved. 

				

			Michael Huber is a teacher of Music, German Language Acquisition and Language and Literature, at the International School of Zug and Luzern in Switzerland. Before joining ISZL in 2013, he taught at Munich International School in Germany and previously in the Czech Republic. In addition to his current teaching roles, Michael helps to coordinate the newly implemented Well-Being programme at ISZL. He is currently studying for a postgraduate degree in international education.

				

			Conrad Hughes is Campus and Secondary Principal at the International School of Geneva’s La Grande Boissière, where he also teaches Theory of Knowledge. He was educated in France, Swaziland and South Africa, holds a PhD in English literature from the University of the Witwatersrand and has worked in schools in France, the Netherlands and India. He has published articles on assessment, critical thinking, prejudice, learning and effective teaching in academic and educational journals as well as an English textbook for students pursuing the IB Diploma. He is currently studying for a professional doctorate in education with the University of Durham.

				

			Lance King is an internationally recognised author, teacher and workshop facilitator who has worked in 22 countries with both students and their teachers and parents. He is the creator of the Art of Learning programme taught in over 200 schools worldwide, and is a specialist in the direct teaching of ‘learning skills’. Within the IB, he was the principal designer of the Approaches to Learning (ATL) curriculum for both the MYP and DP. He is the co-author of two ATL Skills textbooks, and has delivered many workshops in IB schools on the topic. He lives in Raglan, New Zealand where he teaches and presents workshops for teachers, parents and students. 

				

			Marjorie Lope is the Global Head of the IB Educators Network. Before joining the IB in 2015, she served as Assistant Principal at Bethesda Chevy Chase High School, Maryland; prior to that she was the supervisor for the Division of Accelerated and Enrichment Instruction of Montgomery County Public Schools, Maryland, where she established a common vision for the IB in the district. Following her work in US public schools as a teacher and MYP Coordinator she was consulted on the latest revisions to the MYP. Her doctoral research was on the perceptions of international mindedness among teachers and students in the MYP. 

				

			Oyndrilla Mukherjee is Assistant MYP Coordinator and teacher of MYP and DP geography at the École Mondiale World School, Mumbai, India. Before joining Ecole Mondiale in 2006, she taught in The British School, New Delhi. She is an IBDP examiner and a member of the external curriculum review team for IBDP Geography. She has a keen interest in exploring international mindedness in the context of geography education and she is currently pursuing an MA in international education degree from the University of Bath.

				

			Hege Myhre is the Principal at Kongsberg International School, an IB World School offering PYP and MYP. She has taught students from Middle Years Programme to university level, and her specialized focus on student-led curriculum design has resulted in working projects with schools and industry in Canada, North America, Europe and Asia. Hege joined the IB network in 2004 and is acting as an IB consultant as well as an IB team leader for synchronized CIS/IB visits. In addition she is a sitting member of the consecutive committee for FRI (Forum for Private schools) in Norway.

				

			Jeff Thompson is Emeritus Professor of Education at the University of Bath with particular interests in the fields of international schools and international education. He has published many articles and books in this area, in which he also teaches and supervises Doctoral and Masters students. He has been involved with the IB since its earliest days in a number of roles, including Academic Director, Chair of the Examining Board and Head of Research. He is a member of a wide range of advisory boards for international education projects and holds governance positions for a number of schools.

				

				Patricia Villegas has been involved in education in South America for 30 years, having worked in Colombia, Virgin Islands and Buenos Aries in a variety of IB posts. She has been a senior moderator for the Personal Project, an MYP site visitor, workshop leader and Online Curriculum Centre faculty manager for MYP projects. She consulted on the revisions to the MYP and the development of the eAssessments, and participated in the pilot MYP interdisciplinary eAssessment as examiner in English and principal examiner in Spanish. She holds a Master of Arts in Education (Leadership and Management) from the University of Bath. 
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