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Preface

Over the past few years the number of universities in Britain has increased as a result of polytechnics and some colleges of higher education being reclassified as universities. Consequently there are now considerably more opportunities in all aspects of higher education, including education to Master’s degree level. There is every indication that this expansion will continue for the foreseeable future.

This book aims to help the reader who is considering embarking on a part-time or full-time Master’s degree programme and the issues covered include:

•   The advantages of possessing a Master’s degree.

•   How to choose a relevant subject and a university.

•   Whether to apply for a taught Master’s programme or a programme by research only.

•   How to decide which is more appropriate – a part-time or full-time programme.

•   How to prepare yourself for tackling a Master’s degree.

•   What to expect from a taught Master’s programme.

•   How to choose and use the resources required to ensure success.

•   How to avoid mistakes and watch out for pitfalls in a higher degree programme.

Whether you are hoping to pursue a taught Master’s programme or a programme by research, the dissertation or thesis is of paramount importance in your assessment and is therefore covered in some detail in Chapter 10. The purpose of the dissertation is to provide you with the opportunity of demonstrating, to the university, what you are capable of doing mainly off your own back. It gives you the opportunity of developing your own ideas and arguments and presenting them as a credible academic exercise.
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