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INTRODUCTION

‘I declare after all there is no enjoyment like reading! How much sooner one tires of anything than of a book!’ Pride and Prejudice (1813)

‘It is a truth universally acknowledged …’ that Jane Austen is one of the most beloved novelists in the English language. Her novels have never been out of print since their publication in the 19th century and there have been innumerable adaptations of her novels in both film and television. That doesn’t make her novels any less intimidating to approach for the first time reader though, or even for the avowed fan to get to grips with the nitty gritty details.

This book is here to help. For those who have never entered the world of Miss Austen, this book will be a guide to help navigate through the ironic turn of phrase, the love triangles and the bonnets. For those self-confessed ‘Janeites’, there are fun facts about the novels as well as a different look at the love and romance found within the pages of the novels. This book will help you learn more about the lady herself, her life, and the world she lived in: all adding to your understanding of these great works of fiction.

By the end of this Pocket Bible you should be able to approach these novels as old friends, not intimidating classical tomes. You should be able to read these beloved classics and understand the intriguing storylines as well as the social commentary and the delightful literary art which Austen employs.
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