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        1840

      

      	
        Prince Albert; Treaty of Waitangi

      
    


    
      	
        1843

      

      	
        Joules First Law

      
    


    
      	
        1844

      

      	
        Rochdale Pioneers; first telegraph line in England

      
    


    
      	
        1846

      

      	
        Repeal of Corn Laws

      
    


    
      	
        1847

      

      	
        Marks and Engels The Communist Manifesto

      
    


    
      	
        1849

      

      	
        Punjab conquered

      
    


    
      	
        1850

      

      	
        Public libraries; Tennyson, Poet Laureate

      
    


    
      	
        1854

      

      	
        Crimean War; British Medical Association founded

      
    


    
      	
        1855

      

      	
        Daily Telegraph founded; Palmerston PM

      
    


    
      	
        1857

      

      	
        Sepoy Rebellion (Indian Mutiny); Trollopes Barchester Towers

      
    


    
      	
        1858

      

      	
        Canning, first Viceroy of India

      
    


    
      	
        1859

      

      	
        Darwins On the Origin of Species

      
    


    
      	
        1861

      

      	
        Prince Albert dies; American Civil War

      
    


    
      	
        1865

      

      	
        Abraham Lincoln assassinated

      
    


    
      	
        1867

      

      	
        Second Reform Act; first bicycle

      
    


    
      	
        1868

      

      	
        TUC

      
    


    
      	
        1869

      

      	
        Suez Canal opened; Cutty Sark launched

      
    


    
      	
        1870

      

      	
        Death of Dickens

      
    


    
      	
        1876

      

      	
        Victoria made Empress of India

      
    


    
      	
        1880

      

      	
        Gladstone PM

      
    


    
      	
        1881

      

      	
        First Boer War

      
    


    
      	
        1884

      

      	
        Third Reform Act

      
    


    
      	
        1885

      

      	
        Gordon dies at Khartoum

      
    


    
      	
        1887

      

      	
        Queen Victorias Golden Jubilee

      
    


    
      	
        1891

      

      	
        Elementary school fees abolished

      
    


    
      	
        1895

      

      	
        Salisbury PM

      
    


    
      	
        1896

      

      	
        Daily Mail founded

      
    


    
      	
        1898

      

      	
        Omdurman

      
    


    
      	
        1899

      

      	
        Second Boer War

      
    


    
      	
        1900

      

      	
        Elgars Dream of Gerontius

      
    


    
      	
        1901

      

      	
        Edward VII

      
    


    
      	
        1903

      

      	
        Suffragettes

      
    


    
      	
        1904

      

      	
        Entente Cordiale

      
    


    
      	
        1908

      

      	
        Borstal opened

      
    


    
      	
        1909

      

      	
        Old Age Pensions

      
    


    
      	
        1910

      

      	
        George V

      
    


    
      	
        1914

      

      	
        Irish Home Rule; First World War

      
    


    
      	
        1916

      

      	
        Lloyd George PM

      
    


    
      	
        1918

      

      	
        RAF formed from Royal Flying Corps; Marie Stopes

      
    


    
      	
        1919

      

      	
        John Maynard Keynes Economic Consequences of the Peace

      
    


    
      	
        1920

      

      	
        Black and Tans; Anglican Church in Wales disestablished

      
    


    
      	
        1921

      

      	
        Irish Free State

      
    


    
      	
        1922

      

      	
        Bonar Law PM

      
    


    
      	
        1923

      

      	
        Baldwin PM

      
    


    
      	
        1924

      

      	
        First Labour Government (MacDonald PM); Baldwin PM; Lenin dies

      
    


    
      	
        1925

      

      	
        Britain joins Gold standard

      
    


    
      	
        1926

      

      	
        General Strike

      
    


    
      	
        1928

      

      	
        Women over twenty-one given vote

      
    


    
      	
        1929

      

      	
        The Depression; MacDonald PM

      
    


    
      	
        1931

      

      	
        National Government; Statute of Westminster

      
    


    
      	
        1932

      

      	
        British Union of Fascists

      
    


    
      	
        1933

      

      	
        Hitler

      
    


    
      	
        1935

      

      	
        Baldwin PM

      
    


    
      	
        1936

      

      	
        Edward VIII; George VI; Spanish Civil War

      
    


    
      	
        1937

      

      	
        Chamberlain PM

      
    


    
      	
        1938

      

      	
        Austria annexed by Germany; Air Raid Precautions (ARP)

      
    


    
      	
        1939

      

      	
        Second World War

      
    


    
      	
        1940

      

      	
        Battle of Britain; Dunkirk; Churchill PM

      
    


    
      	
        1942

      

      	
        Beveridge Report; fall of Singapore and Rangoon

      
    


    
      	
        1944

      

      	
        Butler Education Act; Normandy allied landings

      
    


    
      	
        1945

      

      	
        Attlee PM; Germany and Japan surrender

      
    


    
      	
        1946

      

      	
        UN founded; National Insurance Act; National Health Service

      
    


    
      	
        1947

      

      	
        India Independence; Pakistan formed

      
    


    
      	
        1948

      

      	
        Railways nationalized; Berlin Airlift; Ceylon (Sri Lanka) independence

      
    


    
      	
        1949

      

      	
        NATO; Irish Independence; Korean War

      
    


    
      	
        1951

      

      	
        Churchill PM

      
    


    
      	
        1952

      

      	
        Elizabeth II

      
    


    
      	
        1955

      

      	
        Eden PM; Cyprus Emergency

      
    


    
      	
        1956

      

      	
        Suez Crisis

      
    


    
      	
        1957

      

      	
        Macmillan PM

      
    


    
      	
        1958

      

      	
        Life Peerages; EEC

      
    


    
      	
        1959

      

      	
        Vietnam War; Fidel Castro

      
    


    
      	
        1960

      

      	
        Macmillans Wind of Change speech

      
    


    
      	
        1963

      

      	
        Douglas-Home PM; De Gaulle veto on UK EEC membership; Kennedy assassination

      
    


    
      	
        1964

      

      	
        Wilson PM

      
    


    
      	
        1965

      

      	
        Southern Rhodesia UDI

      
    


    
      	
        1967

      

      	
        Pound devalued

      
    


    
      	
        1969

      

      	
        Open University; Northern Ireland Troubles; Robin Knox-Johnston first solo, non-stop sailing circumnavigation

      
    


    
      	
        1970

      

      	
        Heath PM

      
    


    
      	
        1971

      

      	
        Decimal currency in UK

      
    


    
      	
        1972

      

      	
        Bloody Sunday, Northern Ireland

      
    


    
      	
        1973

      

      	
        Britain in EEC; VAT

      
    


    
      	
        1974

      

      	
        Wilson PM

      
    


    
      	
        1976

      

      	
        Callaghan PM; first Concorde passenger flight

      
    


    
      	
        1979

      

      	
        Thatcher PM; Rhodesian Settlement

      
    


    
      	
        1982

      

      	
        Falklands War

      
    


    
      	
        1985

      

      	
        Mikhail Gorbachev; Global warming  British report hole in ozone layer

      
    


    
      	
        1986

      

      	
        Chernobyl; ReaganGorbachev Zero missile summit

      
    


    
      	
        1987

      

      	
        Wall Street Crash

      
    


    
      	
        1988

      

      	
        Lockerbie

      
    


    
      	
        1989

      

      	
        Berlin Wall down

      
    


    
      	
        1990

      

      	
        John Major PM; Iraq invades Kuwait

      
    


    
      	
        1991

      

      	
        Gulf War; Helen Sharman first Briton in space; Tim Berners-Lee first website; collapse of Soviet Communism

      
    


    
      	
        1992

      

      	
        Maastricht Treaty

      
    


    
      	
        1994

      

      	
        Church of England Ordination of Women; Channel Tunnel opens

      
    


    
      	
        1995

      

      	
        British forces to Sarajevo

      
    


    
      	
        1996

      

      	
        Dolly the Sheep clone

      
    


    
      	
        1997

      

      	
        Blair PM; Diana Princess of Wales dies; Hong Kong returns to China

      
    


    
      	
        1998

      

      	
        Rolls-Royce sold to BMW; Good Friday Agreement

      
    


    
      	
        1999

      

      	
        Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly elections

      
    


    
      	
        2001

      

      	
        Terrorist attacks on New York

      
    


    
      	
        2002

      

      	
        Elizabeth the Queen Mother dies

      
    


    
      	
        2003

      

      	
        Second Gulf War

      
    


    
      	
        2004

      

      	
        Asian Tsunami

      
    


    
      	
        2005

      

      	
        Freedom of Information Act; Prince of Wales and Camilla Parker-Bowles wed; terrorist attacks on London

      
    


    
      	
        2006

      

      	
        Queens eightieth birthday

      
    


    
      	
        2007

      

      	
        Ministry of Justice created; Brown PM

      
    


    
      	
        2008

      

      	
        Northern Rock collapse

      
    


    
      	
        2009

      

      	
        Market crash; banks partly nationalized; MPs expenses scandal

      
    


    
      	
        2010

      

      	
        Cameron PM. First post-Second World War British Coalition Government
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