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INTRODUCTION

‘Most people have a job and then they go home. In this existence, job and life go on together because you can’t really divide it up.’

Her Majesty, The Queen, Elizabeth II (1992)



The Queen is such a familiar part of our lives; we see her image every time we spend money or lick a stamp and we see photographs of her in our newspapers. But how much do we actually know about her?

This book will tell you all you need to know about the Queen’s life, her interests and her family. Packed with lesser known and interesting facts and insightful quotes from people who have met and worked with her. The book will also tell you about the Queen’s life, from where she was born, her childhood, her marriage and how a 10-year-old girl suddenly found herself next in line to the throne, and Queen at the age of just 25.

The role and powers of the monarchy have been eroded over time, and today it is sometimes difficult to understand their relevance in this modern age. This book will outline the powers the Queen has today and how she still fulfils two very important roles as Head of State and Head of the Nation.

The Queen could not carry out these duties without the help of the Royal Family and the royal household. In this book you will find profiles of members of the Royal Family. It will also take you inside the royal household and describe how this well-oiled machine organises the Queen’s official duties and will tell you who is responsible for the day-to-day running of ‘the Firm’.

Throughout the year the Queen attends a number of royal events that are full of colour, tradition, pomp and circumstance. This book details these events and where and when they take place. It is important for the Queen to look like a queen when attending these events, and although her style has changed over the years she still stands out in a crowd, whether dressed in a lovely gown with her crown or more informally with her trademark hats and handbag. This book will describe a few of the more outstanding outfits as well as detailing some of the stunning Crown jewels and the Queen’s private collection.

We’ll also look at what it means to be the Queen, from having your image on currency and stamps, to the films and television programmes made about her life, as well as describing the ‘real’ Queen and some of her hobbies.

From the day of Queen Elizabeth’s coronation over 60 years ago, her life has been dedicated to serving the country and her people. Despite the number of hands she has shaken and people whom she has spoken to during her reign, the oath she took on the day of her coronation is still as strong today:



‘I have in sincerity pledged myself to your service, as so many of you are pledged to mine. Throughout all my life and with all my heart I shall strive to be worthy of your trust.’
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