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      One of the traditions associated with getting married is the celebration of ‘one last night of freedom’ through holding a stag party for the groom and a hen party for the bride. 


      As these are separate events both of which need planning and organising, it would be possible to write a separate guidebook just on this section. However, I thought it was necessary to include a short section on this topic.


      Remember that the organisation of the stag and hen parties is usually the responsibility of the best man and chief bridesmaid, so perhaps this section of the book should be passed on to them to get them started, with ideas on what to organise and where to begin.


      In most cases the stags and hens all pay for themselves for the stag or hen party, therefore it is important to find out early on what amount everyone can afford.


      It has also recently become fashionable to combine hen and stag nights into a joint hag night. This is likely to have an impact on what you decide to do so the evening can cater for all tastes.
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                	Stag

                	Hen

                	
              


              
                	What is the budget per

                person for the stag/hen

                night?

                

                	£____________

                	£____________

                	
              


              
                	What is the location for

                the stag/hen night?

                	At home
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                	[image: ]
              


              
                	

                	Local
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                	What activities will you

                want to take part in on

                the stag/hen night?

                	Watching football
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                	Nightclub
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                	__________

                	
              


              
                	

                	__________

                	

                	

                	
              


              
                	

                	__________

                	

                	

                	
              


              
                	

                	__________

                	

                	

                	
              


              
                	

                	

                	

                	

                	
              


              
                	What are the costs per

                person?

                	Activity £_________

                	

                	Activity £_________

                	
              


              
                	

                	Drinks £_________

                	

                	£_________

                Drinks £_________

                	
              


              
                	

                	Food £_________

                	

                	Food £_________

                	
              


              
                	

                	Nightclub entrance

                	

                	Nightclub entrance

                	
              


              
                	

                	£_________

                	

                	£_________

                	
              


              
                	

                	Transport £_________

                	

                	Transport £_________

                	
              


              
                	

                	Accommodation

                	

                	Accommodation

                	
              


              
                	

                	£_________

                	

                	£_________

                	
              


              
                	

                	Clothing

                	

                	Clothing

                	
              


              
                	

                	e.g. printed t-shirts

                	

                	e.g. printed t-shirts

                	
              


              
                	

                	£_________

                	

                	£_________

                	
              


              
                	

                	Other £_________

                	

                	Other £_________

                	
              

            
          

        

      


      


      [image: ] Cost cutting tips and ideas


      The costs for a hen/stag party can soon add up when you start to take food, alcohol, accommodation, transport and any other leisure activities into account. With the introduction of low-cost flights it has become easier for people to hold hen and stag weekends in European cities with the bill running into hundreds of pounds per person.


      At a time when the bride and groom are already spending money on their wedding day, some careful planning and a bit of creativity can result in hen and stag nights which are unforgettable, but do not cost a fortune at a time when funds are likely to be stretched.


      
        	Think local – going to another city or abroad involves transport costs and possibly overnight accommodation. If you choose to do something nearer to home, it will save cash. If your friends live locally it won’t break the bank for them too.


        	Rather than going out, think about a stag/hen/hag (a combined hen and stag party) party at home. If your guests all bring a bottle, there shouldn’t be too many other costs involved. There is still a lot of scope to be creative with party games and fancy dress to make it the most talked about event (until your wedding reception!).


        	Keep it low-key and sophisticated. You might feel that a large stag or hen party is not for you. Perhaps celebrating with a couple of close friends or family members sounds more appealing.


        	Without wanting to sound negative, another option is to decide whether you actually want a hen or stag party at all. In particular for the stags, we have all heard of many horror stories of grooms waking up at the opposite end of the country or finding themselves chained naked to a lamp post! Of course, a stag or hen party is a great way to get together with all your friends before your wedding day, but it may be worth thinking carefully about whether YOU actually want to take part in the activities of your stag or hen night, or do you feel you ought to due to the pressure from your friends?
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