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Stories about the boy were spread through the entire Republic. As usual, the most extraordinary details were added. Some said he was hairy as a bear; others that he swam and dived like a duck; others that he could leap from tree to tree like a squirrel, and so on.

Many papers ran the story. All Paris was buzzing with word of the Savage of Aveyron. But the central administration for the district has still received no official report on the subject.

Pierre-Joseph Bonnaterre, naturalist

France, January 1800

Man is only what he is made to be.

Jean-Marc-Gaspard Itard, 1801
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