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STEPHEN KING is the author of more than seventy books, all of them worldwide bestsellers. His thrilling suspense novels include Misery, Dolores Claiborne and Gerald's Game. King’s recent No. 1 bestsellers are Billy Summers, If It Bleeds, The Institute and The Outsider.
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King is the recipient of the 2020 Audio Publishers Association Lifetime Achievement Award, the 2018 PEN America Literary Service Award, the 2014 National Medal of Arts, and the 2003 National Book Foundation Medal for Distinguished Contribution to American Letters. He lives in Bangor, Maine, with his wife, novelist Tabitha King.
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This is for Stephanie and Jim Leonard,
who know why.

Boy, do they.
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I’d like to gratefully acknowledge the help of three medical people who helped me with the factual material in this book. They are:

Russ Dorr, PA

Florence Dorr, RN

Janet Ordway, MD and Doctor of Psychiatry

As always, they helped with the things you don’t notice. If you see a glaring error, it’s mine.

There is, of course, no such drug as Novril, but there are several codeine-based drugs similar to it, and, unfortunately, hospital pharmacies and medical practice dispensaries are sometimes lax in keeping such drugs under tight lock and close inventory.

The places and characters in this book are fictional.

S.K.


PART ONE
ANNIE

‘When you look into the abyss, the abyss also looks into you.’

– Friedrich Nietzsche
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