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Praise for Mister Pip 

‘It’s clear from the first page that this is prize-winning stuff … Being a truthful writer, Jones sees nothing in black and white. His is a bold inquiry into the way that we construct and repair our communities, and ourselves, with stories old and new’

The Times

‘In this dazzling story-within-a-story, Jones has created a microcosm of postcolonial literature … There is a fittingly dreamy lyrical quality to Jones’s writing, along with an acute ear for the earthly harmonies of village speech … Mister Pip is the first of Jones’s six novels to have travelled from his native New Zealand to the UK. It is so hoped that it won’t be the last’

Observer

‘Mister Pip is a poignant and impressive work which can take its place alongside the classical novels of adolescence’

Times Literary Supplement

‘Darker and more morally complex than it appears … Lloyd Jones gives the tired post-colonial themes of self-reinvention and the reinterpretation of classic texts a fresh, ingenious twist but his real achievement is bringing life and depth to his characters’

Sunday Telegraph

‘A novel that, with amplitude and ease, affirms the acts of reading and writing as precious pursuits, as acts of survival, escape, renewal’

Scotsman

‘Mister Pip is a powerful and humane novel from one of New Zealand’s top writers’

Financial Times Magazine

‘An intelligent novel that says as much about the power of reading as it does about bloodshed and loss’

New Statesman Magazine

‘Rarely can any novel have combined charm, horror and uplift in quite such superabundance’

D. J. Taylor, Independent

‘Lloyd Jones brings to life the transformative power of fiction … The experience of reading in this book is tangible … This is a beautiful book. It is tender, multi-layered and redemptive’

Sunday Times


Praise for Hand Me Down World 

‘Compelling … vivid … intense … one of the most significant novelists writing today’

Sunday Times

‘Everyone will want to read Hand Me Down World and few will be able to stop thinking about it after they do’

Irish Independent

‘This is, to make a bold claim, an extraordinary novel. Jones is a daring writer who can be relied on to ignore expectation, and is becoming one of the most interesting, honest and thought-provoking novelists working today’

Joanna Briscoe, Guardian

‘The simple, unadorned prose has … a poetic force. Jones’s novel Mister Pip was short-listed for the Man Booker Prize. This is a worthy successor which again demonstrates the writer’s ability to create rich, imaginative worlds while telling a pageturning story’

Daily Express

‘The disturbing beauty of this affecting novel lies not in the quiet eloquence of the voices in the mosaic of Ines’s story, but in the layers of meaning … The emotional range and occasional explosive devices of Hand Me Down World recall the taut, sprung prose styles of Mathew Kneale or Chris Cleave’

Independent

‘The novel’s readability belies its great depth … Jones’s novel is haunting to the very final line’

Sunday Telegraph

‘One of the most significant novelists writing today’

Sunday Times

‘There remains something Dickensian, in the best sense, about Jones’s imagination’

Observer

‘Artfully constructed and delicately nuanced … Hand Me Down World has an eerie compulsion’

Financial Times


About the Author

Lloyd Jones is the author of several novels and short story collections which include Mister Pip, winner of the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize best book award and shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize in 2007. It has been made into a film starring Hugh Laurie. He lives in Wellington, New Zealand.
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…spiritually a year of profound gloom and
 indulgence until that memorable night…
 when suddenly I saw the whole vision at last.

Samuel Beckett, Krapp’s Last Tape 

[image: 3]
Faults may appear to be haphazard, but they
 are never random. There is always a hidden
 control or reason for their presence…

Hamish Campbell & Gerard Hutching, 
In Search of Ancient New Zealand 
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I’m looking for the face I had 
Before the world was made.

William Butler Yeats,
 ‘Before the World Was Made’ 
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