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About the Author

George Mackay Brown was one of the greatest
   Scottish writers of the twentieth century. A prolific poet,
   admired by such fellow poets as Ted Hughes and Seamus Heaney, he
   was also an accomplished novelist and a master of the short story.
   He died at the age of 74 on 13 April 1996. 
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Readers of An Orkney Tapestry may notice that the two old tinkers of the ‘Martyr’ chapter appear, more full-fleshed, in this novel. Those who saw, in Orkney in August 1972, the play The Loom of Light, written for the St Magnus Cathedral Restoration Fund, may also notice certain resemblances.

G.M.B.
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