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         Visit our How To website at www.howto.co.uk
         
 
         At www.howto.co.uk you can engage in conversation with our authors – all of whom have ‘been there and done that’ in their specialist fields. You can get access to special offers and additional content but, most importantly, you will be able to engage with, and become a part of, a wide and growing community of people just like yourself.
         
 
         At www.howto.co.uk you’ll be able to talk to, and share tips with, people who have similar interests and are facing similar challenges in their lives. People who, just like you, have the desire to change their lives for the better – be it through moving to a new country, starting a new business, growing their own vegetables, or writing a novel.
         
 
         At www.howto.co.uk you’ll find the support and encouragement you need to help make your aspirations a reality.
         
 
         You can go direct to www.emigrating-to-new-zealand.co.uk which is part of the main How To site.
         
 
 
 
 
         How To Books strives to present authentic,
 inspiring, practical information in their books.
 Now, when you buy a title from How To Books,
 you get even more than just words on a page.
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            Preface

         
 
         There are many guidebooks available illustrating New Zealand and providing a mine of practical information, all of which can be considered as useful reading and an excellent source of reference. However, the idea for this book originated after a fruitless search for some sort of guide that would help to cope with the roller coaster ride that is the emigration process itself. It covers a wide range of topics and issues that will be encountered, from the discussion phase through to the initial settling period in New Zealand. This book is not a definitive process to gain a visa, more the way to approach the whole issue of emigration.
 
         Facts and figures quoted in this book are accurate at the time of going to print but laws and procedures are forever changing. It is therefore absolutely essential to double-check vital information through an official source, particularly when dealing with visa and medical requirements. Information researched and written on a Friday could well have changed on the following Monday, particularly where government departments such as immigration, education and taxation both in the UK and New Zealand are involved.
 
         Achieving the ultimate goal, to leave the shores of the UK and settle in New Zealand, was not a simple process for us. One of our favourite sayings, that must have been uttered twice a day for at least six months before we left, was nobody said it was going to be easy!
         
 
         There are literally hundreds of hurdles that will need to be negotiated, sometimes on a daily basis, before leaving the UK and after arrival in New Zealand. It is highly likely that any potential immigrant will still need to carry on working in the months and weeks leading up to emigration, so patience, preparation and sound planning are the keys to success.
 
          
         I hope this book will provide some inspiration in your quest to emigrate  to New Zealand. At the very least it should help you acquire more of an  understanding about what lies ahead and provide an insight into some of  the issues that, had we been privy to beforehand, would have benefited us  in our endeavours. Good luck.
 
         Steve Horrell 
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