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Stop Press

Since my book was published, I have made three significant discoveries:

The Sign of the Cross (p. 80)
The Gaumont Sales catalogue had been preserved at the Cinématheque Française. A 16-page “Special Supplement” (the front is shown overleaf) describes the film in great detail. Of the film’s seven scenes, four were illustrated, and Gaumont comment, “The Sign of the Cross is a film the beauty of which has never been surpassed.”

The Copyright Photographs (pp. 72fff)
In the 1900s the position of copyright of film was not clear, and for some years film sellers sent images of films to the Stationers’ Hall to copyright them. These were rediscovered in the National Archives in Kew in the 1990s. Among them are 13 images of Haggar films sent in by Gaumont during 1904/5. Oddly, Gaumont did not name the films, but using surviving catalogues, I have identified the films as follows:
Already known films:
“A Message from the Sea” (raft scene), “Mirthful Mary in the Dock”, “The Sign of the Cross” (two scenes, additional to those in the catalogue), “Snowballing”, “Spaghetti Eating”, and possibly a (fake) newsreel of the Russo-Japanese War.
Films not previously known to be by William Haggar:
Four short comedies: “Auntie’s Cycling Leson”, “Cook’s Lovers”, “Jack’s Rival”, and “Married Bliss”; and the chase-thriller “Revenge!” (two scenes).

Revenge! (p. xii)
“Revenge!” was imported into the USA by the American Mutoscope & Biograph Co., which sent a paper print of the film, to copyright it, to the US Library of Congress, where it has been preserved. I have a copy on DVD. The film lasts seven minutes. In it, the hero (Will Haggar Junior) ends the film by strangling the villain with his bare hands!

Peter Yorke, October 2010

Overleaf
The front of the catalogue for “The Sign of the Cross”: Marcus (Will Haggar Junior) kneels before Mercia (Jenny Lindon) in the tableau at the end of scene 4.
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William Haggar, his children and grandchildren

[image: ]

Note: in 1924, William was said to have 11 children, 40 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren.
This should have been 11 children and 29 grandchildren (totalling 40), with June Richards, the 30th grandchild, born after his death.
The 3 great-grandchildren were Will Junior’s daughter Jennie’s children Moya, William Arthur and Betty.
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