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            Preface

         
 
         AS OF NOW, MANY PEOPLE across the world would not allow an unaccompanied child to enter a Roman Catholic Church.
         
 
         
             

         
 
         Those words initially appeared near the end of the chapter entitled ‘Beyond Belief’ contained in my previous book, The Power  and  the  Glory.  It is a chapter that, above all others in the book, continues to grab the attention of readers in numerous countries. The letters and emails are, without exception, very positive and invariably contain moving and powerful accounts of personal experiences. They also repeatedly ask me to return to this subject. Those requests and subsequent events resulted in the book that you are now holding. Part 1 is a verbatim reproduction. Part 2 continues the story up to the late summer of 2010. The investigation covers many aspects of the issue: the history, the lies and the secret system of cover-up that reached the highest levels and implicated, among others, the late Pope John Paul II and his successor, Benedict XVI. The financial cost to the United States Church alone since the conspiracy began to unravel in 1983 is $6 billion, and rising. The cost in Ireland is in excess of $2 billion. It will cost the rest of the world at least another $2 billion.
         
 
         The spiritual cost, however, is far greater. Sexual abuse of any kind by a priest is an act that, not just physically, but spiritually is nothing less than the rape of a victim.
         
 
         In two countries at least – there may be more – the unaccompanied child is safer than he or she has been for many decades. Those countries are England and Wales. The Nolan Report on child protection in the Catholic Church in England and Wales was a major breakthrough, published in April 2001 with more than fifty recommendations to protect the potential victims. The most important proposal of the report, one that was rapidly introduced, called for ‘the creation of a national child protection unit within the Church to root out child abusers by vetting clergy, its lay staff and volunteers before they take up new posts’. Lord Nolan and his committee in their summary observed a self-evident truth: ‘The fact is that should every parish throughout England and Wales follow our recommendations the problem of child abuse would not, therefore, be eradicated.’ Certainly this is true, but it was a very significant step towards that aspiration.
         
 
         Another recommendation also swiftly implemented was the need for a annual public report. The historical cover-up and suppression of the truth of clerical abuse is a thing of the past in England and Wales. One day perhaps that will be the reality in every country, and not just for the Catholic faith.
         
 
         The figures for 2007, 2008 and 2009, however, confirm that we are far from an abuse-free society. For 2007 a total of forty-six allegations were received that related to forty-four alleged abusers. These cases involved fifty-three alleged victims. Twenty-eight of these allegations related to clergy, a further four related to religious, with a further fourteen spread over a variety of categories: female religious, volunteers, employees and parishioners.
         
 
         For 2008, there were a total of fifty allegations that related to fifty-one alleged abusers, thirty of these were priests, with unspecified numbers of religious, volunteers, employees and parishioners making up the remainder. Unlike in the vast majority of countries, the Catholic organisations in England and Wales quite rightly included alleged abuse cases allegedly perpetrated by people other than priests and members of the religious orders, thereby underlining the fact that sexual abusers are not drawn from just one section of society.
         
 
         In 2009 there were forty-one allegations of abuse relating to forty-three alleged abusers and fifty-two victims. Eighteen of the fifty-two victims were alleged to have been abused in the current year. Twenty of these allegations concerned incidents which are said to have taken place in the 1970s and before. Of the forty-three alleged abusers, twenty-six are clergy or reglious, seven volunteers, seven parishioners and three employees.
         
 
         The various safeguards now in place in England and Wales have significantly reduced the risk of clerical sexual abuse of children but, as the figures above demonstrate, there is still a significant distance to go before the ultimate goal is reached. In a great many other countries, as discussed in this book, the situation is grim.
         
 
         What follows will in parts not make for easy reading. Neither did it make for easy research and writing.
         
 
         
             

         
 
         David Yallop,
 
         London.
 
         August 2010.
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