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Melvyn Bragg was born in Wigton, Cumbria, in 1939. After graduating from Oxford University, he joined the BBC as a trainee in 1961 and in 1965 published his first novel, For Want of a Nail, which was hailed as a debut of striking originality and praised for its passionate observation of both landscapes and people. 

 

Many of his subsequent novels have similarly been set in Cumbria, including Without a City Wall, which won the John Llewellyn Rhys Prize in 1968, The Hired Man, winner of the Time/Life Silver Pen Award, A Place in England, which was longlisted for the Lost Man Booker Prize, the bestsellers The Maid of Buttermere and A Soldier’s Return, which won the WHSmith Literary Award, and A Son of War and The Crossing, both longlisted for the Booker Prize.

 

He is also the author of several works of non-fiction including The Adventure of English, The Book of Books and, most recently, Back in the Day, a memoir about growing up in Wigton. A leading figure in the arts and broadcasting, he has edited and presented The South Bank Show on television since 1977 and hosted In Our Time on BBC Radio 4 since 1998. Appointed a life peer the same year, he lives in London and Cumbria.
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All characters in this publication are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental. 
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‘The effect of the book is massive...
loving, deep and perceptive'
Sunday Telegraph

The Second Inheritance

i
N
\
%
o
N
s
“Af
L

.

)
R
" %@
i‘;;‘”;
B,





