







‘A brilliant debut … This superb novel reveals how, no matter how good we are at what we do, our human weaknesses are often magnified in the hotbed of petty office politics where our fragile egos rarely thrive’ Literary Review

‘Anyone who has ever spent time in newspaperland will recognise The Imperfectionists’ high degree of authenticity’ Guardian

‘Loaded with charm and insight, the novel brings human tenderness to an inky business’ Daily Mail

‘The book links together 11 characters, each sharply drawn in a separate chapter. Read singly, each would be a good short story. Together they make an excellent novel … Readers will look forward to Mr Rachman’s next’ The Economist

‘A hilarious and poignant debut … An insider’s guide to the workings of a newspaper, The Imperfectionists is funny and prescient, but still full of hope’ Press Association

‘[An] acute debut … Rachman paints the characters’ small dramas and private disappointments with humanity and humor’ New Yorker

‘Engaging and intelligent … Rachman has created a series of vividly memorable characters. His writing is usually sharp, controlled and absorbing. It is a fine debut’ Boston Globe

‘[A] delightfully smart debut novel … driven by pluck, humor and heartbreak’ USA Today

‘Rachman displays an almost acrobatic facility with different voices … The Imperfectionists is a lovingly rendered tribute to an increasingly bygone era, and a page-turner for those still in thrall to turning them’ Onion

‘Filled with gorgeous writing, jolts of insight and narrative surprises that feel both unexpected and inevitable … Rachman not only knows his way around a newsroom, but it is also acquainted with storytelling masters such as Anton Chekhov and William Trevor … a near-flawless debut’
Globe and Mail (Canada)

‘The Imperfectionists joins that short list of fine novels about journalism, which includes Evelyn Waugh’s Scoop and Michael Frayn’s Towards the End of the Morning’ Sydney Morning Herald

‘Weaving a compelling narrative with 11 main characters could be tricky, but this talented debut novelist pulls it off … A clever critique of the newspaper industry, and a fascinating character study into damaged people’ Marie Claire (Australia)

‘Without doubt one of the best books I have read in a long time … The Imperfectionists is less “im” than perfection’ Weekend Press (New Zealand)

‘Likely to be on lots of must-read lists this year … It’s an assured debut and I’d be amazed if Rachman’s name doesn’t turn up on an awards shortlist somewhere’ Herald on Sunday (New Zealand)

Tom Rachman was born in London and raised in Vancouver. He is a graduate of the University of Toronto and the Columbia School of Journalism. He has been a foreign correspondent for the Associated Press (stationed in Rome, with assignments taking him to Japan, South Korea, Turkey and Egypt, among other places). From 2006 to 2008, he worked as an editor at the International Herald Tribune in Paris. The Imperfectionists is his first novel. It was chosen by Janet Maslin as one of the New York Times Top Ten Books of 2010. Tom now lives in London.


The Imperfectionists

Tom Rachman

[image: Quercus]


First published in Great Britain in 2010 by Quercus
This paperback edition published in 2011 by

Quercus
21 Bloomsbury Square
London
WC1A 2NS

Copyright © 2010 by Tom Rachman

The moral right of Tom Rachman to be identified as the author of this work has been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act, 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

    ISBN 978 1 84916 770 3

This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, businesses, organizations, places and events are either the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events or locales is entirely coincidental.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    You can find this and many other great books at:
www.quercusbooks.co.uk


For Clare and Jack




CONTENTS

‘BUSH SLUMPS TO NEW LOW IN POLLS’

PARIS CORRESPONDENT – LLOYD BURKO

‘WORLD’S OLDEST LIAR DIES AT 126’

OBITUARY WRITER – ARTHUR GOPAL

‘EUROPEANS ARE LAZY, STUDY SAYS’

BUSINESS REPORTER – HARDY BENJAMIN

‘GLOBAL WARMING GOOD FOR ICE CREAMS’

CORRECTIONS EDITOR – HERMAN COHEN

‘U.S. GENERAL OPTIMISTIC ON WAR’

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF – KATHLEEN SOLSON

‘THE SEX LIVES OF ISLAMIC EXTREMISTS’

CAIRO STRINGER – WINSTON CHEUNG

‘KOOKS WITH NUKES’

COPY EDITOR – RUBY ZAGA

‘76 DIE IN BAGHDAD BOMBINGS’

NEWS EDITOR – CRAIG MENZIES

‘COLD WAR OVER, HOT WAR BEGINS’

READER – ORNELLA DE MONTERECCHI

‘MARKETS CRASH OVER FEARS OF CHINA SLOWDOWN’

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER – ABBEY PINNOLA

‘GUNMAN KILLS 32 IN CAMPUS RAMPAGE’

PUBLISHER – OLIVER OTT

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

THE RISE AND FALL OF GREAT POWERS

ops/images/9781849167703.jpg
The International Bestseller

‘Funny, poignant... ‘Nothing short
breathtaking’  of spectacular’
Financial Times New York Times





ops/styles/page-template.xpgt
 

   

     
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
         
            
            
            
            
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





ops/images/pub.jpg
Quercus





