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				Preface

			  Perspectives on Assessment and Evaluation in International Education

				

				Assessment and evaluation are two concepts at the core of schooling and other forms of education worldwide. As ever when discussing educational concepts in an international context, language and terminology can appear to conspire against shared understanding – a seeming conspiracy that can bedevil any educational organisation that operates globally. In the English language, for instance, the words assessment and evaluation are used in different ways with different meanings. In the Spanish language, meanwhile, just one word – evaluación – is used to cover both. But it would be optimistic to infer from the existence of subtleties of distinction between the two words in the English language that meaning is shared in the Anglophone world – sadly, that is not the case.

				Within the UK educational context from which we write, the word evaluation tends to be used with a broad meaning – when referring to evaluating, for instance, the effectiveness of a curriculum, or of a whole-school policy – while the word assessment is used to describe what could more properly be referred to as measurement of student (or learner) achievement, the outcomes of which might contribute information – in the form of data – to a broader evaluation. And in referring to assessment we would include not only testing and examinations (though one might sometimes wonder, given the importance increasingly attributed to these two forms of assessment both within national systems and globally, whether other forms of assessment exist). We would also include under this term a broad range of forms of judgement made about one who is learning by one who is responsible for supporting that learning, whether that be for formative or summative, norm-referenced or criterion-referenced, internal or external purposes – or indeed any other purpose that calls for judgement to be made about the achievement of a learner. 

				Much has been written about educational assessment and evaluation (with their different interpretations), and whole industries have grown up around what we would describe as assessment, as individual schools and whole education systems look for measures of performance that can be used (with varying levels of sometimes dubious validity) as indicators of, inter alia, levels of learning, quality of teaching, quality of curriculum, effectiveness of leadership/management, and competitiveness of national education systems. Whether described as assessment or evaluation, and in whichever context, the two concepts are underpinned by the notion of judgement being made about the quality or level of some aspect of education. Indeed assessment and evaluation data are increasingly widely used for accountability and quality assurance purposes at individual student, institutional, national and global levels.

				In this book we have not attempted to include consideration of all the issues that could possibly be covered in a title that addresses assessment and evaluation in education internationally. Nor have we set out to cover the myriad technical issues with which assessment and evaluation are inevitably concerned. To do so would have required a much heftier volume than we have set out to create here. Rather, we have invited a number of authors working within different contexts of international education (whether as teachers or leaders in international schools, administrators in international examination bodies, or researchers in international educational research organisations) to share ideas arising from their own experiences of what might be interpreted as assessment or evaluation, be that assessment of student achievement, evaluation of teacher effectiveness or evaluation of school quality. The international dimension presents a range of challenges to those with responsibility for implementing assessment and evaluation strategies in widely diverse linguistic, cultural, social and personal contexts, and we have been fortunate to have such valuable contributions shared with us by experienced authors in the field. It is their personal views on assessment and evaluation, derived from their professional practice in the international sphere, that we have sought to bring together here. 

				Contributions are organised in two parts. In Part A are included a number of chapters which relate most directly, though not necessarily uniquely, to the Assessment of Student Achievement. The topics addressed relate in different ways to the task of designing and implementing assessment regimes in relatively novel circumstances, and the authors together raise a range of issues and insights that will need to be addressed by those involved in future development of student assessment that is international in character and applied in a diversity of classrooms, schools and systems of education. In Part B our contributors critique a selection of evaluative approaches taken by those who have developed quality assurance procedures for professional practice and institutional effectiveness, and offer views from their experience of examples of such work.

				We are grateful to those who have agreed to share their ideas in this volume, and especially for their forbearance with the Editors during the course of production of this book, as we are to our colleagues at John Catt Educational for their support in making the publication possible. We are confident that the perceptions and insights shared here will make a valuable contribution to understanding of issues relating to assessment and evaluation in the international education context.

				Mary Hayden
Jeff Thompson
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