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         At www.howto.co.uk you can engage in conversation with our authors – all of whom have ‘been there and done that’ in their specialist fields. You can get access to special offers and additional content but most importantly you will be able to engage with, and become a part of, a wide and growing community of people just like yourself.
 
         At www.howto.co.uk you’ll be able to talk and share tips with people who have similar interests and are facing similar challenges in their lives. People who, just like you, have the desire to change their lives for the better – be it through moving to a new country, starting a new business, growing their own vegetables, or writing a novel.
 
         At www.howto.co.uk you’ll find the support and encouragement you need to help make your aspirations a reality.
 
         You can go direct to www.critical-thinking-for-students.co.uk which is part of the main How To site.
 
         How To Books strives to present authentic, inspiring, practical information in their books. Now, when you buy a title from How To Books, you get even more than just words on a page.
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            PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION

         
 
         The first edition of this book was published as long ago as 1996. At the time, it broke new ground in trying to bring the subject to a wide audience. Fortunately it (and subsequent editions) sold in encouragingly large numbers, justifying my belief that the subject of Critical Thinking should be available beyond the universities.
 
         There are now quite a few textbooks around on Critical Thinking. They come in many versions. Some scream at you in vibrant colour and shout ‘key point’ whenever particular words are used. Some shout less but take you down somewhat unimaginative routes, noting weighty things, but without stopping to see how the subject works in the world around us. Both types fail to show what a wonderfully creative subject this is.
 
         Critical Thinking is an exciting subject because it will change your thinking by showing you all sorts of possibilities, all sorts of ways of looking at things. It will encourage you to ask lots of questions. What does this mean? What more do I need to know? What’s the problem with what that person has said? You don’t need someone to bellow ‘key point’ at you, when you’re asking and answering questions like these. You’ll just experience the fizz of it all when you do.
 
         This book continues in the tradition of its earlier editions. Though it’s been completely rewritten, the promise of the book is the same. If you read this book, you’ll be much more skilful in how you think. Much more. You’ll have thoughts about such things as these, as well as other significant things.
 
         
            Half of the world’s population has seen at least one James Bond film. In Britain, trousers cause twice as many accidents as are caused by chainsaws. None of the world’s richest 100 men is married to a redhead.

         
 
         Over to you…
 
         Roy van den Brink-Budgen
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