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INTRODUCTION

‘No, Sir, when a man is tired of London, he is tired of life;
for there is in London all that life can afford.’

Samuel Johnson

For many of us, London is sometimes an overwhelming city, with so much to see and do, and so many stories to tell, that you do not know where to start. This book will give you all of the necessary information you need about one of the most vibrant and interesting cities in the world. It is a city full of history, architecture, shopping, restaurants, museums, culture and ceremonies. And if that is not enough, there is the darker side of London – with executions, gangsters, murder and tales of ghosts. This city has nearly 2,000 years of history with a wealth of stories just waiting to be told.

If you are a resident of the city, this book will give insight into places that you may have just walked past without even knowing they were there. It will whet your appetite to start discovering a city that you thought you knew.

If you are planning a visit to London, this book will highlight the best places to explore and provide some background to the culture, fashion and the icons that make up this great city. It will help you feel like you really know the city before you start to explore it.

So, whether you are visiting for the first time or looking to find out more about the city you love, this book will provide all of the essential information you need to get to grips with the capital city and all of the fascinating facets which go into making it such an incredible place.
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