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  Introduction


  Never in a million years would I have guessed that I would be shooting photos of girls in their underwear for a living! Out of all the different types of photography, I think I have chosen one of the most fun to shoot. It sure beats shooting weddings!


  People always ask me how I got started with boudoir and pinup girl photography. I think it is actually the number one question asked at our studio. I’ve been a huge fan of everything retro for many years. I always liked the old TV shows from the 1950s, the cars and culture from that time period just looked like a great deal of fun. I was getting a little bit bored with shooting commercial photography and was looking for something a bit more creative to have a little fun with. I was thumbing through a book of pinup girl paintings and thought, this would be fun! I decided to round up a few of my female friends and try my hand at shooting pinup girl photography. The photos were really bad. We had fun shooting them, but they were not that great. I didn’t know how to pose the girls, I wasn’t that great at lighting the female form… basically, it was a mess. Since it was a lot of fun to do, I decided I would figure it out. I shot more pinups and after a little bit of practice I was ready to post a few to my main photography blog. As I started to post the shots, something happened that I had not planned for. Strangers started emailing me to ask about booking a pinup shoot. Wow, I guess I need a game plan!


  After a few more shoots and a bunch of inquiries, I started a second photography studio, Boudoir Louisville. Now I had a name, but that was about it. My studio at the time was mainly a meeting area for new commercial clients with a small shooting studio attached. I started filling it with tons of retro and vintage props. In no time, I had out grown my studio. It looked more like an antique store than a photo studio. It was time to move. I also needed to hire someone to help me keep up with all of the new business my pinups had generated. I hired an assistant right off the bat. Her name is Britt. She takes care of bookings as well as our hair and makeup. During the shoot, she poses the girls and provides comedic relief. Boudoir Louisville was growing.


  Over a two-and-a-half year period, we have grown from our small 600-sq-ft studio to a 4500-sq-ft space in Louisville, Kentucky. We have also just snapped photos of our 500th girl!


  We received a bunch of emails from other photographers all over the world. They all wanted tips on starting their own pinup and boudoir business as well as how to shoot this stuff. Last year we decided to offer workshops at our studio for photographers who wanted to learn our tricks of the trade. We have had folks fly in from all over the country to learn pinup and boudoir from us. It’s always fun to check in on folks that have attended our workshops to see how they have grown their businesses. During the first year of shooting studio pinups, I developed a very straightforward lighting system that is 100% repeatable every time. Since you don’t have to worry about the technical aspect of the shoot, you can concentrate on your interaction with your client.


  As you read through this book, keep in mind that I’m a bit of a goof-ball! I like to have fun with what I do for a living. What we do is not rocket science, but it does make a huge difference in the lives of our clients. We often receive emails and letters from past clients thanking us for the experience. It’s always fun when the husband of past clients contacts us to thank us as well! Girls book photo shoots as a gift for their special someone, but leave feeling empowered. Clients get a huge ego boost when they shoot with us.


  There are many reasons that people book with us. We are close to a military base. One of the coolest things we do is shoot pinups that clients send overseas to their men fighting for our country. If you think back, this is the exact way that pinups became so popular. It feels great to keep this art form alive.


  If you have ever wanted to shoot pinup photography, you will love this book. We show you everything. We walk you through setting up your first on-location pinup shoot. How to find the perfect location, how to select your model, wardrobe, etc… After the game plan has been established, we get technical! We show you exactly how we lit the shot. We also talk about shopping for the perfect props as well as how to set up your very own pinup studio space.
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