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Introduction

One of the most humbling experiences I have had in a long time was to be presented with the manuscript of the present book, The Excellent Way. David Moloney, my former editor at Hodder & Stoughton, came up with the idea, chose the title and also selected the 366 readings that follow (one for every day of the year and one for leap year!), taken from some of my books. The ‘excellent way’ (1 Corinthians 12:31) is the way Paul introduced 1 Corinthians 13, the famous love chapter of the Bible. I have to tell you that my ministry is certainly not worthy of that title. I just wish I could live a life of consistently keeping ‘no record of wrongs’ (1 Corinthians 13:5).

I was honoured by Hodder’s request to publish this book, and have been very touched indeed by David’s kind words as well as his choice of readings for this volume. He has obviously worked very hard to come up with these particular excerpts, and, knowing him as I do, has prayed earnestly to be led by the Holy Spirit in the preparation of this book.

I have been asked by Hodder to write this Introduction, but it is rather embarrassing to do so.

If you happened to read my book Did You Think to Pray?, you may recall that in the Preface I mentioned a rather amazing occurrence – or coincidence – that came the first day or so of writing it. Doing a book on prayer was not on either Hodder’s agenda or mine, but one morning I felt compelled to start writing that book. I felt a bit uneasy, saying to myself, ‘There must be a thousand books on prayer, what publisher will want another book on this subject?’ But I kept writing and did so with a considerable sense of guidance. The same day – or the very next – David phoned to say, ‘Have you thought of writing a book on prayer? I am wondering if this is something you should think about’ (or words to that effect). What an encouragement that was!

If, then, you have had a look at my book Did You Think to Pray?, you will know I emphasise the amount of time one should spend in prayer – and reading your Bible. For this reason, therefore, although the present book The Excellent Way is designed to form part of your daily devotional life, please do not let it substitute for reading your Bible or compete with your time in prayer. It would be a huge mistake if you let these brief readings become the sum total of your quiet time. David has chosen paragraphs from my books that he trusts would appropriately fit in with your own devotional life.

Some forty years ago I read a collection of 365 readings from Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones’s sermons. I read and reread them. I never dreamed that one day I would be in his pulpit or that I would be asked to do a similar book. God has been so good to me. I doubt you have any idea what it is like for a man from the hills of Kentucky to move across the Atlantic with his wife and two children, first to read for a research degree at Oxford University, then be asked to be the minister of Westminster Chapel. I have never got over it – to this day. So I am amazed at the thought that my publisher would come up with this book.

My relationship with Hodder & Stoughton goes back a long way – beginning with my early weeks as minister of Westminster Chapel. Edward England, my first editor at Hodder, called on me at the vestry one day in 1977. We had not met, but he wanted me to do a book with them. Since I was preaching on the book of Jonah at that time, he said, ‘Let’s do Jonah.’

‘Are you sure?’ I asked. ‘How do you know you are not making a mistake?’

‘We don’t make mistakes at Hodder,’ he actually replied, and stuck to his guns; my writing career began. That same day I told Lady Elizabeth Catherwood, one of Dr Lloyd-Jones’s daughters, that a publisher had asked to do my sermons on Jonah. ‘Which publisher?’ she asked. I said it was with Hodder & Stoughton. She replied, ‘If you are with Hodder, you’re there.’ That made me feel good. I have since realised what a privilege it has been to be associated with Hodder & Stoughton over these years.

My wife Louise and I continually have to pinch ourselves that we were ever at Westminster Chapel – or even in London. We love England, we love London, we love Westminster, we love Pimlico, we love those streets and shops near our flat in Ashley Gardens and think all the time of those memorable years when we walked by Big Ben nearly every day. Some of our best and dearest friends are in London. Our best memories are in London. Our worst memories are in London. Although our twenty-five years at Westminster Chapel were not always easy, we’d go back in a second if given the chance.

Hard years? Oh yes. Following the greatest Bible expositor in the world was without question the most intimidating experience of my life. Rightly or wrongly, I always felt it was Dr Lloyd-Jones’s pulpit, not mine. I even felt I was trespassing each time I mounted that awesome pulpit. But I kept telling myself that it was God who put me there – even if he used Dr Lloyd-Jones to make it happen.

I am frequently asked, ‘Of the books you have written, which is your favourite?’ I always say (if you’re a parent), ‘That’s like asking you to choose which of your children you like best!’ I honestly do not know if I have a favourite. My most popular book seems to be Total Forgiveness. It was born in the darkest hour of our lives when my old friend Joseph Tson lovingly cautioned me: ‘R.T., you must totally forgive them; release them and you will be released.’ I could not have known these words would change my life and lead to a book that I would be best known for. Total Forgiveness has reached a lot of people, has been translated into several languages, and most of my unsolicited letters come from people who have read that book to tell me how it helped them.

But the most important book I have written is (to me) The Sensitivity of the Spirit, which actually preceded Total Forgiveness by one year. I originally wanted to call the book ‘The hyper-sensitivity of the Spirit’ (but they talked me out of it). I regard my deepest insight during my twenty-five years in London to be how sensitive the Holy Spirit is and how easy it is to grieve him. We grieve him chiefly by bitterness and holding a grudge (Ephesians 4:30–32). The easiest thing in the world to do is to grieve the Holy Spirit. The greatest challenge in the world is never to grieve the Spirit. A young pastor asked me, ‘What has a veteran like you got to say to a young preacher like me?’ I replied: find out what grieves the Holy Spirit – and don’t do that. There is no way to convey to you how the concept of living by the un-grieved Spirit has shaped my thinking. The Bible teacher Joyce Meyer wanted a copy of each of my books, some of which she had read. I was honoured. But the only book she asked me to sign was The Sensitivity of the Spirit. This impressed me about her, that she would discern how important this insight is. It is the key to all I believe.

And yet I would have to say that the one verse, above all others, I have sought to be governed by (but not always succeeding) is John 5:44 – which reveals why the Jews missed their Messiah: ‘How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God.’ I was brought up on the Authorised Version that translates, ‘the honour that comes from God only’. I am so glad it reads that way; it almost certainly taught me more acutely to want the honour that comes only from God and not to be so influenced by the praise of people. This is why I called the book describing my twenty-five years at the Chapel In Pursuit of His Glory.

Since retiring from Westminster Chapel and returning to America, I was given an opportunity to meet some interesting people in the Middle East, among them the late Yasser Arafat and Rabbi David Rosen. This came through Canon Andrew White, who was the Archbishop of Canterbury’s envoy to the Middle East. My friendship with Arafat caused many to say, ‘R.T., you will never reach a Jew for Christ now, since you are seen as siding with their enemy.’ My reply: I did not open this door, I only walked through it. I knew it was what Jesus would do. But on the last day I saw Arafat I breakfasted with David Rosen in Jerusalem. David is Israel’s most distinguished Orthodox rabbi. Our book The Christian and the Pharisee was born that same day – the exchange of our unedited letters (I try to lead him to Christ; David replies why he does not believe Jesus is Israel’s Messiah). It demonstrates that if you keep your eyes on Jesus, instead of looking over your shoulder, God will open doors no one can shut. The Christian and the Pharisee (David Rosen’s choice for a title) was launched at Westminster Abbey, and quite a number of Jews were present. Jews, evangelical Christians and Messianic Jews have praised the book, but I have to admit, sadly, that, as far as I know, no Jew has come to Christ as a result of this book (which is what I wanted).

One of my most successful writing ventures came as a result of my begging Hodder to publish a book on tithing. They were not very interested, but came back with a question: would I buy 1,000 copies if they printed it? Yes, I said. That very book (now called The Gift of Giving) did exceedingly well, being reprinted several times in the UK and has had over thirty printings in America. It has been endorsed by John Stott, Sir Fred Catherwood, Billy Graham and Lord Carey. One British businessman used his tithe to buy copies of Tithing and gave copies to every member of his parish. Their giving doubled the first month! It has been a much needed book. However, since it does not lend itself well to daily devotional readings, David did not quote from it in the present volume.

I thank God he put me in Westminster Chapel, I thank God for Hodder & Stoughton. Thank you, David, for your hard work. Thank you, Katherine Venn, for the final editing. Thank you, Louise, T.R. and Melissa, for your love and support during those unforgettable years in London. Thank you, all my readers, for your blessing me as you have done. May this book bless all of you and bring great honour and glory to God.

R. T. Kendall

Hendersonville, Tennessee

March 2009


Editor’s Note

I was R. T. Kendall’s editor at Hodder & Stoughton for ten happy years and have always known him to be a skilled and wise writer – as well as an honest and gracious friend. The process of compiling this book has further increased my admiration for R.T.’s talent for unearthing the complex theologies of the Bible, digging them up, untangling them and presenting them in deceptively simple, relevant, motivational language for those of us who are not gifted with such brilliant insight. I thought I knew his books inside out but this task has required me to look at the structure of his writing from a new perspective and – even though I edited most of them – I don’t think I ever truly appreciated just how much wisdom is packed between the covers of every single book he has written. R.T. has so much to say – nuggets of biblical insight and exposition, lessons for life, personal anecdotes and an acute understanding of human nature – and wastes not a single word. I was required to choose 366 extracts from 18 books, each one a self-contained, mini sermon of approximately 300 words, based on a passage of the Bible. No small challenge, but I honestly think I could have found 732!

If you are not familiar with all of his books, I hope The Excellent Way will encourage you to read more of them. R.T. says that it is no shame to be blessed with the gift of ‘helps’ (1 Corinthians 12:28), and I believe he has this gift in spades. God uses R. T. Kendall to help us understand his excellent way, and we should be ever thankful for that.

This book is arranged to introduce you to as much as possible of R.T.’s teaching over the course of a year, with no requirement to start on 1 January or any other date. Every day’s reading stands in its own right, although some have also been arranged in sequence to allow you to explore certain themes in greater depth. For example, the Lord’s Prayer is unpacked line by line between 1 March and 10 March, and the fortnight between 24 April and 7 May comprises R.T.’s most important theological principles as revealed in his memoir, In Pursuit of His Glory.

The readings are selected from the following books, the vast majority of which are still in print: The Anointing (1998), The Christian and the Pharisee (with David Rosen, 2006), The Day the World Changed (2001), Did You Think to Pray? (2008), Does Jesus Care? (2006), He Saves (1988), In Pursuit of His Glory (2002), Out of the Comfort Zone (2005), Pure Joy (2004), Second Chance (2008), The Sensitivity of the Spirit (2000), Stand Up and Be Counted (1984), Thanking God (2003), The Thorn in the Flesh (1999), Total Forgiveness (2001), Totally Forgiving Ourselves (2007), Worshipping God (1989) and Your Words Have Power (2006).

David Moloney
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