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Foreword by Dr Jack Deere

Can the fallen be restored? We know they can because the apostle Paul wrote, ‘Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted’ (Gal. 6:1). And this is good news, because as R.T. suggests, who among us hasn’t fallen to one degree or another? Yet restoration seems to be one of the ministries that the church does not do very well. For example, people overtaken by an addiction – it may be a sexual addiction or a chemical addiction – usually end up going outside the church for help. There are, of course, Christian recovery groups within the church. But when they offer an annual conference, maybe 200 people show up. When Alcoholics Anonymous host their annual conference, more than 70,000 people show up. Who would have ever thought the church, with all its emphasis on the grace and power of God, would be so inept at leading alcoholics to restoration? Who would have ever thought that a group of recovering alcoholics referring to God as ‘your higher power’ would do so much better at getting and keeping people sober?

After my church member attended her first AA meeting, she said to me, ‘I wish the church could be more like that.’

‘What do you mean?’ I asked.

‘Well, everyone was so real, and there was no judgement.’

This is what every church member says after their first AA meeting. I’ve heard it many times now. And these words take us right back to Paul’s words in Galatians 6:1. He said that the ‘spiritual’ should do the restoring. But who are the spiritual? At a minimum, the spiritual ones are those who can restore the fallen gently. We can’t restore the fallen gently if we are judging them at the same time. Jesus told us that would be like trying to take a speck out of someone’s eye while we have a plank in our own eye (Matt. 7:1–5). To judge someone in this sense means that we feel superior to them, and when we feel superior to someone, we never fail to communicate that feeling. Who of us enjoys being around people who feel superior to us? Perhaps we have so little restoration in the church because we have so much judgement in the church.

‘Everyone was so real,’ she said. I am haunted by those words these days. In the church the alternative to being real is being religious. Christ rescued me from an early and reckless death at 17. My early Christian experience was real because my mentors were spiritual men. They were leaders in the youth parachurch movement called Young Life. I could talk to them about anything without fear of losing their respect or affection. I knew I would get the help I needed. And a young man being inundated with ever increasing waves of testosterone needs a lot of help.

I finished college and got a new set of mentors, seminary professors. In my first few months at seminary, I had lunch with one of my professors. I was telling him about a sexual struggle I had had with my college girlfriend. I saw the pained look on his face as he changed the conversation to a benign subject. I thought, Note to self, Jack, this is not an acceptable topic around here. So I started working on my image. One of the things I learned in seminary and my subsequent church experience was that I needed to appear better than I was. I wish someone had told me that image management requires us to spend so much time both rehearsing and being on stage that there is very little time left over for real living. Religious people are actors and judges. They are not restorers.

People raised in a religious environment don’t usually make very good candidates for restoration when they fall. They have been taught for so long to go underground with their sin that the light hurts their eyes too much. They don’t realise how quickly the pain would pass if they would just walk out into the light all at once. But their devotion to the image of a holy person who has never existed holds them back. They have trusted that image to protect them rather than trusting the only true Protector. And they have seen what the judges did to others who fell.

What do you say to a person like this? How do you know if they have repented? How do you know if you have repented? What are some of the most common traps that cause people to fall? What is lost when we fall? R.T. Kendall addresses these questions and many more. He writes with the clarity and simplicity of one who understands both the Scriptures and history. This is the best book I’ve read on restoration. We need this book because we need to get better at restoration.

R.T. points out that even the righteous fall. Look at King David. But when the righteous fall, they rise again (Prov. 24:16). The story of the prodigal son teaches us that our rising is more pleasing to our Father than our fall is displeasing. Perhaps if the church really believed this we’d see a lot less falling and a lot more restoring.

Dr Jack Deere




Foreword by Dr Michael Eaton

Considered at any level, this is one of R.T.’s greatest books. It might turn out to be the most important. For the backslider it will bring great encouragement. For every Christian it will inspire each of us to strive for high levels of love and purity. It gives much needed help and advice concerning our sexuality, our handling of money and power, our need to stay confident and careful at the same time. For myself I know of no book that is so deeply challenging in its call to the life of wholesomeness and holiness, yet it is without the ‘heaviness’ and even oppressiveness that we associate with such themes.

But in addition to its inspirational practicality, R.T. Kendall’s work on the restoration of morally fallen Christians is an important work for other reasons, more so than one might perhaps think at first glance. The fourth century in the church was famous for establishing the deity of Christ; Athanasius was the great name. The early fifth century was notable for clarifying the grace of God. We think in this connection of Augustine of Hippo and his work. Anselm in the tenth century made some improvements in the doctrine of the atonement. Luther brought to light justification by faith as never before. William Carey and Hudson Taylor were major thinkers behind the missionary movement. But the question we might want to ask is: when the history of the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries are written (assuming the world survives long enough), what progress of doctrine will we associate with the period we are currently living in? Some of the answers to this question are already becoming clear. It has been a time when the experiential workings of the Spirit have been discussed more than ever. Calvin was clear and strong on the secret workings of the Spirit; the Pentecostal and charismatic movements have driven us to consider the more experiential work of the Spirit, to which Calvin gave little thought. Massive church growth has taken place in areas of the church where evangelicals have accepted these doctrinal developments.

But there is another answer to our question. The period we are living in will surely become known as the time when the relationship and clear distinctiveness of justification over against ‘inheritance’ and ‘reward’ is being clarified as never before. Suppose reward and justification are distinct, and suppose the great warnings of the Bible (notably the series in Hebrews 2:1–4: 3:7–4:13; 6:3–12; 10:26–39; 12:15–17, 25) are about reward and not about our unshakable ‘eternal redemption’ mentioned in Hebrews 9:12 or our being ‘perfected for all time’ as we have it in Hebrews 10:14. Suppose Hebrews 10 refers to reward when it says ‘If we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment . . .’ (10:26, 27). Suppose Hebrews 10:35 is simply continuing the theme when it says ‘Do not throw away your confident faith; it has a great reward’ (Hebrews 10:35). Then the way has been opened for a great and powerful doctrine of eternal security plus an immensely significant and forceful doctrine of loss and reward for the saved at the judgement seat of Christ.

This is the major forward step in theological thinking in the late twentieth century, done not so much by professors in universities or seminaries as by preachers leading churches who seek to motivate and inspire their people. There were many forerunners to this style of thinking and a scholar studying at doctoral level could a long time ago insist that ‘Luther’s unambiguous rejection of the doctrine of merit must not deceive us into thinking that the Reformer does not hold fast to the biblical sayings about reward’ (Johann Heinz, Justification and Merit, Andrews University Press, 1984, pp. 217–218). According to Luther, merit-morality (der schendliche Tück) seeks its own honour, but the biblical reward-teaching is different! It is full of grace. It allows for no pride. It makes us long to stretch forward to high levels of humble achievement in the kingdom of God. The modern forward-step – increasingly being realised – of distinguishing justification and inheritance – is only a small development of what has been Protestant teaching all along.

The next question to be considered is: how should this be preached? What is the practical outworking of this for the life of the churches? How should we preach reward and the fear (amidst exuberant assurance of salvation) of displeasing God? How can we preach judgement day without saying to our people ‘You are maybe not “saved” after all’? It is at this point that R.T.’s work is outstanding. There is a biblical doctrine of assurance. It is staggering in its power. It will lift us up to heaven. But there is also a fearful warning to any who wish to persist in extreme rebelliousness. It combines amazing encouragements for the scandalous backslider but fearful warnings of disgrace if rebellion continues. It is at this point we have R.T.’s major contribution to the churches. Here we have a style of thinking and preaching that motivates us with ecstatic joy – and yet puts some sobriety in us at the same time. Here is ‘the fear of the Lord’ without the endless doubts and trouble of conscience that beset any who ‘go about to establish their own righteousness’. Here is theology on fire, theology at its best, theology that rescues the fallen. We might need it sooner than we think.

Dr Michael Eaton

Nairobi, Kenya




Introduction

When Oliver Cromwell (1599–1658), often known as the ‘Lord Protector’ of England, viewed the portrait for which he had posed, he was offended. His face was seen with a perfect complexion, much like a modern photograph. ‘Where are the warts?’ he asked. The reply was that the artist had removed them. Cromwell demanded that the portrait be repainted and presented to history ‘warts and all’.

That is the way the Bible presents its heroes. The history of the Christian Church is full of stories of people who have been truly converted, but have grievously fallen. The same is true of the Old Testament. Unlike most modern biographies, the authors of Scripture present its heroes with ‘warts and all’.

This book will have a good deal to say about the Judgement Seat of Christ. In a word, all Christians will face judgement – standing before the Lord Jesus Christ, ‘that each one may receive what is due to him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad’ (2 Cor. 5:10). I will unpack this neglected teaching later on.

I remember having a long discussion with Arthur Blessitt in London when I was the Minister of Westminster Chapel. The issue was this: will all that is knowable about us be revealed to everybody at the Judgement Seat of Christ? Arthur believes that everything – even our sins – will be revealed. ‘But what about the sins that have been washed away by the blood of Christ?’ I probed. Arthur replied that even King David’s sins were revealed – along with others in the Bible, all of whom were clearly saved people. Arthur then asked, ‘Why would everything be revealed that David did, but we get away with the things we have done?’ Arthur reckoned that, as the Bible told the truth about Moses, Abraham, Jacob, David, Jonah and others – hiding nothing – so too will all be revealed about us.

I hope Arthur is wrong. I, for one, would not want you to find out all that is knowable about me at the Judgement Seat of Christ. Furthermore, I could easily make a good case against this unusual and sobering point of view. But Arthur believes that it will be the revelation of everything that all of us have done that will bring weeping at the Judgement Seat of Christ. ‘Why would there be tears at the Judgement if we are going to heaven?’, Arthur asked. He added, ‘God will say, “This is what you did but you are forgiven”, and this is when God will wipe away all our tears’ (Rev. 21:4).

Why is it that some Christians are exposed and judged in the here and now but others are not, although the latter have done things that are equally scandalous and heinous in God’s eyes? For those of us who have not been caught (but who have made the angels blush nevertheless), is it because we are more godly, more worthy, more valuable or more special than those who were found out? If God judged the only person described in Scripture as the man after his own heart (1 Sam. 13:14; Acts 13:22), why do you think he would not judge you and me?

Tell me, have you not thought about this issue before?

When Paul said, ‘Knowing the terror of the Lord, we persuade men’ (AV), it followed his statement: ‘For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due to him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad’ (2 Cor. 5:10–11). This is clearly a reference to Christians, and is enough to scare us to death.

Martin Luther (1483–1546) said he expected three surprises when he got to heaven: (1) there will be those there he did not think would be there; (2) there would be those missing he was sure would be there; and (3) that he were there himself!

If I could borrow from Luther’s observation, I too expect three surprises at the Judgement Seat of Christ: (1) there will be those who receive a reward that I did not think would get it; (2) there will be those who are passed over for a reward that I thought surely would receive it; and (3) that I myself would receive a reward.

I have already written a book called the Judgment Seat of Christ (Christian Focus Publications, originally published as When God Says ‘Well Done’), so I will not repeat all that is found there. But this book will none the less focus on certain principles in the New Testament about preparation for the Final Judgement, especially looking at Paul’s views in 1 Corinthians 3. But why should I bring in the Judgement Seat of Christ at all? It is because the lack of appropriate preparation for the Final Judgement can result in God stepping in now – and judging those who did not take this preparation seriously.

I hold that there are two phases of the Judgement Seat of Christ: (1) when God separates the saved from the lost – the saved go to heaven and the lost go to hell; (2) when God calls every single Christian who ever lived to give an account of the things done in the body, whether ‘good or bad’ – some receiving a reward, others being saved by ‘fire’ with no reward, as we will see below.

In summary, God will judge all of us on the ‘final day’ at the Judgement, but for some reason he chooses to judge only some of us on this present pilgrimage on our way to that Day.

It is hard to imagine anybody who can anticipate the Judgement Seat of Christ with glee and excitement. It surely will be a thousand times worse than waiting for the outcome of a verdict or an examination here on earth.

But because John talked about having boldness or ‘confidence on the day of judgment’ (1 John 4:17) and being ‘unashamed before him at his coming’ (1 John 2:28), I now breathe a sigh of great relief. I infer from these verses that, since my sins have been purified by the blood of Christ, truly buried in the depths of the sea (Micah 7:19), not remembered (Heb. 8:12), and separated from us ‘as far as the east is from the west’ (Ps. 103:12), you will not find out on that Day all that could be known of me.

And yet this matter of standing before God Almighty at the Judgement Seat to give an account of the things done in the body – ‘whether good or bad’ – is still enough to send shivers down the spine of every soul. I simply do not want you to know what I know about me. I am counting on the blood of Jesus shielding you from the knowledge of what my sins were – not to mention God screening my family, my friends and those to whom I have ministered over the last fifty years – and from knowing the total truth of all that God graciously forgave me of.

As to why some people are judged in the here and now and others are not, I conclude two things: first, the answer resides partly in these words: ‘I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy’ (Exod. 33:19). It therefore lies in the mystery of God’s inscrutable sovereignty. You and I should never forget this. Don’t fancy yourself as being clever – or very important to God – if you don’t get caught. That is foolish thinking. But, second, know also that nothing happens without a reason. God has a purpose in everything he does, doesn’t do, or permits. If God rolls up his sleeves and openly judges one of his children in the present era, there is a good reason for it. After all, to those who love God, being called according to his purpose, there is a wonderful, wonderful promise: all things work together for good (Rom. 8:28).

There are perhaps three categories of people reading this book: (1) you have never grievously fallen, but fully realise your capabilities and know God to be merciful to you by dealing with you secretly by the internal chastening of the Holy Spirit, and therefore you have not (so far) given in to temptation; (2) you have indeed, sadly, succumbed to temptation – whether it be with regard to bitterness, self-vindication, damaging another’s reputation, worldly things, money, sex or power – but you have not been openly exposed (up to now); and (3) you gave in to one or more of these temptations but also got caught – and have been openly judged by the Lord so that your reputation has been hurt and your ministry, career or position in the Church has been, at least for a while, put in abeyance.

It is impossible to say which one of these three categories of people needs this book most, but I am mainly addressing category (3): Christians, including those in the ministry, who have fallen and were found out.

If you are reading this and have been exposed, and have lost either your ministry or your reputation, how do you feel? Are you bitter that you got caught? Do you feel it was unfair that someone ‘blew the whistle’ on you? Do you feel that God has been unfair? Do you feel that the people who accused you also have skeletons in their wardrobes, and that it is grossly unfair that they are the ones who have pointed the finger? Or are you angry that there are others who have done the same thing as you – or even worse things – but have continued in their jobs or ministry without any fear?

So, I would lovingly ask you, how do you feel that you have been openly judged?

I am reminded of a story that my friend Rob Parsons shared with me. One Sunday morning, during one of the darkest hours of his life, the well-known British preacher David Pawson unexpectedly knocked on Rob’s door. David began speaking to Rob about how painful he found it to be aware that Rob was the subject of rumours. But God spoke to David Pawson and said, ‘I know the whole truth, and the truth is worse than what they know; and I still love you.’ Then David Pawson gave Rob these words: ‘This too will pass, and the truth is worse than what they know.’ The comforting thought that this too will pass means that the immediate crisis will not last for ever; God knows how much we can bear, and he has a way of enabling us to move on and then watch him cause everything to work together for good (Rom. 8:28).

I say to every reader, whoever you are, in whatever category you may be: the present situation will pass. And the truth is even less palatable than what people already know. But that things are not even worse than they are is owing to the sheer grace and mercy of God.

I do know of one church leader who was recently exposed who said that he was glad – that he thanked God for it. The exposure led to his repentance, so you could argue that it is God himself showing sovereign mercy in exposing us, however painful that will be.

However, this book is certainly not just for those in ministry. If you are what might be called a ‘layperson’ – a Christian in business, or have a secular job in a worldly environment – this book is just as much for you. The only difference is that the situation of a layperson being exposed (unless he or she happens to have a very high profile in the church or community) tends to receive less attention than a scandal involving a minister within the Church.

So, if you feel I have described you in any way in these previous paragraphs, I plead with you to walk with me through this book. I say this because you, like all of us, have to stand before God at the Judgement Seat of Christ to receive a reward for things done in the body, whether ‘good or bad’.

We have all sinned to some degree on a scale from 1 (minor – as in thoughts or words) to 10 (major – as in thoughts, words and scandalous deeds). Some argue that ‘sin is sin’ and that in the sight of God it doesn’t matter how serious the sin is. This is not true. Some sins are worse than others. This is revealed by the various punishments for sin meted out by the Mosaic Law (see especially Leviticus and Deuteronomy), not to mention that Jesus himself talked about the ‘greater sin’ (John 19:11) and stated that the punishment for some will be more severe than for others (Luke 12:47–48). Some sins therefore bring greater dishonour to the name of our Most Holy God and are judged accordingly.

My first ever published book was on Jonah and I had chosen the book of Jonah for my first series of sermons at Westminster Chapel in 1977. People asked me why. I had one answer: ‘I am Jonah; I know what it is to be found out.’ It was why I felt I could preach from that book.

Have you ever been found out?

I have had the privilege of knowing a good number of great and famous men and women – church leaders and heads of state – and a few of them I got to know rather well. I learned a number of things, but one was (without exception) that those people I began to admire a little bit too much sooner or later disappointed me. The more I had admired them, the greater the devastation when they let me down. A book I will never write could be entitled Great Men Who Disappointed Me and Why! I pray nobody will write such a book and include me, though there are those out there who could easily do this! If people have let me down, I certainly know that I have let others down too.

My point is this. I do not write this book sitting on a high pedestal looking down at you. In fact, the truth is I write this book with fear and trembling.

The purpose of these pages is partly to caution you if you have not fallen – lest you become self-righteous and think it can’t happen to you.

I write also, as lovingly as I know how, to urge you if you have fallen, but have not yet been judged for it, to come to an unfeigned repentance.

But I write mainly to encourage you if you have fallen, publicly or privately – especially if you fear you cannot be fully restored or used by God again. There will be some hard issues and passages of Scripture to face, and we will call a spade a spade. But to those who can ‘hear his voice’ (Heb. 3:7), I give you the categorical assurance that you can be used again – just like David and others in the Bible who fell from grace but were restored by God.
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