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‘My favourite book of the year.’

KATE HUMBLE, RADIO TIMES



‘This is a book for literary connoisseurs, fact-lovers and environmentalists. In short, it is a book about trees and people, for everyone.’

BBC COUNTRYFILE



‘Eclectic, brilliant and beautifully written, David George Haskell reboots our aromatic memory, reminding us of how our lives are intertwined with the wonder of trees. A treat not to be sneezed at.’

SIR PETER CRANE, FRS



‘Thirteen Ways to Smell a Tree is a transportive olfactory journey through the forest that sets the sense tingling. Every chapter summons a new aroma: leaf litter and woodsmoke, pine resin and tannin, quinine and bay leaf – life in all its glorious complexity. David George Haskell is a knowledgeable, witty and erudite companion, who takes us by the hand and leads us through the world, reminding us to breathe it all in. This book is a breath of fresh air.’

CAL FLYN, AUTHOR OF ISLANDS OF ABANDONMENT
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How to Use This Ebook

Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.

Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.

You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.


To teachers everywhere, both human and more-than-human.
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PREFACE

Tree aromas? What a curious topic. Yet, although we seldom think of them, trees and their smells pervade our everyday lives. Every aroma is an invitation to stories of interconnection between trees and people. The comforting, invigorating smell of a cup of tea reveals the character and origin of Camellia sinensis leaves. The delicious aromas of coffee and chocolate come from roasted, fermented tree seeds. The sharp, rich tang of nuts and olive oils brings trees to our dining tables. During the winter solstice holidays, cloves, figs, pomegranates, fir boughs and Christmas trees carry the scent of orchards and forests into our homes. Stepping outside, we inhale the aromas of trees, whether on city streets or in woodlands. And when it rains, we are bathed in tree smells – raindrops are seeded from clouds by aromatic molecules that trees send to the skies.

Slowing down to smell trees offers delight for our senses and a spur to curiosity. Why does the tree smell this way? What might I learn by following that aroma back to its ecological and cultural roots? Often, what we learn is a story of our bonds with others. No living being is alone. We live always in relationship with other species. Aromas are a reminder of the diversity of these life-giving connections.

Aroma is the most ignored and suppressed of the senses, yet it offers the swiftest and deepest links between the outside world and our memories and emotions, and enlivens all the other senses. Twitch your nose in readiness for a journey into a sensual relationship with our cousins, the trees. This is a multi-sensory experience, and so ready your ears, too. Violinist and composer Katherine Lehman has produced short musical pieces, each a reaction and accompaniment to the text, marvellous evocations of the diverse sensory presences and energies of trees and our relationships with them. You can hear them at soundcloud.com/katherinelehman/albums and in the audiobook edition.

David George Haskell
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