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Sarina has always dabbled in writing while working as a registered nurse, but it wasn’t until she badly broke her ankle on a trampoline that she had the time to write. With two dragon-obsessed children around and a passion for reading fantasy, the topic for her first series was easy to decide upon.
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ALBA GIL CELDRÁN (ILLUSTRATOR)

Alba is an award-winning illustrator and art teacher originally from Barcelona, Spain. Now she’s based in Auckland, Aotearoa New Zealand, where she teaches drawing and painting to both kids and adults. She’s passionate about children’s books, especially those filled with magic and adventure, and her favourite aspect of illustration is character design, where she brings the protagonists of these stories to life.
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To my own two hatchlings –

fly free and achieve your dreams! 
SC

To David, who always encourages  me to go on new adventures.

AGC
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[image: A map titled ‘Ataraxia’ features labelled locations including ‘Mountain High Cliff dragons live here', ‘Firefly Caves Firefly dragons live here', ‘The Drop Sea dragons live here', and ‘Dragonwood Forest Fern dragons live here', with a compass rose in the top right corner.]
[image: Large dragon with outstretched wings flies upward while smaller dragons soar around it.]
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A GUIDE TO

THE DRAGONS AND BEASTS OF ATARAXIA
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[image: Fern dragon stands with wings partly spread on a forest floor surrounded by tall twisted trees with vines and leaves.]




Fern Dragons
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Fern dragons are medium-sized dragons that live in forest canopies. They usually stay in large groups and nest in hollow dragonwood trees.

Fern dragons’ colours range from the muted browns of tree bark to the vibrant colours of forest canopy flowers. They use forest resources for food, medicine and construction, and build bridges spanning the bigger distances between the treetops for easy travel. They are born with forest knowledge and communicate through a form of telepathy known as mindspeak. Fern dragons are also great healers and nimble fliers.

They develop the ability to fly between three and six months old, and they spark fire once they are between six and twelve months.

[image: Firefly dragon stands on a rocky ledge with wings open and tail glowing, near the entrance of a dark cave surrounded by scattered rocks and plants.]




Firefly Dragons
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Firefly dragons have adapted to become nocturnal and mainly go out at night. These dragons live in caves, often at the mountain base. They stay in small family groups.

Fireflies are usually yellow, gold and orange coloured, with glowing scales and a bright tail-light at the tip of their wide-ended tail. Fireflies are smaller than Ferns, but they’re incredibly fast and nimble and have amazing night vision. They’re also masters of tunnel construction.

They develop the ability to fly between two and four months of age, and they can spark fire once  they are between three and six months.


[image: Cliff dragon stands on the edge of a high rocky cliff with wings partly spread, surrounded by mist and jagged mountain peaks in the background.]



Cliff Dragons

[image: ]

The largest of the dragon species, Cliff dragons live high on the mountain ranges of Ataraxia, alone in their individual domains. They refer to themselves as ‘the Dragons of Mountain High’, but Ferns and Fireflies just call them ‘the Cliffs’.

Cliff dragons have evolved to be larger, fiercer and physically stronger than other dragons. They are territorial and can be aggressive and unpredictable.

They develop the ability to fly between one week and one month of age, and they can usually spark fire between two to three days after hatching.

[image: Blade Wolf with spiked mane and bushy tail walks on a forest floor surrounded by tall trees and twisted vines.]



Blade Wolf
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The Blade Wolf is a massive beast, larger than even the biggest dragon. It is wolf-like in shape, and its body is covered with knife-sharp quills.

Once, this creature’s numbers were far greater, and they were smaller and milder tempered. But one Blade Wolf evolved into a megabeast and destroyed all the others. That one remaining beast is now a hunter of dragons.

[image: Three Groundlings with sharp claws, long tails, and pointed ears gather on a forest floor surrounded by rocks, plants, and scattered leaves. ]



Groundlings
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Prehistoric rat-like scavengers, Groundlings are slightly smaller than a Firefly hatchling. Despite their smaller size, they are fierce fighters with razor-sharp teeth and claws.

They hide in burrows all through the forest of Ataraxia and its outskirts. Groundlings travel in packs and are able to take down hatchling dragons. They also alert the Blade Wolf to grown dragons’ whereabouts so they can pick at the beast’s leftovers.

[image: Claw stands on the edge of a rocky cliff under the moonlit sky, bending over a large dragon egg resting on the ground.]



THE FATE OF DRAGONS
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