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About the Author

George Mackay Brown was one of the greatest Scottish writers of the twentieth century. A prolific poet, admired by such fellow poets as Ted Hughes and Seamus Heaney, he was also an accomplished novelist and a master of the short story. He died at the age of 74 on 13 April 1996.


A CALENDAR OF LOVE

George Mackay Brown

[image: Logo Missing]

www.johnmurray.co.uk


First published in Great Britain in 1967 by

The Hogarth Press

This edition published in 2013 by John Murray (Publishers)

Copyright © George Mackay Brown 1967

The right of George Mackay Brown to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by him in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means without the prior written permission of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

All characters in this publication are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead is purely coincidental.

A CIP catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library

ISBN 978 1 848 54941 8

Hodder & Stoughton Ltd

338 Euston Road

London NW1 3BH

www.hodder.co.uk


Also by George Mackay Brown

Poems

 

THE SEA AND THE TOWER

LOAVES AND FISHES

THE YEAR OF THE WHALE

FISHERMEN WITH PLOUGHS 

POEMS NEW AND SELECTED

WINTERFOLD

VOYAGES

THE WRECK OF THE ARCHANGEL

SELECTED POEMS 1954-1992

 

 

Plays

A SPELL FOR GREEN CORN

THREE PLAYS

A CELEBRATION FOR MAGNUS

 

 

Novels

GREENVOE

MAGNUS

TIME IN A RED COAT

THE GOLDEN BIRD

VINLAND

BESIDE THE OCEAN OF TIME

 

 

Short Story Collections

A TIME TO KEEP

HAWKFALL

THE SUN’S NET

ANDRINA

THE MASKED FISHERMAN

THE SEA-KING’S DAUGHTER

WINTER TALES

 

 

Non-fiction

PORTRAIT OF ORKNEY

LETTERS TO GYPSY

FOR THE ISLANDS I SING: AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY


For Pamela


Contents

About the Author

Title Page

Copyright

Also by George Mackay Brown

Dedication

Foreword

A Calendar of Love

Five Green Waves

The Three Islands

The Seller of Silk Shirts

The Wheel

The Troubling of the Waters

The Ferryman

The Storm Watchers

Tam

Witch

Master Halcrow, Priest

The Ballad of the Rose Bush

Stone Poems

The Story of Jorkel Hayforks


Foreword

Orkney is a small green world in itself. Walk a mile or two and you will see, mixed up with the modern houses of concrete and wood, the ‘old farmhouses sunk in time’; hall and manse from which laird and minister ruled in the eighteenth century; smuggler’s cave, witch’s hovel; stone piers where the whalers and Hudson’s Bay ships tied up; the remains of pre-Reformation chapel and monastery; homesteads of Vikings like Langskaill where Sweyn Asleifson wintered, the last and greatest of them all; the monoliths of pre-history; immense stone-age burial chambers where the Norse Jerusalem-farers broke in and covered the walls with runes.

Dominating all the islands is the rose-red Cathedral of Saint Magnus the Martyr in Kirkwall, called ‘the wonder and glory of all the north’.

This Magnus was a twelfth-century Earl of Orkney, in a time of terrible civil war. One April morning he heard Mass in the small church of Egilsay; then he walked out gaily among the ritual axes and swords. Next winter the poor of the islands broke their bread in peace.

Round that still centre all these stories move.

G.M.B

OPS/images/cover.jpg
GEORGE MACKAY BROWN






OPS/images/logo.jpg
JOHN MURRAY





